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Studying Mulla Sadra’s critique of
Suhrawardi's analysis of "other-consciousness"

Sayyed Ali Talegani
Abolqasem Sadeqi

Analyzing consciousness by dividing it into two types of “self-
consciousness” and “other- consciousness ,”Suhrawardi took a different

path from at least some of his predecessors. His opinions about “other-
consciousness” were criticized by Mulla Sadra .Suhrawardi considers the

self-conscious existent to be "the light for itself" and regards" other-
consciousness" as the result of the illuminative relation of a self-conscious
being to other beings or it is consequence of acquiring their intelligible
forms Mulla Sadra refuses to accept Suhrawardi's analysis of "other-

consciousness" and judges it to be incorrect. He has affordrd at least three
argumentations against Suhravardi’s illuminative relation theory. Mulla
Sadra in spite of his overall agreement with Suhrawardi's analysis of "self-
consciousness", has interpreted the "light" in Suhrawardi's view as
existence. In the present paper an articulation and a review of these three
arguments have Eeen afforded firstly and then have been evaluated and
criticized. Authors of the present paper hold that all three arguments for
criticizing Suhrawardi are inadequate and don’t have the necessary

efficiency to evaluate them. On the other hand, Mulla Sadra,s
interpretation of the “Light” in Suhrawardi’s writings is insufficient. This
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paper aims at mere showing of inadequacy of Mulla Sadra’s critiques, not

to positively favor Suhrawardi’s opinions .

Keywords :Suhrawardi ,Mulla Sadra , Other-consciousness, Light,

illuminative relation.
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