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Abstract

We narrate humans as we see and feel them, and we do this by drawing upon terms
that are understandable by others as well. A Sufi or a mystic, however, is like a
dream-stricken mute who has an experience which cannot be expressed by words.
In order to communicate the experience, he or she has to deploy linguistic
expressions. Thus, he or she makes a recourse to words, and in order to avoid
misunderstandings, he elucidates what he or she means by these words. In this
article, we have critically edited the Persian treatise Sharh -i Mus t alah d t-i
S i fiyya. In the preface of the article, we are concerned with the history of the
origin of Sufi terms and their expositions among Sufis, as we have introduced
instances of Sufi work in which these terms are elucidated. What is critical about
Sufi terms is whether they are grounded in the Qur’an and h adi ths or are just
coined by Sufis. Although Sufism has obviously been influenced by non-Islamic
schools of thought, the theory that Sufi terms are rooted in the Qur’an is very
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popular among Sufis, historians of Sufism, and contemporary scholars of Sufism.
We aslo have compared this treatise with the treatise Rashf al-Alh a z fi Kashf
al-Alfa z attributed to Sharaf al-Di n H usayn ibn Ulfati Tabri zi which bears
strong similarity to our treatise in its content.

Keywords: Sufi Terms, Sharh-i mustalahat-i sufiyyah, Rashf al-alhaz fi kashf al-
alfaz, Sharaf al-Din Ulfat1

We narrate humans as we see and feel them, and we do this by drawing upon
terms that are understandable by others as well. A Sufi or a mystic, however, is
like a dream-stricken mute who has an experience which cannot be expressed
by words. In order to communicate the experience, he or she has to deploy
linguistic expressions. Thus, he or she makes a recourse to words, and in order
to avoid misunderstandings, he elucidates what he or she means by these words.
In this article, we have critically edited the Persian treatise Sharh-i Mustalahat-i
Siifiyya. In the preface of the article, we are concerned with the history of the
origin of Sufi terms and their expositions among Sufis, as we have introduced
instances of Sufi work in which these terms are elucidated. What is critical about
Sufi terms is whether they are grounded in the Qur’an and hadiths or are just
coined by Sufis. Although Sufism has obviously been influenced by non-Islamic
schools of thought, the theory that Sufi terms are rooted in the Qur’an is very
popular among Sufis, historians of Sufism, and contemporary scholars of Sufism.
There is no doubt that without drawing upon the texts of the Qur’an and hadiths,
it would be impossible for an intellectual system like Sufism to be constituted
from merely non-Islamic elements. Later, in addition to terms borrowed from
the Qur’an, hadiths, and Islamic disciplines, Sufis deployed two classes of
particular terms which brought about a dramatic change in their language:
“love”-related terms and “wine”-related terms. These two classes of terms
describe states that go beyond the limits of human reason. It is very difficult to
describe either love or wine-drinking in terms of the ordinary language, as the
difficulty was experienced by Sufis. The terms “love” and “drunkenness” with
which Sufis characterized themselves led to strong protests by the pious, who
accused the former of disbelief. In particular, the use of “love” to describe the
relation between humans and God angered the pious, because they believed that
“love” signifies the sexual relation between men and women, and it cannot be
used to characterize the human-God relation. The uses began, however, to be
admitted by the pious and they gave up criticizing the Sufis because of such uses.
Having to interf)ret aw?r these terms, Sufis used them as indicators of their
intuitions and elaborated their uses of these terms; for example, they explained
that “hair” (zulf) symbolized the plurality of the material world and “spot” (khal)
symbolized unity in order to rescue themselves from accusations. Exposition of
Sufi terms was first presented as part or a chapter of a book and was later
presented in the form of monographs. Such essays or treatises include two
sections or two types of terms: (1) a lexicology of non-metaphorical terms (non-
symbolic), and (Zfa lexicology of metaphorical terms (symbolic). 1t is hard to

etermine the exact date wgen metaphorical terms appeared among Sufis,
although we know that such terms were mature and known enough in the late
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sixth or the early seventh centuries AH (twelfth or thirteenth centuries CE),
because the book Awrdd al-ahbab by Abu-lI-Mafakhir Yahya Bakharzi (d.
736/1336) points to certain metaphorical Sufi terms in its section on Samd‘
dance, such as “wine,” “monastery,” “Zunnar,” “tarsa” (Christian or Nazarene),
and “kharabat” (literally: ruins), and the terms continued to be used after that.
Another significant treatise concerning metaphorical Sufi terms is Rashf al-Alhaz
fiKashf al-Alfaz attributed to Sharaf al-Din Husayn ibn Ulfati Tabrizi in the eighth
century AH (fourteenth century CE). The treatise Sharh-i Mustalahat-i Safiyya
whose full text we have critically edited at the end of this article is another link
of the chain of such works, which bears strong similarity to Rashf al-Alhaz in its
content. In this article, we begin by an introduction of the treatise and its
similarities to and differences from Rashf al-Alhaz. With this study, we show that
the two treatises are, despite their strong similarities, two wholly independent
treatises. There is an olé) and valuable manuscript available for the treatise
Sharh-i Mustalahdt-i Siifiyya. It is the 17 treatise in a collection of manuscripts
held in Abi Rayhan Birani Foundation of Oriental Studies in Tashkent
(Uzbekistan), number 3100, in 211 folios. Sayyid ‘All Moujani, who has provided
an image of the collection, has called it the “Song of Bukhara.” Earlg)/ in this
collection, after Sayyid ‘Ali Moujani’s brief introduction, ‘Ali Bahramiyan
provides a list of the treatises in this collection (18 treatises). Since the Bukhara
collection has not been introduced elsewhere and because of certain mistakes in
the list of the contents of the collection, some of which we were able to correct,
we provide the list in this article as well. Most of the treatises in this collected
are in the handwriting of Muhammad Baqir ibn Fakhr al-Din Rimi. The critical
edition of Sharh-i Mustalahat-i Sifiyya was done based only on this available
manuscript. In order to be able to read certain difficult words, we consulted
other extant works in the exposition of Sufi terms, such as part of HujwirT’s Kashf
al-Mahjib, Fakhr al-Din ‘Iraqr’s Istilahat, and Rashf al-Alhaz fi Kashf al-Alfaz
attributed to Ulfati. Sharh-i Mustalahat-i Sifiyya has an introduction and three
chapters. In the introduction, the author talks about the garment of form with
which Sufis cover the world of meanings, as well as the coinage of mystical
terminologies. In the three following chapters, the author provides short
explanations of 255 metaphorical terms used by Sufis. Here are the titles of the
three chapters of the book: “names of love and the lover and the loved,” “names
of merrymaking instruments,” and “names of the states of the lover and the
loved.” Some of the most significant differences between this treatise and Rashf
al-Alhaz lies in its introduction, the titles of the three chapters, the number and
order of the terms, and explanations provided for some of the terms.
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