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Traditional Fundamentals of Islamic Art
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There have been varieties of discussions about formation of Islamic Art.
Traditionalistic view, comprehensively and holistically, involves in the
issue, which explains origination and influential factors of Islamic art,
while defining history of the art from the same view.
Material culture of different people uniquely specializes for a given group
of people, symbolizing what is usable for recognizing and understanding
the same people. Characteristics of the culture suggest interpretations that
were unavailable earlier, however, it is heir and extract of the whole past
of the cultural zone. But, it should not present contradiction to the
material culture of a given period of time. one can suggest a contradiction
in territories such as Egypt, where local material culture abandoned and
the state transformed to an Islamic polity during Islamic period. In other
countries, including Iran, combination of pre Islamic culture to Islamic
message led to a new material culture consisted of earlier cultural legacy
that is purely authentic
Present paper discusses formation of Islamic art and how pre Islamic
material culture transformed to a new Islamic one, considering authentic
traditionalists’ ideas. However, there is a critical comparison of few
outlined non traditionalists’ view to traditionalist ones. Accordingly, lack
of progressive and linear evolutionary view is one of the most outline
points. Tradition, including Islamic one, is a whole body of common
techniques, arts, and beliefs of a group of people within a given temporary
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framework. Furthermore, functional and conceptual values precede to
decorative and ornamental values in Islamic traditional arts. Islam,
characteristically, gathers and combines earlier traditions, where there are

obvious veins of pre Islamic cultures .

Quran is axis of Islamic art, while the art depends on the interior of Quran
as the ultra-imagination and belief in the One, which leads to reluctance to
realistic illustration in Islamic arts .

Examples of Islamic arts are available in the paper as manifestations of
tradition in the Islamic arts, However, there are summaries of few modern
and non-traditional beliefs, with lines of traditionalistic criticism with.
Referring to ancient Iranian legacy, the authors explain how Islam affects
the formation of artistic manifestations that followed by presentation of
the history of some main types of Islamic arts. For example, coinage
demonstrates absorption and transformation of pre Islamic styles into
Islamic later ones. Architecture, specially the sacred one, shows the extract
of Islamic belief in mosques as a combinational achievement of earlier pre
Islamic advances. However, illustration roots in ancient Iranian drawings,
it appears that it followed Islamic and traditional rules, at least until

Islamic modern times.
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