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Abstract

This paper attempts to pursue the critique of Platonic Chorismos relating to
Heidegger’s later thought and thereby to reveal what kind of necessity is
involved in the difference, priority and transcendence of ‘the clearing’
(Lichtung) or the Being as such, as the origin of the ontological difference,
with regard to the Being of beings and the understanding of Being according
to the problem of Phenomenology, i.e. the possibility of appearance and
phenomenality. This necessity wilflbe first considered by interpretation of
the difference and priority of ‘the clearing’ with regard to the status of
phenomenological Apriori in Heidegger’s earlier and later thought by his
referring to Plato’s Doctrine of Recollection; then, Heidegger’s
interpretation of Plato’s Doctrine of Ideas, especially the Idea of the Good,
will be pursued too in three periods in Heidegger’s thought in order to
disclose the transcendence and separation of ‘the clearing’ from Being and
appearance, and consequently, the concealment and unavailability of ‘the
clearing’ at least in a deep nexus with Plato’s Allegories of Sun and Cave; a
connection that has to be emphasized in contrast to Heidegger’s own
position against Plato’s Doctrine of Truth.
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This paper attempts to pursue the critique of the Platonic Chorismos
pertaining to Heidegger’s later thought and thereby to reveal what kind of
necessity is involved in the specific ‘separation’, i.e., in the difference,
priority and transcendence of ‘the clearing’ (Lichtung) or the Being as such,
as the origin of the ontological difference, with regard to Being of beings and
understanding of Being according to the problem of Phenomenology, i.e. the
possibility of appearance and phenomenality.

The critique of the Platonic Chorismos to Heidegger’s later thought
refers to a skeptical and critical questioning which Gadamer aims at the
problem of possibility of speaking and thinking about Being as such ‘without
beings’ as the event of the difference in itself which makes the differentiated
Being from beings first and foremost possible. Heidegger makes against the
metaphysical tradition - as is well known - an accusation that the Being as
such as the origin of the ontological difference can metaphysically never be
thought. This origin must transcend the understanding of Being and the
beings in order to found their ‘constellation’, i.e., their phenomenological
correlation. Such a prior origin seems to be in Gadamer’s critique a
‘separation’ of Being from beings, i.e., appearance from phenomena. Because
it requires in turn an objectifying manner of thinking in which Being could
be thought again as a separate (xwpiotdg) being in itself. This would
contradict obviously the ontological difference. Gadamer criticizes
implicitly Heidegger’s claim in his famous lecture “Time and Being” that
Being ‘is’ or manifests itself (west) ‘without beings’. At the beginning of this
lecture Heidegger speaks about “the attempt to think Being without regard
to its being grounded in terms of beings” in such a way that “the attempt to
think Being without beings becomes necessary”. In Gadamer’s view,
Heidegger lets himself “entangled” in “the old seduction of Chorismos” by
separating of Being as such from Being of beings.

The questions which will be pursued in this paper are: why and how
Heidegger makes this separation in spite of his own precise critique of
Plato’s ontological Chorismos on the basis of the ontological difference. In
other words, we ask what kind of necessity leads Heidegger’s thought to the
point that he has to locate ‘the clearing’ or the Being as such beyond Dasein’s
understanding of Being of beings and prior to it, and in connection with this
question, we attempt to disclose how Heidegger turns necessarily back to
Plato’s ‘Idea of Ideas’ (dya®ov) in order to found the ontological truth as
phenomenality despite his own critical position against Plato’s Doctrine of
Ideas and the onto-theological consequences of Plato’s Idea of the Good, i.e.
the theological interpretation of agathon as the first cause (causa sui).

This necessity will be first considered by interpretation of the difference
and priority of ‘the clearing’ with regard to the status of phenomenological
Apriori in Heidegger’s earlier and later thought by his referring to Plato’s
Doctrine of Recollection. In Marburg lectures of 1927, The basic Problems of
Phenomenolgy, Heidegger declares that Plato is “the discoverer of the
Apriori” and leads it back to the temporality of understanding of Being
which is, according to Heidegger’s interpretation, allegorically described in
Plato’s Doctrine ofg Anamnesis. The original and ontological meaning of the
Apriori characterizes the priority of the understanding of Being with regard
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to the encountering with beings and is based on the phenomenological
initial Apriori as an initial fact: ‘That’ beings appear. This initial fact or
‘thatness’ refers to the facticity of ‘Da’, i.e., the openness in which the
appearance or Being of beings occurs. In Being and Time, that openness or
‘Da’ of Dasein is called ‘the clearing’ and its facticity is identified with the
ontological meaning of the Apriori. The facticity of Dasein is nothing but the
occurrence of the ontological difference. Although Heidegger refutes in his
later thought the usage of the concept of Apriori for the characterization of
his own understanding of Being as such, but he describes ‘the clearing’ as
‘the initial matter’ (Ur-Sache) or ‘initial phenomenon’ (Urphinomen) and
underlines thereby its priority to Being ofp beings.

In connection with the priority of the Being as such, its transcendence
and at least its concealment will be discussed in this paper with regard to
Heidegger’s ontological interpretation of Plato’s Doctrine of Ideas,
especia%ly the Idea of the Good. It will be pursued in three periods in
Heidegger’s thought in order to disclose the transcendence and separation
of ‘the clearing’ from Being and appearance, and consequently, the
concealment and unavailability of ‘the clearing’ at least in a deep nexus with
Plato’s Allegories of Sun and Cave; a connection that has to be emphasized
in contrast to Heidegger’s own position against Plato’s Doctrine of Truth in
his later thought in one of the most criticized texts of Heidegger, Plato’s
Doctrine of Truth in 1940. Heidegger attempts in three Marburg lectures, Basic
Concepts of the Ancient Philosophy, The Basic Problems of Phenomenology and The
Metaphysical Foundations of Logic to interpret Plato’s Doctrine of Ideas in
accordance to his project of Fundamental Ontology. The ideas are neither
transcendent-objective in the old sense of an ontical metaphysics nor
transcendental-subjective in in the modern epistemological sense, but
rather they are the appearance or the presence (napovoia) of the beings
which makes our encountering with the beings possible. The basic condition
of this appearance and presence of beings, i.e. the horizon for
understanding of Being, is the temporality of Dasein as the initial projecting
(Entwurf) of Being which transcends Being and makes it possible. Tlie Idea
of the Good which goes ‘beyond Being’ (énékeiva tfig ovoiag) is here
interpreted with regard to the transcendence and temporality of Dasein and
its Being-in-the-world. In Freiburg lectures The Essence of Truth: On Plato's
Cave Allegory and Theaetetus 1931-32 Heidegger changes his position by the
interpretation of the transcendence of the Idea of the Good. He emphasizes
that the Idea of the Good must transcend Dasein’s understanding of Being
and has to be prior to Dasein. By discussing the lectures of 1931-32 we can
recognize that the Idea of the Good remains for the fundamental-ontological
interpretation unavailable and thus, the concept of ‘concealment’ obtains
here implicitly its new meaning which becomes after Heidegger’s turn
(Kehre) decisive for his later thinking about the event of Being. The Idea of
the Good as Being as such discloses itself in relation to Dasein’s finite
Understanding of Being as concealment which is simultaneously the
openness for the appearance of the Being of beings, i.e., as the
phenomenological Apriori that shows itself in relation with the ontological
tinitude of Dasein merely in the initial ‘event’ (Ereignis): ‘That’ the beings
appear.
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