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One of the common interpretations of Sadra's epistemology is a view that
in spite of strict adherence to Sadra's existential standpoint in explaining
the truth of knowledge, has a considerable difference in other branches
and derivative principals of this issue with Sadra’s philosophy; The relation
between knowledge and mental mode of existence, determination of the
instances of the known-by-essence in the acquired knowledge and some
other related issues are among the problems that make such an explicit
difference. The key element to understand this controversy is the belief in
detachment and existential otherness between knowledge and mental
mode of existence. One of the consequences of such a detachment is the
idea that mental existence is a shadow of knowledge; Considering that the
existence of knowledge is known by essence and that the mental existence
is known-by-accident are some other consequences that arise from this
detachment. However, we will show in this study that this detachment for
Sadra is merely a mentally posited one and that knowledge and mental
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existence from his point of view have an existential unity. Contrary to the
interpretation mentioned before, this is the mental existence which is
known by essence in the acquired knowledge and at last, mental existence
is in the shadow of the existence of knowledge itself, not in the shadow of
external beings.
Key Words: Knowledge, mental existence, known by essence, known by
accident, Mulla Sadra , Javadi Amoli.
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