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Abstract

Based on Dasatir’s approach, world history is divided into some basic
periods (Mehin Charkh) andeach of these main periods is divided into some
shorter periods (Kehin Charkh). The big period in which we are has begun
with “Abad”, the prophet who all of the people in the current world are of
his generation. After Abad’s period, three short periods have been passed
until fifth-period “Golshahian”. Studying Dasatirian criteria for the
beginning and end of the one period, it is shown “Kay khosrow” is the final
prophet of Golshahian and Zoroaster is the first prophet of the consequent
period. Concerning this fact that “Sasan V” is the final prophet of the
Zoroastrian period and “Parviz” is the last divine king in Dasatir, it is
demonstrated that Dasatir should be considered as the enunciation of
Azarkeyvan who is the first prophet of the seventh short period.
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Dasatiris known to be the scripture of Azarkeyvanians, but this fact is not
yet explained. It is even more complicated because unexpectedly, the
names and indications of Azarkeyvan and his followers are never
expressed in the book. Dasatiris considered in this study as the narrator of
the sacred history of humanity with a definite purpose, and it is tried to
show how the Iranian scheme of Azarkeyvanians serves as the explanatory
factor for the prophethood of Azarkeyvan. Aiming at this, the major and
minor periods of human history are classified according to Dasatir, and the
internal logic of this course is then focused to clarify the ultimate goal of

the book.

According to the main viewpoint of Dasatir, world history is classified into
some greater cycles (Mehin Charkh) and their exact number is not definite.
Each great cycle (Mehin Charkh) is also classified into some smaller cycles
(KehinCharkh), and finally, a great cycle is ended by one of these small
cycles. The great cycle to whic% we belong is started by “Abad”, a prophet
who is the father of all humans. From this point of view, Dasatiris a
description of the current great cycle. Based on Dasatir, each great cycle
begins with a prophet and ends with a king. In the age of the last king of
each small cycle, cﬁsobedience and immorality of people will cause the king
to abandon his people. Then, there would be chaos, and a period of total
riot will reign over the humans leading to the end of the small cycle and
the emergence of a new prophet who begins the next cycle. In Dasatir, five
small cycles directly named which are titled based on the names of the
prophets of the beginning of each cycle: Abadian, Jian, Yasian, Shaiyan,
and, Golshahian. According to the mentioned principles, the end of the
Golshahian cycle corresponds to the prophethood of Kay Khosrow. Being a
special prophet, Kay Khosrow always concentrates on the upper world, and
he constantly seeks to return to God. Thus, Kay Khosrow not only fathers
no children, but also avoids women, and in the end, he is ascended toward
God. The new small cycle is started by the emergence of Zoroaster, and
according to Dasatir, this cycle is continued until the end of the
prophethood of the Sasan V. This cycle would end when Khosrow Parviz is
killed, and a period of chaos and disorder is started coinciding with the
Arab Invasion of Iran. In the predictions of the “letter of Shet Sasan 17, it is
stated that a prophet will appear from his generation, and he begins a new

small cycle.

Therefore, by studying the course of the important events and the
sequence of prophets in Dasatir, it is clarified that in this book, a special
view of the world and man has led to a special conception of the
relationship between man and God. The most important point in this
relationship is how man is related to God by such a medium called prophet.
Thus, in order to preserve this relationship, necessarily the series of
Erophets must appear in different periods resulted from the change in

uman societies. Therefore, the question is raised by the reader at the end
of Dasatir is that has this course come to an end? And will any other
prophet emerge? This question is realized when it is set aside the first
question, and that shows why Dasatir is the scripture of Azarkeyvanians. If
we remember the course of contents and the way the prophets appear as it
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was stated before, an explicit answer will be provided and that is the
emergence of a new series of prophets among which Azarkeyvan is the
major one. More clearly, the whole content of Dasatir is an introduction to
appearance of Azarkeyvan as a new prophet, and that is why this book is
called the scripture of Azarkeyvanians. Thus, Azarkeyvan must be
considered a prophet who is a descendant of Sasan I according to his

genealogy presented in Dabestan e Mazaheb.

The scheme explained above represents the end pursued by the author or
authors of Dasatir. In other words, they created a historical structure in
order to justify the prophethood of Azarkeyvan. Thus, the author or
authors of Dasatir used materials and subjects that are not only incorrect
in most cases, but also fake and spurious. The prophets and kings who are
referred to until the fifth small cycle in Dasatirhave no historical existence
and they are created only to fill the gaps in the primary cycles of this
spurious history. Such a story with these prophets having a very long
background is fabricated by using false expressions in order to present the
content of Dasatiras sacred history and to attract the readers who were
unaware of the ultimate goal of this book at the beginning. In the fifth
small cycle of Dasatir, all of the prophets who are inspired by mythological
characters of Iranian culture have never been recognized as prophets. In
this section, the historical figures such as Alexandar and Dara are
discussed; however, their false identity is completely obvious. It is only in
the sixth small cycle of Dasatirthat some historical figures such as
Zoroaster or some kings like Khosrow Parviz are identifiable. But the
content of this section is also arranged intentionally to pave the way for
the prophethood of Azarkeyvan in the next cycle. As it was recognized
through this study, there are several serious errors in the formal plan of
Dasatir. In addition to the abnormal “duration” of primary cycles and final
cycles in Dasatir, when the fifth small cycle begins and the mythological
figures appear, the author or authors of Dasatir are compelled to change
the way a cycle begins or ends according to the background of figures
because the reader already knows about them, and consequently, this cycle
would be different from previous cycles in terms of the arrangement. This
issue is raised at the end of the fifth small cycle and the beginning of the

sixth cycle more than before, and the principled order is challenged .
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