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The Physics of Avicenna's Cure

Appraisal of the Current Status of the
Work and the Future Prospects

It is already more than a hundred years ago that the Natural
Philosophy and Metaphysics parts of Avicenna’s famous philosophical
encyclopaedia al-Shifa’ (The Cure) were published by the printing
house of the Dar al-Funiin (‘Polytechnic’) academy at Tehran. This
printing, which is usually referred to as the ‘Tehran lithographic
edition’, is a milestone in Avicenna studies based on Arabic sources. It
increased the level of attention for The Cure at a national and
international level. About half a century after publication of the above
edition, the first three volumes of the Natural Philosophy (al-
Tabi'iyyat) part of The Cure were translated into Persian by Muhammad
‘Al Furtght (b. 1294/1877, d. 1321/1942). It was this translation
which incited the famous Iranian scholar Mirza Mahdi Mudarris
Ashtiyant (b. 1306/1888-89, d. 1372/ 1952-53) to write a critical study
of it, both textually and philosophically. Outside Iran, the Physics of
the Natural Philosophy part of The Cure was published four times: in
Egypt, Lebanon, Turkey, and the United States. It is especially the
Cairo printing (begun in the nineteen-fifties and the first of the
editions just mentioned) which had a huge impact, especially among
Arabists, who until then mostly had no knowledge of or interest in the
Latin Avicenna tradition, which goes back some nine-hundred years.
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With the modern printings of the Arabic text and the studies and
translations that are based on it, one could say that Avicenna truly
‘went global’ for a second time, after his huge imprint on Western
Europe in medieval and Renaissance times. In this paper, I shall first
discuss some codicological issues connected with the Physics of The
Cure. In the second part I shall discuss the existing editions of this text,
with an emphasis on their methodology in the selection and use of
textual witnesses from among the numerous manuscript copies
preserved around the world. In the eleventh and twelfth centuries CE,
the translation of Arabic works into Latin led to the spread of the ideas
of Islamic philosophers among the Christian and Jewish thinkers in
medieval Europe. Also, the translation of Ibn Stna's works, especially
al-Shifa (the Cure), and works such as al-Ghazali's Magasid al Falasifa
(The Aims of the Philosophers), which were clearly influenced by Ibn
Sina's thoughts, was an important step in introducing Ibn Sina's
natural philosophy's teachings to medieval Western thinkers. Among
these thinkers are included Albert the Great (d. 1280), Thomas
Aquinas (d.1274), and Roger Bacon (d. 1292). About three centuries
after Ibn Sin3, Jean Buridan (d. c. 1359 - c. 1362) emerged, and perhaps
none of the medieval European thinkers was as influential as him in
laying the groundwork for the emergence of modern science. Of
course, non-Aristotelian concepts were introduced in the context of
theological texts in the works of thinkers before Buridan such as
Francis of Marchia (d. 1344), but it was for the first time in the Middle
Ages that Buridan expressed the "theory of impetus" in explaining the
projectile motion. Buridan wrote several commentaries on Aristotle's
Physics, and in one of these commentaries he explicitly raised his
critical remarks on Aristotle and proposed the "theory of impetus".
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PROLOGUS

Postquam expedivimus nos, auxilio Dei, ab eo quod opus fuit
pracponere in hoc nostro libro de doctrina puritatis artis logicae,
debemus nunc aperire sermonem de doctrina scientiae naturalis, secun-
dum modum nostri praefixi consilii ad quem iam nostra speculatio
pervenit, et ut ponamus ordinem in ipso ad similitudinem ordinis quem
consuevit philosophia Peripateticorum et accingamus nos in id quod
remotius est a manifestatione et a prima speculatione ¢t in quo adversa-
rius longius videtur esse a perfidia, remittamur autem in €o in quo
veritas detegit faciem suam et convincit adversarium in hoc de sua

1 prologus) Sufficientia Avicenne V Sufficientia Avinceni titulus collectio secunda libri
Sufficientiae Avinceni principis philosophi prologus dixit princeps D ftitulus collectio
secunda libri Sufficientiae Avicenni principis philosophi prologus dixit princeps P
2 nos) om. P 3 pracponere] proponere D 3 libro] scilicet add. supra lin. V
3 puritatis) scripsit V sed erasit et parvitatis add. i. m. V¥ 3 artisjom. D 3 artis
logicae] inv. V4 aperire] hinc add. i. m. V* 5 consilii] om. P 6 et] quia V

1 prologus] om. A 2 postquam] JA$ 3‘., (postquam autem iam) A a\_, (postquam
autem) Am 3 libro] gay  (scilicet) add. A 4 nunc) om. A 4.5 secundum....
consilii] secundum modum quem praefixit nostrum consilium 5 ad quem| (...“. )
(ctad quem) A S iamjom. A 6 ut ponamus] ponere 6 in ipso) r\il\ (loco)

add. A non add. Adsim 9 videtur esse] est 10 veritas) 3d| ki (veritas ipsa)
A 10 convincit] Ags (convincamus) A 10 in hoc] om. A non om. At

I prologus: le texte arabe porte, selon I'édition du Caire, un titre dont les premiers mots
al-fann al-awwal min al-tabi*iyydr sont exactement rendus par Liber primus naturalium; 1a
suite du titre arabe mentionne 'objet du Liber primus, & savoir fi ’l-sama“ al-tabI“i, dont
I'équivalent latin serait de naturali auditu; puis vient 'indication du nombre de traités que
'ouvrage comporte, 4 savoir wa-huwa arba‘ magdldt, quatre traités. Le prologue suit
immédiatement ce titre général sans titre particulier.

2 auxilio Dei: ar. bi-taysir Alldh wa-‘awnihi, «avec I'assistance et le secours de Dicu»;
sur la «facilitation» ou taysir, voir Avicenna Latinus, Liber de philosophia prima, éd.
S. Van Reer, IX, 6, p. 505, 70.

7 accingamus: ce verbe, de méme que comsumamus (ligne 11), dépend, selon le texte
arabe, de debemus (ligne 4).

8 manifestatione: ar. biddya, «commencement»; le latin correspondrait i badd’a, nom
d'action du verbe badd, «se manifestery, «apparaitre».

9 perfidia: ar. al-jahid, «celui qui nie», «celui qui rejetten, «le renégat».
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Innovations, De Gruyter, 2018, 9-42.

o. Jules L. Janssens, "The Latin Translation of the Physics: A Useful Source for the

Critical Edition of the Arabic Text?", 2012, Oriens, vol. 40, 2, 515—528.
1. Jules L. Janssens, An Annotated Bibliography on Ibn Sind. Second Supplement (1995-

2009), Arizona Center For Medieval Studies, Temple, 2017.
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Yo. Janssenss, J. (2007) "The Reception of Avicenna's Physics in the Middle Ages", in: 0

ye Gentlemen: Arabic Studies on Science and Literary Culture in Honour of Remke Kruk, 55-64.
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Lameer, Joep. (2013) Towards a New Edition of Avicenna's Kitab al-Isharat wa-l-tanbihat.
- In: Journal of Islamic Manuscripts, vol. 4 (2013) p. 199-248.
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Avicenna Latinus: Liber Primus Naturalium : Tractatus Primus De Causis Et Principiis
Naturalium; Simone Van

Riet, Brill; 1992; Avicenna latinus. Liber primus naturalium. Tractatus secundus de motu

et consimilibus, Peeters, 2006, Avicenna Latinus. Liber primus naturalium. Tractatus

tertius. De his quae habent naturalia ex hoc quod habent quantitatem, Peeters
Publishers, Jules L Janssens, 2017.
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