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ABSTRACT

The subject of the Shiite mysticism and wisdom is the spiritual growth and connecting to the
desired perfection within human capacity. In this regard, Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi’s decisive and
interpretive thoughts about Khatam Wilayat, who is the Imam from the perspective of Shiite
mysticism, regardless of views of many thinkers about his being a sunni, are very effective. In this
way, after Ibn Arabi, many mystics and scholars appeared and produced works notable, whose
works are related to the thoughts of sheikh Akbar.

One of these works is the interpretation of the poem Bahr al-Asrar by Mohammad Tagi Muzaffar
Kirmani (Muzaffar Alishah), who organized Surah Hamd based on the idea of the unity of
existence and explains the dimension of the perfect human being.

During this research, it will be clarified that from his point of view, Shiite mysticism and wisdom is
in what position according to Ibn Arabi’s theories.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi, Shiite mysticism and wisdom, Mathnavi, Bahr al-Asrar.

Received: 2025/11/29 - Received in revised form: 2025/12/22 - Accepted: 2026/02/03 - Published online: 2026/05/15

O Khademolfoghara, Mina. (2026). Analysis of the Influence of Shiite Sufism and Wisdom of ibn Arabi in the
Mathnavi "Bahr al-Asrar”, Journal of Philosophical Sophia Perennis, 48 (2), 253-284.

Doi: https://doi.org/10.22034/iw.2026.556251.1855

This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0

286 | Bi-quarterly scientific journal Sophia Perennis, Vol. 22, No.2, 2025

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The subject of the Shiite mysticism and wisdom is the spiritual growth and connecting to
the desired perfection within human capacity. In this regard, Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi’s
decisive and interpretive thoughts about Khatam Wilayat, who is the Imam from the
perspective of Shiite mysticism, regardless of views of many thinkers about his being a
sunni, are very effective. In this way, after Ibn Arabi, many mystics and scholars
appeared and produced works notable, whose works are related to the thoughts of
sheikh Akbar.

One of these works is the interpretation of the poem Bahr al-Asrar by Mohammad Tagi
Mugzaffar Kirmani (Muzaffar Alishah), who organized Surah Hamd based on the idea of
the unity of existence and explains the dimension of the perfect human being.

During this research, it will be clarified that from his point of view, Shiite mysticism and
wisdom is in what position according to Ibn Arabi’s theories .

Conclusion

After examining the Shiite thoughts of Muzaffar Ali Shah in the Mathnavi of Bahr al-
Asrar, we come to the conclusion that Shiite thinkers have different views on Shiite
mysticism and wisdom with regard to Ibn Arabi's thought; but the common feature of
most of them is the identification of the face of the Imam and the concept of wilayah in
the inner face of Ali (AS) as the highest symbol of wilayah. This prominent approach is
evident among Shiite orientalists and Shiite scholars and mystics. Although most
thinkers consider Ibn Arabi to be a Sunni mystic, and of course, from a historical
perspective, he cannot be considered a Shiite scholar; however, the number of thinkers
who have examined his Shiite views is also significant. Muzaffar Ali Shah Kermani is one
of the scholars and mystics who, based on his idea of unity of existence, has interpreted
and interpreted the blessed Surah Al-Hamd in the form of a Mathnavi. In this single-
surah Shiite interpretation, attention to the principle of wilayah in the divine aspect of
Ali (AS) and his successors is very evident. It seems that the interpretation of Surah
Hamad from the perspective of the idea of unity of existence and the levels of existence
in a systematic way, using Sheikh Akbar's terms, verses and hadiths, is one of the rare
mystical interpretations of a single Surah. This interpretation, which is indebted to the
school of Ibn Arabi, expresses a special vision of Shiism that explains the inner nature of
the Imam as the most important figure of Shiism. Regardless of the belief of most
thinkers about Ibn Arabi being a Sunni, it expresses the spirit of his guardianship
thought, which makes great Shiite thinkers pay tribute to the greatness of his thought
and his followers.
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