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Gnosticism is an esoteric movement that most researchers consider
dualism as of its most important characteristics; because the
contradiction between good and evil (light and darkness) and
consequently the gap between the creators of these two realms goes
so far as to say that most Gnostics believe that not only the Almighty
God did not create the universe, but also he was unaware of it. Some
scholars even consider dualism to be the hallmark of all forms of
Gnosticism. But Valentinian, as the largest and most influential
Gnostic movement, presents a monistic image of God, far from
dualistic one. The most important intellectual characteristic of
Valentinianis is the belief in a single, absolute, and transcendent
power beyond the world of plurality. The interpretation of knowledge,
from the texts discovered in Nag Hammadi, states: “... your father,
who is in heaven, is one”. In another Valentinian text, called
Valentinian Expression, there is an account of God that: “... the father
that[is, the Root] of the All,... [He dwells alone] in silence, [he was] a
Monad and no one [was] before him ...”. The Tripartite Tractatealso
states: “only the Father and God in the proper sense that no one else
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begot ...”. Valentinus, like other Gnostics, by making a distinction
between absolute power and God who is Creator, recognizes the
material world as a product of Demiurge, as an inferior god; Here
Valentinians actually deny the Gnostic dualism and correspond the
realm of Demiurgeunder with the realm of almighty God. According
to Valentinus, "It is He who fashioned the totality, and within Him
there is totality." Irenaeus also believes that the Valentinians admit
that: "The Father of all contains all things, and that there is nothing
whatever outside of the Heroma ...”. While Valentinus believes that
the all-encompassing father is never included: “the depth of the one
who encircles all spaces while there is none that encircles him.” The
remarkable thing about Valentinian thinking is that despite creating
a hierarchy of aeons and the Creator God, who is an inferior deity,
Almighty and absolute power, the environment is still created on the
whole realm, in such a way that Demiurge and the other aeons are
within the realm of absolute power and under his power. Of course,
all Gnostics believe in a transcendent power with a higher status
than the Creator God, but the realm of power and action of the
Creator God and the Almighty God is considered as two completely
separate spheres; So what makes Valentinianthinking different from
other Gnostic currents is that there is only one Truth and everything
else depends on it and is part of it. In this article, an attempt has
been made to provide the necessary reasons for clarifying the
monistic thinking of Valentinians by the method of content analysis.

Keywords: Dualism, Gnosticism, Gospel of Truth, Irenaeus, Monism,
Valentine
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