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The rule “from the One, only one proceeds” is among controversial rules
in the history of Islamic philosophy. Most philosophers accepted the rule,
whereas most theologians rejected it, since they believed that the rule would
put a limit on Divine absolute power. The issue with the rule came up not
only among Muslim theosophists, but also Christian medieval theologians.
Most of the arguments for the rule were provided by Avicenna (980-
1038), one of which is said to have been made by him in response to his pupil
Bahmanyar (d. 1066). Although this argument does not exist word for word
in Avicenna’s edited works, its analogue is mentioned in his al-Mubahithat.
This argument prompted objections from Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (1149-1210).
Later, however, such philosophers as Jalal al-Din al-Dawant (1426-1502) and
Mirza Ibrahim Hamadani (d. 1616) defended Avicenna, maintaining that his
argument was flawless.
The rule “from the One, only one proceeds” has a neo-Platonic
antecedent. Again and again this rule is referred to in Plotinus’ works.
Plotinus (205-270) contended that from the One only one being proceeds
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immediately. Introduced to the Islamic world through such neo-platonic
works as Theologia and al-Idah fi al-Khayr al-Mahd, the rule was employed by
Muslim philosophers to account for the issuance of multiplicity from the
real, simple One. The rule is based on the rule of the compatibility of the
cause and effect. Muslim philosophers mentioned the latter using different
terms. Some of them called it “the essential relationship between the cause
and effect”, some “the particular relationship between cause and effect”,
and yet some others described the relationship as an “essential
compatibility”. According to Avicenna the subject matter of the rule is that
from the real simple One multiplicity cannot proceed. In other words, for
him, if we can just form a conception of the real simple One, we realize that
the rule is self-evident, which is why philosophers like him use the term
tanbth when discussing the rule.

Al-Razi has made objections to several arguments provided by Avicenna
for the rule. According to al-Razi, if we state that “A proceeds from B” then
the converse of the statement is “A does not proceed from B”. In Avicenna’s
argument, however, the converse of “A proceeds from B” is considered to be
“Non-A proceeds from B”, while we know that “Non-A proceeds from B” is
not the converse of “A proceeds from B”. Hence, a-Razi says, even children
will laugh at Avicenna’s argument.

In his short treatise An Explanation of Avicenna’s Words to Prove the Rule of
“from the One Only One Proceeds”, Mirza Ibrahim Hamadani has defended
Avicenna’s proof and responded to al-Razi’s objection. At the end of his
treatise, he sought to offer a view by which to illuminate Avicenna’s words
such that al-Razi’s objection proves irrelevant. If a cause, Hamadani
explains, has two effects, then each of the effects has a particular
relationship with the cause which the other is lacking. Provided that the real
One is the source of both A and non-A, then it is necessary for the real One
to have a particular relationship with A other than its particular relationship
with non-A, and if this One is the real One, it follows that it, qua the One, is
and is not the source of non-A, which is contradictory.

As the Mirza Ibrahim Hamadant's treatise has not been edited and
published so far and there is no research into his biography, in the present
work we first make a mention of his life and work as well as his teachers and
pupils, and then edit and investigate the text of his treatise based on four
manuscripts.

Not much is known about HamadanTt's life. His father was a judge in
Hamadan (hence his surname “Qazizadah”, meaning the son of the Judge).
After the demise of his father, the latter’s position went to him, but he was
not very interested and spent most of his time reading and researching. He
was a contemporary of and friends with Sheikh Baha’l. Hamadant learnt
intellectual sciences from Sayyid Fakhr al-Din Muhammad Astarabadi
Sammaki and also for a while was a pupil of Mirza Makhdiim Isfahant.
Lessons given by Hamadani were attended by many scholars, including
Murad ibn ‘Al Khan Tafrishi, Mulla ‘Abd al-Baqi Shukiihi Hamadani and
Sayyid Mustafa ibn Husayn Tafrishi (the author of Naqd al-Rijal). Hamadant
is believed to have died in 1616. According to Afandi, he was martyred in
Yerevan.
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There are several manuscripts of An Explanation of Avicenna’s Words to
Prove the Rule of “from the One Only One Proceeds” in Iran. To edit the treatise
we used four manuscripts housed in the library of the Iranian Parliament:

a) Manuscript no. 17380/109, coded A

b) Manuscript no. 11520/5, coded B

c) Manuscript no. 1803/9, coded C

d) Manuscript no. 1823/7, coded D.

The manuscripts are not vastly different from each other, but,
everything considered, manuscripts B and D are more accurate and it seems
that they have had a same source. In some cases, there are notes on the
margins of the manuscripts that we have marked by " There are three
annotations on manuscript A one of which is signed by H.N. In manuscript C
is the same annotation with the same signature. The second annotation,
which is a quotation from Mulla Sadra’s response to al-Raz1’s criticism of his
The Transcendent Philosophy of the Four Journeys of the Intellect, does not have a
signature on it. The third which is irrelevant to the topic is about the issue
of time. We have mentioned the two relevant annotations at the end of our
discussion.

Keywords: Al-Wahid Principle; Ibn Sina;, Fakhr Razi;, Jalaloddin Davani;,
Mirza Ibrahim of Hamadan
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