Sophia Perennis

Print ISSN: 2251-8932/0Online ISSN:2676-6140
Web Address: Javidankherad.ir

Email: javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
Tel:+982167238208
Attribiution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
(CCBY-NC 4.0)

Open Access Journal

SOPHIA PERENNIS

The Semiannual Journal of Sapiential Wisdom and Philosophy

Vol. 17, Number 1, spring and summer 2020, Serial Number 37

Scientific-critical Edition of the "Risala Al-Niruziyya"

Niruziyya is a treatise by lbn Sina on the interpretation of the Qur'an
in which he aims to interpret the Qur'anic crossed letters according
to his own philosophical principles and Hisab al-Jummal. Ibn Sina
gives an introduction at the beginning of this treatise, where he
describes it as a Nowruz gift to a person named "Sheikh Al-Amir Al-
Sayyid Abi Bakr Muhammad bin Abdul Rahim". The name of the
person to whom the treatise was presented is regarded as vague and
at first glance does not fully correspond to those around Ibn Sina and
his contemporaries. Thus, examining his identity is among the
important aspects of this work. Other aspects of research in this work
include evaluating Ibn Sina’s method in interpreting the crossed
letters and a historical study of the authorship of this work and its
relationship with Ibn Sina’s other works. However, the present study
aims to assess the introduction and revised text, The textual and
historical analysis of this treatise is discussed elsewhere because
examining these cases and their publication along with the revised
text of the treatise was out of the usual size of the studies.

Treatise on historical books

The name of Niruziyya is not observed in the list of biographical
treatise (Avicenna, 1974), as well as the list of lbn-Sina’s works in
most of the earlier translation books such as lkhbar al-ulama, Nuzhat
al-Arwah , Wafayat al-Ayan, Al-Wafi bi'l-Wafayat, and Oyun-Al-Anba
although Ibn-Sina’s name appears in the titles of most manuscripts
and two ancient manuscripts dating to 1301 and 1303. It is worth
noting that most of these sources are based on the list of
biographical treatise, and some of them added a few cases to this list.
Among the earlier books, only some manuscripts of Tatemmeh Savan
al-Hekma included the name of this work in the list of lbn Sina’s
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works. Az-Zaree'a listed this treatise as one of Ibn-Sina’s works and
reported its manuscripts. In addition, Mahdavi reported this work as
one of the indisputable works of Ibs-Sina.

Treatise title

In most of the available manuscripts, there is a special title for this
treatise, among which lots of them selected "Niruziyya". lbn-Sina’s
phrases in the introduction of the treatise confirms the compatibility
of the titles with the text even if these titles are not considered to be
for Ibn-Sina and are not regarded as additions to the copiers. In the
introduction of this treatise, lbn-Sina briefly considers the subject as
the interpretation of the meanings of the syllabic letters, which
appear at the beginning of some chapters of the Qur'an. In addition,
he describes the treatise as a Nowruz gift to a person named Sheikh
Al-Amir. Therefore, as lots of manuscripts reported, the title of the
treatise can be considered as "Risala Al-Niruziyya" although this title
may not be from Ibn-Sina.

Introducing previous editions of this work

There is no critical edition to the Risala Al-Niruziyya like lots of lbn-
Sina’s works. This treatise was first typed in 1881 without being
editioned and published in the collection of Tes' rasael fi al-hekma va
al-tabiyiat along with eight other treatises from Ibn-Sina.

Another edition of this treatise is observed in a collection entitled
"Mabhath an al-ghova al-nafsaniyyah au ketab fi al-nafs ala sonnat al-
ekhtesar" in Egypt in 1907.

Based on the title of the above collection in the recent edition, it
includes the treatise of Al-nafs ala sonnat al-ekhtesar with edition of
Edward Cornelius Fendic along with several other treatises of lbn-
Sina’s works. Unlike the first treatise in this collection, it seems that
the Risala Al-Niruziyya is not edited as it was printed in the collection
of Tes' rasael, and is only the typesetting of one manuscript. "Al-risala
al-sabe'ah" is listed in the title of this treatise, which is in the order of
Tes' rasael although it is regarded as the fourth treatise in the above-
mentioned collection. Therefore, the publisher of this collection did
not even touch the title of the treatise in the previous edition and
published it based on the Tes' rasael collection.
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In addition to the aforementioned editions, this treatise was edited
by Abdel Salam Haroun in 1991 and published in the second volume
of the Nawader al-makhtutat collection.

The critical edition of this treatise based on five manuscript s as
follows. (1)No. 935 of Philosophy, Dar al-kutub al-misriyyah, Egypt,
(2) a manuscript from Ma'had al-makhtutat bi al-jameah al-arabiyyah
(The Institute of Arabic Manuscripts) which is the microfilm of a
manuscript in the Asefieh Library of Hyderabad, India, (3) manuscript
No. 121, Majami teimour, Egypt, (4) manuscript No. 200, Hekmah
teimour, Egypt, and (5) manuscript No. 387 of Philosophy which is
the microfilm of a manuscript of Mutahif al-Britani.

A large number of inaccuracies are observed in the Risala Al-Niruziyya
although it was editioned in this collection unlike previous editions.
Thus, it should be editioned again due to the availability of other
valid manuscripts.

Identified and reviewed manuscripts of Al-Niruziyya

In order to edit this treatise, twenty-one manuscripts were prepared
and reviewed among the manuscripts, among which sixteen belong
to domestic and five to foreign libraries. The summary of the
prepared manuscripts and the title of the treatise in each of them are
as follows.

Selected manuscripts and edition methods

After reviewing the above-mentioned manuscripts, four were
selected as the best and most edit ones and were considered as the
basis for edition. Among these four manuscripts, the oldest and most
accurate one is the manuscript No. 4754 of Istanbul University (with
the abbreviation "Da" in this edition) with the date of writing in 1303,
from which the microfilm No. 232f of the University of Tehran was
prepared. Due to some inaccuracies in this manuscript, it was
regarded as the base of relative edition and the intermediate edition
method was selected. Considering the content of the treatise and
Ibn-Sina’s other works, as well as the rules of Arabic grammar, the
recordings of the "Da" manuscript were included in the text, except
in the cases where their inaccuracies were obvious, and the
recordings of other manuscripts were included in the critical system.
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— Avicenna, The life of IBN SINA, A critical edition and annotated

translation by William Gohlman, Albany, New York, State university of
New York press, 1974.

— Gutas, D., Avicenna and the Aristotelian Tradition, Introduction to Reading
Avicenna’s Philosophical Works, Leiden, Bril,1988.



