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*Seyed Masoud Zamani   
         AbstractAbstractAbstractAbstract    

The following treats humanism and its problematical relation 
to humanity, religiosity and its ideological meanings, against 
this ideological illusion that humanism is the replacement of 
God by human being, that which is considered as the 
anthropocentrical foundation of humanities. It specifies 
humanism firstly as the historical phenomena in Italian at the 
beginning of modern time. Secondly, its literary signification as 
"human" and "humanity", will be debated, that which is used 
in countless usages. It includes the third ideological meaning as 
in Enlightenment, that centralizes the mankind place in the 
world in opposite to God.  
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Humanities, nevertheless, emerge from Humanism as 
historical phenomena, i.e. from studia humanitatis and its 
different synonyms as unofficial pedagogic program that was 
widespread in Europe. It would be factually forgotten with 
making the termini "Humanism" and "Renaissance" in 19th 
century, in so-called "the age of Ideology". Thus, it would be 
opened up with countless ideological meanings of humanism in 
future, including its secular or religious meaning.  

Heidegger's Letter on Humanism as a Reference Text will be 
first discussed as certification for European common historical 
understanding of Humanism until middle of 20th century, 
thereupon as the philosophically most important critique on 
humanism.  

Also, humanism is in no way the anthropocentrical 
foundation of humanities, but they are only historically 
intertwined. Moreover, Humanities hasn't developed in 
contrary to natural sciences since the middle of 19th century 
unlike to common belief.   

 
Keywords:Keywords:Keywords:Keywords: humanism, renaissance, human sciences, religiosity, 
Ideology, Heidegger    

    
    

ExExExExtended Abstracttended Abstracttended Abstracttended Abstract 
The following paper treats humanism and its problematic relation to human 
sciences as well as religiosity and it as an ideology, against this ideological 
illusion that humanism as the replacement of God by human being is the 
anthropocentrical foundation of human sciences. The paper consists of sex 
parts:  

 In the first place, Introduction distinguishes the three verbal, historical 
and ideological meaning of humanism. The historical meaning refers to the 
familiar historical phenomena in Italy and Europe during Renaissance, that 
will be usually denoted as "Renaissance Humanism". The literal one is 
synonymous with human and humanity in general, thus it can be used in 
countless combinations and secondary meaning, including the ideological 
extreme meaning, in that man takes the place of God in the world. 

The second part observes the historical italian-europian meaning of 
humanism, that which is essentially human sciences or sutdia humanitas, a 
huge educational program by returning to ancient Roman and Greek culture 
and sciences like Rhetoric, poetic, history, politic, law and moral philosophy. 
The most important sign of renaissance humanism is teaching ancient 
languages especially Greek. Therefor historically human sciences born at 
the same time with humanism, and it is in any way the atheistically primary 
fundamental concept of human being in their foundation. Moreover, it 
explains shortly the Germans attempts for the grounding the second and 
third humanism in an independent section.   

The third part represents the genesis and development of humanism in 
its ideological sense. It occurs in 19th century, that which is known as "age of 
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ideology". On the other hand, its twin concept "renaissance" is the outcome 
of the same century too. The both of them tell actually an ideological and 
historical positioning, that which understands and interprets humanism 
under the influence of enlightenment as anthropocentrism against 
theocentrism of Middle Ages and its darkness and finally against any 
religiosity in general.  

The forth part treats the religiosity of humanism in its three sections.  In 
first section will be showed that Renaissance Humanism was not anti-
religion movement, even the humanists had religious concerns, for example 
Pape Pius II, who is known as "apostle of humanism". The next section 
reviews some exemplary use of humanism for Islamic motives. On the other 
side the most important atheist philosopher and ideolog like Karl Marx and 
Jean-Paul Sartre hadn’t used Humanism as anti-religious  

The fifth part takes Heidegger's famous Letter on Humanism as a main 
resource text in this theme, that testifies for the historical basic meaning of 
humanism at least until the middle of the 20th century, and against its 
ideological one. Furthermore letter is a fundamental critique of Humanism 
as the human side of metaphysic as the main underground movement of 
western history, that return to the well-known Aristotelian definition of 
human being as ζώον λόγον έχον or animal rational in Latin.  

Finally results the paper that understanding humanism as the 
anthropological Fundament of humanities is arbitrary and in no way correct 
too, rather they have historically originated from humanism since at the 
beginning of modern time. On the other side humanities hasn’t developed 
from middle of the 19th century and in confront with the stunning progress 
of natural and mathematical sciences, contrary to the common idea. They 
are very older.  
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