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According to an established belief, Naturalism is a point of view
characterized by two philosophical doctrines namely, ontological
naturalism and methodological naturalism. Followinght){lis account of
naturalism, one may pose the question: what is the relationship
between these two d}(;ctrines that made philosophers include both of
them under the title of “naturalism”? There has been presented four
viewpoints on the subject: lack of relationship between these two,
epistemic priority of ontological naturalism over methodological
naturalism, epistemic priority of methodological naturalism over
ontological naturalism, and relationship between them with no
priority. In the present paper, we examine these views and try to
show ‘that none is satisfactory and adequate. Thereafter, an
alternative view is recommended for describing naturalism
according to which, the problem of relation between different
doctrines may be resolved. Concisely Lawden’s research tradition

model which is originally posed for explaining the historical
development of science and related problems is applied.
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