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Abstract

The current investigation tries to answer two questions about
Metaphysics with an inquiry in the works of two prominent historical
figures, i.e., Aristotle and Kant: a) Is metaphysics a science about
general principles of beings, or does it ask concretely about some
special beings? b) Is metaphysics in its Kantian conception, a complete
rupture from Aristotelian Metaphysics, or is there still some kind of
continuity between Kantian and Aristotelian Metaphysics? To answer
these questions, in this paper, first, based on Aristotle’s text and in
response to the first question it is shown that the problem of
metaphysics begins with the question of the general principles of
beings. However, this question leads to the question of special being,
I.e., the unconditioned (thinking of thinking). Therefore, the knowledge
of general principles of beings is the same as the knowledge of supreme
beings. After explaining the nature of Aristotelian metaphysics, by
examining Kant's texts, it turns out that, contrary to the popular belief,
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Kant's explanation of beings is always tied to the question of the
unconditioned. Therefore, according to Aristotle and Kant, metaphysics
is always connected with the unconditioned.

Key words: Special Metaphysics, General Metaphysics, Aristotle, Kant,
Unconditioned.

Extended Abstract: This investigation is about the relation between
metaphysics and theology: What is the necessity of inquiring about the
unconditioned in the realm of metaphysics, i.e., is the metaphysical
inquiry necessarily connected to the unconditioned? To answer this
question, we concentrate on two prominent figures in the history of
metaphysics: Aristotle and Kant. The reason for this concentration is
that the first philosopher may be considered as the founder of
metaphysics and the second is the pivotal point in the history of
metaphysics; so that Aristotle connected the inquiry about being qua
being (the subject matter of metaphysics) to the investigation about the
first actuality (the unconditioned in Aristotelian system). On the
contrary, according to the famous conception of Kant, theoretical
inquiry of the unconditioned requires illusion, so he excludes the
unconditioned from the boundary of theoretical reason (metaphysic).
Therefore, at first glance, it seems that Aristotle is the origin of linking
metaphysics to theology and Kant is the origin of excluding theology

from the realm of metaphysics. However, contrary to this famous

conception, in the course of this paper it will be shown that for Kant,
like Aristotle, inquiring about the unconditioned is in a necessary
connection with metaphysics.

For this purpose, in the first step, the position of the unconditioned in
Aristotle’s metaphysics will be investigated. For Aristotle, every
theoretical science asks about the principles of its subject matter. So,
the metaphysics like other sciences investigates the principles of some
kind of beings; but what kind of beings? This question leads to two
conceptions of metaphysics: a) Metaphysics is a regional knowledge
like physics. Based on this conception, considering the division of
beings into unchanging and perceptible, metaphysics is a knowledge
dedicated to the study of unchanging substances. b) Metaphysics is a
general objective knowledge and investigates being qua being.
Therefore, metaphysics is a knowledge about the entire realm of beings.
Avristotle's answer to this problem can be found in the first chapter of
Gamma: There is a science that gets a theoretical grasp on being qua
being and of what belongs to it intrinsically. But this is not similar to
any of the so-called special sciences, since none of these investigates
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being qua being in a universal way (Meta, 1003 a 21-4). Every science
seeks a causal explanation. Hence, if there are causes that belong to
every being, then we have a general knowledge about being qua being.
Therefore, the question of the possibility of metaphysics is tied to the
question of finding common causes for all beings. To answer this
question, Aristotle distinguishes between two types of unity: schematic
unity and concrete unity. The first unity is the conceptual unity such as
the unity of form and matter as a common principle of all beings. The
second one is the concrete unity, i.e., some single cause as a common
principle of all beings. Then Aristotle demonstrates that first mover
(thinking of thinking) is the single cause of all beings and as a common
principle of all beings has a concrete unity. So, for Aristotle,
metaphysics as a general science is tied to the single cause of all beings
as the unconditioned.

Kant, on the other hand, considers metaphysics as the science of a
priori principles of human knowledge and argues that metaphysics is
the system of pure knowledge of reason through concepts. Kant then
calls the science of the attributes of all beings in general ontology (LM,
29: 784). So, this knowledge does not include anything but the basic
concepts and propositions of our a priori knowledge in general. Kant
further equates this knowledge with transcendental philosophy. From
this point of view, Kant's transcendental philosophy can be considered
as an alternative and similar to Aristotle's general science, namely
metaphysics. Although Kant describes the general conditions of the
object, i.e., the transcendentals, in an ideal way, this does not prevent
the unity of the metaphysical question between Aristotle and Kant.
What gives this science a fate similar to Aristotle's general science is
the way of projecting the unconditioned in the field of this general. For
Kant, reason is a special faculty that on the one hand has a logical role
and on the other hand a transcendental role. The logical role of reason
is the syllogism, but reason in its transcendental use concerns the
unconditioned. Kant attributes a positive role to reason in empirical
inquiry, but there are two different conceptions among Kant's
commentators about this positive role of the reason. According to some
commentators, the only positive function of reason is the logical
function of reason (Gerrier: 2001, 119-130; Anderson: 2015, 277-286;
Proops: 2021, 44-52). According to others, for Kant, the positive
function of reason is beyond the logical function, a transcendental one.
So, the unconditioned in general has a necessary role in the empirical
inquiry and is a transcendental condition for the possibility of
experience (Willaschek, 2018). Specifically, analysis of Kant's concept
of objective validity for ideas of reason (CPR, A669/B697) indicates
that their function goes beyond a mere logical function and is a real
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function. So, reason in its transcendental use and ideas of reason are
necessary conditions of experience.

Therefore, for both Aristotle and Kant metaphysics investigates the
general principle of objects and this investigation inevitably is tied to
the unconditioned.
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