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Abstract

In philosophical books, the issue of "Individuation" and the
determination of its criteria have been discussed. This research examines
the opinion of "Ghias-al-Din Mansur-Dashtaki"”, one of the philosophers
in the Shiraz Philosophical School, regarding Individuation. With
deliberation on his works on the basis of Sadrian thought and by a
descriptive-analytical method, it turned out that Ghias-al-Din considers
"Individuation" as a mentally posited issue and amongst the Secondary
Intelligibles; believing it to be redundant to the quiddity and relevant to
the identity of the obiect; meaning not having an independent existence
outside and the same as individual quiddity. Ghias-al-Din considers the
stability of human personality in this world and the hereafter as the
continuation of its quiddity and in regard to the cause of human
Individuation he has been contradicting himself. For Ghias-al-din
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Mansour the principality of quiddity is the basis of Individuation while
for Mulla Sadra it’s the principality of existence.

Key words: Individuation, Ghias al-Din Mansur Dashtaki, Existence, Mulla
Sadra, Secondry Intelligible, Universal, Corporeal Resurrection.

By Individuation it means anything, regardless of its common features
which may share with other objects, to be distinct as an individual from the
other than itself, and its truth and compatibility with the other to be
impossible. The basis of the problem of Individuation is the comparison of a
specific quiddity with its individual. For, the very conception of a universal
essence - like man - does not in itself preclude participation, whereas the
individual of that essence such as x & Y is not the case. That is, its conception
prevents its participation and predicate of many. Hence, Muslim
philosophers have considered the factor of Individuation as superfluous and
incidental to essence, which hinders the ability to be compatible with many
and leads to non-participation. There is a disagreement among the Muslim
philosophers concerning the cause of Individuation.

The present research seeks to examine the views of one of the exponents of
Shiraz school of philosophy on the criterion of Individuation based on the
Transcendent Philosophy, that is, the views of "Mansur bin Sadr al-Din
Dashtaki Shirazi" known as Ghias al-Din, who was a Peripatetic-
Iluminationist thinker and was greatly influenced by his predecessors,
especially Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. In his view, "Individuation", like
other philosophical concepts such as being, universality and particularity,
etc., is a secondary intelligibles, unlike the quantitative concepts, it has no
direct and objective basis. Ghias al-Din Mansur considers secondary
intelligibles as intellectual effects that occurred on the mental existence of
objects and have no instance in the external world, that is, the object is
attributed to the secondary intelligibles as long as it is bound to mental
existenc . His statements confirm his confusion of the secondary logical and
Fhilosophical intelligible. Accordingly, Ghiyas al-Din Mansur considers the
ogical particularity as the real particularity and tries to establish the view
of Dashtaki, the father by referring individuation and universality to the wa
of perception to secure the reality of the concept of particularity throug
sensory relation with the outside world.

Dashtaki, who explicitly calls Individuation as contrary to the notion of
oneness of being and superfluous to Essence, and within the identity of the
object, first introduces Essence as the criterion of Individuation. He
considers the Individuation of Necessary Being, which is the "pure being",
to be concerned to the very essence, and the Individuation of immaterial
beings to the requirement of their essence. As for the criterion of
Individuation in the possible material beings, he says that the cause of
Individuation is sometimes form and sometimes accidents subsequent to
matter, a matter which is either individualized by essence or due to the
accidents immanently, because its essence and requirement are common
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among material being. Therefore, only the separate accidents can be the
cause of Individuation, and since the existence of accidents for- other- than
itself, their individuations depend on their subject or place, and this place is
nothing but matter.

In his philosophical psychology Ghiyas al-Din Mansur believes in the
spiritualp origination ofy the soul and attributes the distinction and
multiplicity of the souls to the body. He considers man to be a single natural
being which is composed of two components: the elemental body and the
soul or the spirit, and of course the main component and the essential
purpose of man is the divine spirit. Accordingly, the existential
individuation and identity of each individual depends on the soul and none
of the parts of the body are involved in determining his identity. However,
in the discussion of bodily resurrection, which requires proving the personal
identity of man before and after death based on the criterion of
Individuation, he has expressed different opinion. In the issue of bodily
resurrection, after presenting his innovative opinion in this discussion, he
has assumed that "the re-attachment of the soul to the elemental body" is a
factor in the stability of human personality; and based on the principiality
of quiddity, it has preserved the identity of the human person by continuing
his essence in two states of the world and the hereafter.

As for the comparison of Ghiyas al-Din Mansur's theory with the
philosophical foundations of Mulla Sadra, it should be noted that what has
made Ghiyas al-Din different from Mulla Sadra are as follows:1- The
confusion of the secondary logical and philosophical intelligibles; 2- The
confusion of the logical and philosophical "universal and particular"; 3-
Incoherence in determining the criterion of human personal identity.
Finally, it should be noted that the root of his conflict is that the basis of
individuality in Ghiyas al-Din is the principiality of quiddity and in Mulla
Sadra the principiality of existence.

Since Mulla Sadra considers "existence" as a factor of Individuation in
material and immaterial beings; needless to say, the point of contrast
between him and Ghiyas al-Din lies within his view of the secondary
intelligibles, where Ghiyas-al-Din Mansur, by combining the logical and
philosophical secondary intelligibles, explicitly considers " Individuation "
to be the mentally posited secondary intelligibles Mulla Sadra considers it
as genuine existence.

Based on the evolution of the issue of secondary intelligible and its types,
Sadr al-Mutaallehin distinguished between the two logical and
philosophical meanings of "universal and particular." He considered
universal and particular as secondary philosophical intelligibles that have
mental occurrence and external attributes. Therefore, the criterion of
universality in philosophy is the same as existence in terms of plurality, and
the criterion of particularity is numerical unity. The philosophical
universality is the same natural universality, which is the source of the
division of particularity in singular sense which comprise external
identities. So, firstly, the claim of synonymy of Individuation and logical
particularity cannot be accepted, and secondly, Mulla Sadra's words on the
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way of perceiving the universal nature differs from Dashtaki's view on
"referring universality and particularity to the way of perception ." Because,
according to Mulla Sadra, the advantage of universal and particular is not
only due to the way of perception, but due to the percept as well.

Based on Sadra's view; where Ghiyas al-Din considers quiddity as the
criterion of individuality, he, indeed, has committed the confusion of
individuation and distinction. For if Individuation is inherent in quiddity,
you would not be exposed to the concept of universality within reason.
Moreover, Mulla Sadra accepts the role of matter only in terms of achieving
individual plurality of quiddity, and considers the definite effects of matter
to be in need of a real particular, that is, "existence".

In his philosophical psychology, although Mulla Sadra, despite believing in
the "corporeal origination of the soul", he agrees with Dashtaki and
considers the soul as the basis of human identity and individuuation, but in
the discussion of bodily resurrection, he tries to establish the identity and
objectivity of the hereafter and the worldly man only through individual
unity of the soul. Therefore, by proposing the "equation of Individuation
and existence" and by attaching it to the principle that "the Individuation
of the human body is in the soul itself and not its matter" he does not give
any basis to the elemental body and believes that although the resurrected
body in terms of matter is other than the elemental body, but the unity of
the soul - which is the cause of individuality - preserves personal identity.
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