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Abstract

There are some evidences in Suhrawardi’s works about the preference of
the practice compared with theoretical research that it can direct us to the
pretfe)rence of practical theosophy towards theoretical wisdom with giving
some reasons. Theoretical wisdom was prioritized compared with practical
theosophy before Suhrawardi, especially in Peripatetic school, but
Suhrawardi established a wisdom by using illuminative way with the
discussing way and by prioritizing this way compared with the discussing
way by criticizing Peripatetics in which practical wisdom is prioritized, the
priority in terms of essence not time. Mystical journey and aceticism is a
impartible part of Suhrawardr’s practical theosophy. His wisdom is an
intuitive and mystical wisdom in which Hakim experience the realities
objectively not subjectively. Hence we can called Suhrawardi an empiricist
philosopher, an intuitive and mystical experiment. The priority of practical
wisdom over theoretical wisdom is investigable in his written thought and
also in his practical life.
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According to Suhrawardi’s works, the practical wisdom has priority over
the theoretical one. However, Peripatetic philosophers before Sohrawardi
believed in something contrary to this idea, when they say that the
theoretical wisdom is absolutely preferred over the practical one. This
discrepancy between Suhrawardi and them is rooted in his approach about
the meaning of wisdom. Suhrawardi established a specific system of
wisdom called Illuminationist Philosophy. It is constituted by using both
intuitive (dhawgqi) path and the discursive (bahthi) one. The former is more
important for Suhrawardi, while the latter is more significant for
Peripatetic philosophers.

Suhrawardi does hence criticize the Peripatetic philosophy because of
their stress on the concepts and argumentations. On the other hand, he
himself focuses on intuition and mystical perception as a proper method to
gain a true wisdom, i.e. lluminationist Philosophy. In this ascetic discipline,
practice is more important than theory and it is divided into three parts:
practical duties, moral activities, and intuitional experiences.

Along with these three parts, Suhrawardi considers austerity and
S irituaﬂurveillance as two methods of his own philosophy. In addition,
the imaginal world (suwar mu‘allagah) plays a major role not only in
Suhrawardr’s cosmology, but also in his epistemology. A sage, he says, is
who has an experiential perception from reality, rather than mental or
conceptual. In other words, intuitive cognition is as valid as sensual and
intellectual consciousness in this philosophical way. In the present article,
the precedence of the practical wisdom, in comparison with the theoretical
one, is verified.

However, Suhrawardihas no independent work on the practical
wisdom, his argumentations on this issue are found under other topics,
especially when he is talking about the characteristics of the theoretical
wisdom. Following Peripatetic philosophers, he divides the practical
wisdom into these three difi’lérent ranches: politics, ethics, and
management of a household (tadbir manzil). Nevertheless, he examines only
the first two branches. About the third part, he just hints at its title and
definition in al-Talwihat. In another book, al-Mashari® wa-l Mutarahat, he
discusses the two main divisions of wisdom, i.e. practical and theoretical,
without paying attention to their subdivisions. Surprisingly, in his most
important book, Hikmat al-Ishrdq, Suhrawardi neither discusses the main
divisions nor the subdivisions.

On the basis of illuminationist principles and from the total
argumentations of Suhrawardi, we provide five reasons to show that he
utterly prioritizes the practical wisdom over the theoretical one. First,
SuhrawardT’s preference of illuminative philosophy over the discursive one
is basically rooted in his opinion of the inner cognition. This special sort of
knowledge cannot to be conceived unless trough the intuition. This
intuition is also tied to the practical spiritual observations. Second, he
considers dhikr (recollection of God) is entirely superior to fikr (discursive
thought). Since dhikris in the field of action and fikris in the field of
theory, we can conclude the priority of the former over the latter. More
specitically, he argues this comparison between dhikr and fikr in the part of



ethics, which is normally included under practical wisdom. Third, the
practical aspect of Suhrawardi's psychology, which can be referred to as
the enlightenment psychology, is stronger than its theoretical aspect,
because most of his emphasis on this subject is about providing a practical
observation. It is about how to dominate the anger and lust, as two main
faculties of the soul. Moreover, in some symbolic histories, he uses a
figurative language to show that how intellect can succumb to the moral
qualities like anger and lust. Fourth, he explicitly says that “wisdom” has
not been obtained for him through opinion and thought, but it is obtained
through mystical contemplation. He says that he first received a direct
illuminative vision from concrete world, then he described them by
language. In the Illuminationist Philosophy, hakim is the one who is in
touch with the world not only through the sense and intellect, but also
through intuitive discovery. Fifth, he ties his own Illuminative practical
principles to the two main elements of the Peripatetic epistemology:
concept (tasawwur) and assent (tasdig). Henceforth, there is no true
cognition except by combination both methods.

Along with these five reasons, the bibliography of Suhrawardi depicts a
new perspective of his spiritual practical contemplation. Shahrztri, the
most important commentators of Suhrawardi, describes Suhraward’s
asceticism. In Nuzhat al-Arwah, ShahrziirT collected many commendations
by Suhrawardi in terms of the practical ethics. He confirms that
Suhrawardi adhered to all of these ethical advices.

According to ShahrzurT and other Islamic historians, an important part
of Suhrawardi's life has been his connection with Sufis and mystics.
Suhrawardi's goal was hence not to become a master of discursive
philosophy, as it seen in Peripatetics. By contrast, he wanted to be an
Iluminationist. In his political doctrines, Suhrawardi distinguishes
between a divine attribute and a non-divine one. He maintains that a
divine sage (hakim muta’allih) can make world spiritual.

In addition, SuhrawardT’s assassination by Salah al-Din Ayyiibi, provides
another reason to show that he has prioritized the practicaf, method over
the theoretical one. The connection between his assassination and his
political criticisms can be a considered a justification of his stress on the
practical wisdom. Specially, his “king-philosopher” theory was rejected by
the religious scholars 01’y his time, and his insistence on this theory
eventually led to his killing.

Key words: Suhrawardi, Islamic philosophy, the practical wisdom, the
theoretical wisdom
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