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Pro. Seyyed Hossein Nasr, the greatest living traditionalist philosopher in
contemporary world, has defined a fundamental element as a principle for
Sophia Perennis which is metaphysical distinction between Intellectus and
Ratio. To him, The Sacred Knowledge is the fruit of Divine Intuitive
Intelligence but Science or Modern Philosophical Schools is the result of
human Rational Faculty, thus distinguishes The Sacred Knowledge, by
clarification of its inherent essence, from Philosophy. According to him,
the Ratio is the reflection and reverberation of Universal Intellect upon
human mind and thus the logical rationalization is purely the formal and
exterior expression of The Subject from experience of The Object which is
metaphysical Reality and is prior to Ratio and Subject Itself who processing
the act of Reasoning. The outcome of Nasr’s argumentum is the
‘Nluminative’ and Donated characteristics of Sacred Knowledge which
diffuses from Universal Origin upon the human Hearts, the seat of
Intelligence, unlike philosophy which is attainable by acquisition.
Mystically speaking, the Sacred Knowledge is as ‘State’ and not as ‘Station’,
thus it is considered as ‘The Bestowals’ not ‘The Earnings’. Referring to the
essential works by Nasr and other Traditionalists, in this article which has
been done in analytical-descriptive method, first we analyze the
metaphysical principles of the Sacred Knowledge which is the Traditional
Oriental Metaphysics both in East and West and then study its relationship
with Philosopﬁy and Theology.

# Ph.D student of philosophy and Islamic theology ,llam University .E-mail:
dehgani.saeed@vahoo.com

#3 Assistant professor of philosophy and Islamic theology ,llam University. E-
mail :a.hasanpour@ilam.ac.ir

s#xEmeritus professor, the Iranian Institute of Philosophy .E-mail:
aavani@irip.ir
Recived date: 15/9/2019 Accepted date:3/11/2019


mailto:javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
tel:+982167238208
mailto:aavani@irip.ir

\YaA thﬁ‘) 9 j‘:‘.‘.’.l'.’. A b)L«.jJ LJ).>.' Q‘J{Q)L?- \YA

According to Nasr, Metaphysics is a Knowledge as sound as mathematics
with the same clarity and certainty but can only be attained by intellectual
intuition and never by pure Ratiocination. Hence, Metaphysics differs with
Philosophy, as it usually understood, and with various philosophical
thoughts. More precisely, Metaphysics is a kind of intuition of Reality
whicﬁ is realized by spiritual perfection of one’s soul and it is sacredness
and therefore is achieved only in content of a revealed Tradition. That’s
why we should use “Metaphysic” in singular form not in plural form, as we
do in the case of philosophy. On the other hand, although there are some
similarity between Metaphysics and Theology but they differ in some ways.
The scared knowledge comes directly from the Intellect while theological
knowledge is issued indirectly from Revelation. In acquiring the sacred
knowledge, Man is not considered as a Subject but as a being not departed
in his essence from Divine nature, and so gets this kind of knowledge. But
in theology, since the mind of The believers is based on Revelation and not
on the knowledge itself, which can be acquired by themselves, their
knowledge is an indirect form and so they necessarily confuse that symbol
or form with super-formal pure “truth”, whereas the Metaphysics can use
that form or image solely as a linguistic tool, though with knowing the
relativity of that form with that Truth. In other word, let’s say the theology
translate the universal metaphysical truths into the language of dogmatic

faith. .
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The Need for a Sacred Science, Chapter 7, ‘Traditional Sciences’, p.49.
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