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Abstract
The wisdom of afzal-addin kashani has been studied by some scholars such
as abbas zaryab khoyi and seyyed hossein nasr, and especially by william
chittick. The first scholar has placed afzal-addin among isma'ili
philosophers, while the second scholar thinks that he has been a sufi, as his
title baba clearly shows. on the other hand, chittick in his book entitled the
heart of Islamic philosophy argues that afzal can not be placed in categories
such as isma' iliyyah or sufiyyah, but all that can be saicf about his wisdom is
this: it is the wisdom of self- knowledge. In this essay we try to show that
afzal has had a good knowledge of ishraqi wisdom of suhrawardi, and
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moreover he has translated in persian some passages of suhrawardi's at-
talwihat. we can say that he has expressed in persian language the most
complex ishragi conceptions through the most clear sentences.

Keywords: Self-knowledge, ishraqgi wisdom, symbols of light and darkness,
suhrawardi's at-talwihat.

Extended Abstract

Scholars who have studied the philosophy of Afdal al-Din Kashani, including
William Chittick in his The Heart of Islamic Philosophy, have not quite known
to which school of thought should they consider him. Since they think of
this sage of divine wisdom not to be fit into the framework of Peripatetic or
Iluminationist philosophies, just as he cannot be placed among the Isma'ili
sect or the Sufi order. Chittick, who has translated some of Afdal al-Din's
works into English with a useful introduction and annotations, does not
consider him to belong to any of the aforementioned categories. This
esteemed researcher concludes from his research that Afdal al-Din is a
leading scholar of "self-knowledge", and nothing more can be said about
him beyond this. Of course, some scholars, especially Dr. Seyyed Hossein
Nasr, have considered Afdal al-Din to be a SufFi), and some others, such as
Abbas Zaryab-Khouyi, have considered him to be an Isma'ili, but Chittick
correctly shows that Afdal was neither the one nor the other.

A careful comparison of the words of the two metaphysicians on the
subject of the soul and self-consciousness shows that Afdal was influenced
by the metaphysics of Suhrawardi. One of the evidences that the philosophy
of Afdal al-Din brings him close to the IHluminationist philosophy of
Suhrawardi is the symbolism of "light and darkness" in his works. From
Suhrawardr's point of view, light is a symbol of consciousness and darkness
is a symbol ofpignorance. These symbols are also found in the teachings of
Baba Afdal; he has spoken of the luminosity of knowledge and the darkness
of ignorance. Also, fllc")om his point of view, the spiritual or intellectual world
is all light and knowledge, and the material world is all darkness and
ignorance. Afdal, like Suhrawardi, believes that the body is not aware of
itself and is therefore the embodiment of darkness. This Illuminationist view
of Afdal is evident in all his works. He considers the Supreme Principle and
the Absolute to be Light and Self-Luminous (the "Light of lights" (nir al-
anwdr) in Suhrawardi's view). He refers to the intellect as "the light of the
existence" (equivalent to "dominant lights" [anwar gahira] of Suhrawardi).
He refers to the rational soul (nafs ndtiga) as the "self-radiant light"
(equivalent to the "martial light" [nar isfahbadiyya] of Suhrawardi). In some
cases, even Afdal's words, especially in proving the truth and self-evidence
of light and its being the cause of causes, are the same as those of
Suhrawardi, to the extent that it seems that Baba Afzal has translated parts
of Suhrawardi's Arabic texts in the Hikmat al-Ishraq into Persian. Also, given
that Afdal al-Din builds his philosophy on "consciousness" (Per. Agahi),
"immediate knowledge" and "the perception of the self by the self", he can
be considered an Illuminationist philosopher. He does not assign primacy to
"existence" in the way of the Sufis in the school of the Unity 01Jp the Being



Y Les 5 65 CaaSm iy 5o SLES 01 Lzl glaady L 5 (9355 s LG

(Ibn ‘Arabi and his followers) or philosophers such as Mulla Sadra. Rather,
he refers to a state higher than existence, under the title of "identity"
(huwiyya). It shows that how close is his view, from this perspective, to the
Hluminationist view of Suhrawardi on the primacy of mahiyya (quiddity,
whatness, not in the sense of "the answer to the question of w}{at itis", but
in the sense of "what makes a thing what it is").

Therefore, we can say that the writings of Afdal al-Din show that he has
benefited from the main doctrines of Illuminationist philosophy in the
theoretical philosophy. These doctrines can be divided into several
categories. One is the principle of light and darkness, which is the
foundation of Iluminationist philosophy, and symbolically represent
consciousness and ignorance. Second, the hierarchy of lights, namely the
Truth, intellect, and soul, each of which is represented in the philosophy of
Suhrawardi and Afdal al-Din with their specific terminology and with the
symbol of "light". Third, the fundamental issue of the primacy of "selfhood",
"I-ness", and "identity".

By comparing the textual evidence of the works of Afdal and Suhrawardy,
it can be clearly said that he was influenced by llluminationist philosophy in
practical philosophy, as well. Practical philosophy is particularly manifested
in the tradition of writing advice (Per. andarz). Suhrawardi, who was trying
to revive the Fahlavi or Khosrawant metaphysics, has included some of his
advices for initiation at the end of the Talwihat. Afdal al-Din translated these
precepts of Suhrawardi from Arabic to Persian. His translation of these
precepts indicates the great importance he attached to Illuminationist
philosophy. All of these evidences show that Afdal al-Din was trying to leave
a legacy of Illuminationist and Khosrawani metaphysics in his works and
sayings for his students in Kashan.
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