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Journey and the Intimate Prayers of Shaykh
al-Ishraq to the Stars
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Sheikh Ishraq has independent treatises on prayers and
sanctification. In addition to his philosophic works, some
invocations have been mentioned that, in general, can be divided
into two categories of prayers (Do'a and Salavat) and sanctifications
(tasbih and taghdis and salam). In this paper, the attention of a
philosopher to prayer is examined by examining the kinds of
sanctification used in the works of Sheikh Ishraq. For this purpose,
the Sheikh Ishraq's advice to saying prayers is considered; besides
the prayers of the seekers addressed to the Lord and the angels, and
the prayers of the Lord and the angels for the seekers are mentioned
in the works of Sheikh Ishraq are investigated revealing that prayers
and supplications fit into Ishraghi Suhrawardi’s illuminative wisdom.
Accordingly, Suhrawardi's personal interests in prayers and
sanctifications is not far from his philosophy of enlightenment. The
conditions that he has stated for the acceptance of prayer are all
based on the illuminative wisdom and practical conduct. Thus, it is
clear why a philosopher like Sheikh Ishraq has written prayers and
sanctifications. Moreover, the concepts applied in his invocations
are in accordance with his philosophical insights as well as his
sophia perennis in a manner that one can discover his indescribable
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metaphysical system and philosophical views. Investigation of his
prayers to the stars and spherical soul shows their connection with
the occult work. It has been revealed that in spite of the rejection of
spherical soules and the theory of spheres, how one can relate his
prayers to the stars. Today, as we know, doubts have been
entertained about the philosophers’ argument about the organismic
life of spheres; thus, one has to know if these prayers have lost their
validity. To answer this question, one has to consider the following
issues:

A) Although the ancient reason for the organismic life of spheres is
not valid, we have no evidence that they are non-living.

B) Perhaps each of the planets can be considered a symbol of an
unseen truth. Therefore, what are important about the planets are
the characteristics that have been attributed to each of them and
they have considered them as its manifestation and not the
constellation itself. Thus, perhaps some of these prayers can be
considered as secrets that should not be attributed to their apparent
meaning.

C) The source of replying to prayers is also considered the spiritual
strength of the person who says prayers.

D) Theology states that when a sorcerer addresses the sun and the
planets and makes a request to them, it does not mean that they
hear her/his voice. Nonetheless, just as when the Oud player moves
one string, the other string vibrates and moves automatically; thus,
when one prays in harmony with the other parts of the world, one
causes the world to move. According to these words, it can be said
that even in the ancient times, philosophers did not believe that
because the heavens are alive, they hear the prayers of the seekers,
but they see the universe as a whole, and they believed that by
changing themselves, they could bring about a change in this world.
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