VY Sl el bl g el

Sophia Perennis

Print ISSN: 2251-8932/0nline ISSN:2676-6140
Web Address: Javidankherad.ir

Email: javidankherad@irip acir
Tel:+982167238208
Attribintion-NonCommerdal 4.0 International
(CCBY-NC4.0)

Open Access Journal

SOPHIA PERENNIS

The Semiannual Journal of Sapiential Wisdom and Philosophy

Vol. 20, Number 1, spring and summer 2023, Serial Number 43

The Supreme Good

in Narrations of Anas b. Malik

pp. 73-100
DOIL: 10.22034/iw .2023.334252.1607

Sayyede Zahra Hoseyni Jebelli®

Hamed Khani (Farhang Mehrvash) ©**
Arastoo Mirani***

Abstract

Speaking of the history of Muslim moral thought, the age of the
Companions is still unknown and unexplored, Common ideas in
this period have survived in the form of Narrations. Attitudes
are different in assessing their validity., One way in the
historical analysis of these narrations can be that by accepting
the attribution of the narrations of each narrator and analyzing
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the content of their collection, we will try to reconstruct the
symbolized character which these naarations present, In the
present study, we should try to use such a method to analyze
the moral narrations of Anas b, Malik (d. 93 AH), a companion
living in Basra. This study is devoted to reviewing and analyzing
the content of some of his moral narrations that reflect the
%eneral framework of his vision of the supreme good for human

eings. The application of the above method confronts us with
a personality who has promoted a combination of verses from
the Qur'an and famous prophetic sayings about human destiny
along with incarnation of God.

Key words: Anas Ibn Malik, Apocalypse, Simile and Incarnation,
History of Moral Thought, History of Islamic Ethics.

Extended Abstract

Anas b, Malik (d. 93 AH/ 712 CE) is one of the prophet Muhammad's
companions whose exegetical and jurisprudential narrations, as well as his
narrations about the Prophet's life (SIraS), contain moral themes, It can even
be said that his sayings and narrations about God, existence, angels and the
like led to representing a moral thought later developed by his pupils such
as Al-Hasan Al-Basr1 and Ibn Sirin and became effective in the foundation of
Islamic Sufism. In this study, by reviewing all the narrations attributed to
Anas, an important part of his moral thought will be re-examined: we want
to find out what the highest happiness for humanity (summum bonum) is
depicted in his narrations and how can anyone achieve that.

The answer could be sought by reviewing Anas's traditions on
ontological and anthropoloical issues. This is what will be done in this study.
Theoretical basis of such a study is based on understanding the symbolic
personality of the companion and searching for thoughts presented in his
selective quotes from the Prophet Muhammad (to explain such an approach,
see: Mehrvash, 2021; 211-212; Mehrvash, 2023: 137-157).

Among those narrations attributed to Anas and can be considered to
indicate his ontology, a significant number are devoted to the discussion of
the Resurrection; So that one can say, from the Anas's point of view, the
most important ontological event is the occurrence of the Day of Judgment.
In his narrations, this day is the time of God's descent from the heaven to
the ground. This descent takes place with the purpose of ruling over earthly
servants by establishing a court and judging their action. Before this
descenting, the earth will become full o§ fire, the Hell will extended
everywhere on the ground, the good servants of God will find the way to
heaven, and the evil ones will stay on the ground and burn (see: Tayalist,
1419 AH: 3/530; TabarT, 1422 AH: 17/449, 20/407). The main subject of the
court's review in the Day of Judgment is the degree of observance of God's
rights by servants (Yahya b, Sallam, 1425 AH: 2/574-575).

As represented in his traditions, Anas considers death to be a sign of a
person's entry into a new phase of life; But he believes that basically the
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movement of humans to bring themselves to the divine court becomes
possible only after resurrection; Because humans lose the power of any
movement upon death and the departure of the soul from the body; So they
must wait for the resurrection to move again. Those whose flanks are not
attached to the ground can take the path of heaven after rebirth and meet
God. Therefore, the main threat to a man is that one may remain on the
ground and burn and will not be able to walk his path to meet God and attend
in his court (see: Nuaym b, Hammad, nd: 28).

According to Anas's tarditions, the most important factor of
permanence (al-Khultd) on the ground and losing the way to Heaven is
arrogance (cf: Tabari, 1422 AH: 21/44, 22/530). Other major sins also cause
man's permanence in Earht and losing the way to Heaven; If someone can
get away from them and reach God's court, it is hoped that his or her other
sins will also be forgiven (see: Tayalisi, 1419 AH: 3/577; also see: Abil Dawiid
al-Sajistant, 1414 AH: 320). The result of how much a person has preserved
himself from worldly impurities will be known on the Day of Judgment. This
issue is unclear in the narrations of Anas that if God is supposed to come to
earth, why should humans go to heaven after death and why should God's
kingdom be established in sky. Anas's ambiguous answer is that after the
spread of fire on the ground, the Earth will turn into another earth (Ibn
Wahb, 2003: 2/109) and then God will come to that one Farth,

Anyway, Anas believes that the only way to pass through such an earth
full of fire is to pass through a way caﬁed Al-Sirat. There are only martyrs
who don't need to pass through the Sirat. They are taken to meet God
immediately after the departure of the soul from their bodies. Based on the
narrations of Anas, before all the nations, the Islamic Umma pass through
the Sirat (Al-Hakim al Tirmidhi, 1992: 2/128). The angel Gabriel himself
easily leads the Prophet Muhammad through the Sirat. Next is the turn of
the Islamic Umma. Some of them pass through Sirat very fast and do not feel
any torment, The movement of some also slows down (Asad b, Miisa, 1413
AH: 42) and thus they are exposed to the fire of hell (Al-Hakim al-Tirmidh,
1992: 2/128), According to Anas's narrations, some may be interceded after
they were unable to cross the path or even after they crossed the path and
reached God's court and were found guilty there (Ibn Mubarak, nd: 450).
Islamic traditions reveal that Anas is one of the most important theorists of
intercession of the Prophet. His narrations indicate that the Prophet will
appear in front of all creatures on the Day of Judgment and prostrate and
intercede. In this way, a large part of the Ummah is forgiven through his
intercession (Ibn Mubarak, nd: 450).

Relying on the narrations of Anas, it is not possible to understand exactly
what events will be happen in the afterlife and in what order; For example,
at which stage will the trial take place and what will be its relationship with
crossing the path. However, in general, it can be understood that any
Muslim who does not lose the way to sky can reach heaven and meet God
there (for the rituals of presence before God in the belief of earlier Muslims,
see: Mehrvash, 2020: 144-147). Based on Anas's traditions, appearing before
God apparently takes place in Heaven; A place that, according to him, is the
palace where God rules (see: Ibn Abi Shiba, 1409 AH: 1/477-478). In addition
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to meeting God, the people of heaven can also meet the Prophet next to Al-
Kawthar pool Where in the narrations of Anas, one can see extensive
descriptions about it (for example, see: Al-Hakim al-Tirmidhi, 1996: 4/228).
In the end, no one was left in hell except the arrogant who refused to accept
monotheism. Therefore, it can be said that the highest good from the point
of view of Anas is the meeting with God in Heaven, and in the next stage, the
companionship and proximity to the Prophet near the pool of Kawthar. Also,
it is possible to understand from the total moral narrations of Anas that his
tendency toward al-Raja’ (hope in God) prevails over his tendency to al-
Khawf (fear from God).
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