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Abstract

In confirming the theory that the fana or Wahdat al-wujid in Islamic
mysticism is due to the entry of Vedanta's teachings into the Islamic
world,Zaehner paid attention to some of Bayazid's statements and tried
hard to reconcillz some of his statements with the words of the Upanishads.
In describing his ascension (miraj),Bayazid called what he saw in this
journey a khuda (deception) and This prompted Zaehner to introduce
"deception" as the equivalent of "Maya" in the Shvetashvatara Upanishad.In
order to strengthen his theory, he also tried to find a suitable equivalent in
the Upanishads and the Bhagavadgita among some of the other titles that
Bayazid mentioned in his Ascension.In this writing,by proving the Islamic
origin of the interpretation of "deception" and also by arguing the semantic
difference between "deception" and "Maya" the inaccuracy of Zaehner's
claim is revealed and his theory about the influence of Vedanta on Islamic
mysticism is challenged.
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The study of the sources of Islamic mysticism from the middle of the
nineteenth century to the middle of the twentieth century was the focus of
attention of many Orientalists. Several theories were presented by them in
expressing the origin of Islamic mysticism. Many of them, for various
reasons, tried to find the origins of Islamic mysticism outside of Islam and
spoke about the attraction of non-Islamic elements to Islamic mysticism

uring the period of development and evolution. They usually agreed that
the flow of Islamic mysticism is an external seedlings that has come to the
Islam. The theory of the effect of the Philosophical School of Vedanta on
Islamic mysticism was emphasized by some scholars of mysticism, as if their
most significant was Robert Zaehner.

In confirming the theory that the fana (the passing away) or Wahdat al-
wujid (the unity of existence) in Islamic mysticism is due to the entry of
Vedanta's teachings into the Islamic world, R.C. Zaehner paid attention to
some of Bayazid's statements and tried hard to reconcile some of his
statements with the words of the Upanishads.

Regarding the proof of his claim, Zaehner refers to several evidences, one
of which is related to a narration of Bayazid's miraj (Ascension), which
Sarraj has mentioned it in " Kitab al-luma' fi'l-tasawwuf™:

‘As soon as I reached [god’s] unity’ [he says], ‘1 became a bird whoso body
was of oneness and whose wings were of everlastingness, and I went on
flying in atmosphere of relativity for ten years until I entered into an
atmosphere a hundred million times as large; and I went on flying until I
reached the expanse of eternity and in it I saw the tree of oneness.” Then
[says sarr3j], he described the soil [in which it grew] its root and branch, its
shoots and] fruits, and then he said: ‘then I looked, and I knew that all this
was deceit.’

in this phrase, Bayazid called what he saw in this miraj a khuda
(deception) and This prompted Zaehner to introduce "deception" as the
equivalent of "Maya" in the Shvetashvatara Upanishad. In order to
strengthen his theory, he also tried to find a suitable equivalent in the
Upanishads and the Bhagavadgita among some of the other titles that
Bayazid mentioned in his Ascension.

Because In his view, the exact translation of the Maya into Arabic is a
deception And also because He has not seen in any Sufi's book that the

world) be introduced as a khuda, It has led him to consider Bayazid in his use

of the term khuda to be influenced by Shankara's interpretation of "Maya".

Regardless of the general critique of the type of Zaehner method in
theorizing; Such as "similarity is not the cause of adaptation" and also
regardless of the fact that proving the origin of Islamic mysticism from Islam
itself, prevents us from accepting adaptation from other mystical schools,
Examination of Zaehner's theory shows that what he said in proving the
concurrence of khuda in Bayazid's miraj with Maya in the the
Shvetashvatara Upanishad has at least four objections:

The first: translation of "Maya" in Shvetashvatara Upanishad into
"deception" has been denied by some scholars, such as the Radhakrishnan.
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Secondly: the claim of not using deception about the world by other
mystics is not acceptable. The use of deception about the world is seen in
the words of the Ahl al-Bayt (as) as well as the Dhu al-Nun and Junayd.

Third: from the evidence in other words of Bayazid, it is clear that the
meaning of deception in Bayazid's expression is a matter of neglecting God,
and the use of deception in this meaning has Islamic origins.

Finally: the meaning of the Maya with the interpretation that Shankara
has made, does not correspond to the deception in Bayazid's expression,
because the meaning of Shankara has an epistemological meaning (lack of
external correspondence for perceptual forms) and in Bayazid's ascension,
"deception" has only a psychological meaning, because he called, not all
creatures, but only what he saw in his ascension deception, due to
neglecting God.
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