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ABSTRACT

Objective: Badawi published two critical editions of Poetics of Avicenna’s Cure.
Both editions have served as foundational sources for translations and scholarly
studies. Prior to him, Margoliouth had also produced an edition. This study asks:
how reliable are these editions, both textually and codicologically, and is there a
need fora new critical edition?

Methods: To address these questions, the two editions are compared in order to
assess their textual accuracy. In addition, the earliest surviving manuscripts of the
treatise, as well as those used as the basis of the editions, are analyzed.

Results: The findings show that Badawl’s first edition suffers from fewer
shortcomings than his later one, though it is heavily dependent on Margoliouth’s
work.

Conclusions: Given the textual and codicological deficiencies of all three editions,
and considering earlier and more reliable manuscripts identified in this study, the
preparation of a new critical edition of the treatise proves necessary.
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Extended Abstract

Today, Fan al-Shi‘r (Poetics) in Avicenna’s Kitab al-Shifa’ (Book of the Cure) is considered
one of the most important sources for studying the philosophy of art among Muslim
philosophers. Moreover, the study of this treatise yields significant results concerning
our understanding of this philosopher’s reception of Aristotle’s Poetics. Therefore, it is
essential to have an accurate and reliable edition of the text at our disposal.

The main question of this research is: to what extent are the existing editions of this
treatise textually and codicologically reliable, and is there a need for a new critical
edition? To date, three editions of this work have been published. David Samuel
Margoliouth produced an edition in 1887 using four manuscripts. ‘Abd al-Rahman
Badawi published two editions of Fan al-Shi‘r of Avicenna in 1953 and 1966, both of
which have served as sources for numerous translations and scholarly studies. In his first
edition, Badaw1 used not only Margoliouth’s edition and the four manuscripts he had
relied upon, but also two additional manuscripts. In his second edition, Badaw1 added
two further manuscripts.

Although Margoliouth claimed to have based his edition on the Bodleian Library
manuscript (Oxford, Bodleian Library, Pococke 119), this manuscript lacks one of the
chapters of the treatise. Furthermore, his edition shows clear discrepancies from that
manuscript. This study also demonstrates that BadawT’s first edition is heavily dependent
on Margoliouth’s: apart from names within the text and a few exceptions, therest of the
text in Badawt’s 1953 edition is virtually identical to Margoliouth’s. BadawT’s second
edition, by contrast, relies largely on manuscript no. 331 Bakhtt, al-AzharLibrary, Cairo.
However, this edition suffers from numerous textual problems. In this research, several
examples of the differences between Badaw’s two editions are enumerated, showing
that the second edition contains far more textual inaccuracies.

Following this textual analysis, the editions are also assessed from a codicological
perspective, in order to determine whether the editors used the oldest extant
manuscripts, and whether they applied due care in doing so. To answer these questions,
the oldest available manuscripts are introduced. This research has identified nine
manuscripts of Fan al-Shi‘r dating back to the 7th/13th century (AH/CE). Margoliouth’s
edition made use of one incomplete 6th/12th-century (AH/CE) manuscript and one
reliable 7th/13th-century (AH/CE) manuscript. In Badaw’s first edition, no additional
early 7th-century (AH) manuscripts were employed. In his 1966 edition, only one of the
nine 7th-century (AH) manuscripts (no. 331 Bakhit) was added, though this copy is
undated.

Subsequently, the editions are examined in terms of textual accuracy. For this purpose,
the textual discrepancies between Badawi’s two editions are analyzed comparatively.
The findings show that Badawr’s 1953 edition is significantly more accurate than his 1966
edition. Since BadawT’s first edition is essentially derived from Margoliouth’s, it may be
concluded that Margoliouth’s edition is in fact considerably more reliable, from a textual
perspective, than Badawi’s 1966 edition, despite the latter having been the basis for
many translations and scholarly works.

Additionally, this study introduces and analyzes the earliest manuscripts of the treatise.
The findings reveal that at least seven reliable manuscripts from the 7th/13th (AH/CE)
century are available and could be employed in producing a critical edition, but none of
these were utilized in the existing editions. Consequently, there are clear mismatches
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between the current editions and the earliest manuscripts. To this end, examples are
provided of readings that are identical in five of the earliest 7th/13th-century (AH/CE)
manuscripts but appear in a different form in some or all of these editions.

The results of this research indicate that, given the textual and codicological shortcomings
of all three existing editions, and in light of the earlier and more reliable manuscripts
identified here, the preparation of a new critical edition of this treatise is both necessary
and urgent.
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