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ABSTRACT

The strength of Perennial Philosophy in the contemporary world, with its cultural, political, and
intellectual tensions, lies in its emphasis on commonalities and its capacity to lay the groundwork for
dialogue among nations and religions. This study adopts a comparative-analytical approach to
examine the relationship between Mullad Sadra's Transcendent Wisdom (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah)
and this philosophical school. It addresses the critical ambiguity concerning their compatibility and
seeks to determine, if they are compatible, the precise position of Sadrd’s thought within
established Perennialist models. The research therefore answers this core question :

What is the precise relationship between Mulla Sadra's philosophical doctrines and both traditional
Perennial Philosophy (Hikmat al-Khalidah) and its "soft perennialist" variant?

Thus, the core research question investigates the relationship between Sadra’s doctrines and both
traditional Perennialism (Hikmat al-Khalidah) and its "soft perennialist" variant.

Is Sadra's system compatible with the Perennial Philosophy, and if so, which of its specific variants
best accommodates his worldview ?

Based on the research findings, Mulla Sadra recognizes intuitive discovery and rational
demonstration as two paths parallel to revelation for attaining truth. Although, in pursuit of
uncovering common truths across various traditions, he acknowledges similarities in mystical
experiences, he does not overlook the fundamental distinctions between divine and human
religions. From his perspective, truth is like a deep sea; individuals from different traditions can
retrieve gems from varying depths and find parallels in their spiritual experiences, and these
commonalities can serve as the basis for dialogue and interaction. In divine religions, wisdom can be
attained through the esoteric dimension of the religious law (shari'ah); in human religions, through
"intellectual liberation" (hurriyyah) from false beliefs; and for secular societies, through heightened
spiritual intelligence and divine attraction. Based on Mulla Sadra's ontology, this stance can be
characterized as the "gradational unity of wisdom." The study further elucidates the differences
between Mulla Sadra’s approach and soft perennialism.
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Extended Abstract

Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy provides a sophisticated metaphysical
framework for interpreting religious diversity. It establishes a distinctive middle
path that transcends the conventional dichotomies of religious pluralism and
exclusivism. Rooted in his gradational ontology, Sadra’s system accords
ontological primacy to divinely revealed religions while rejecting the ultimate
validity of purely human-made or reincarnationist traditions.

A core contribution of his approach is its systematic method for discerning
authentic spiritual paths and. It distills three universal soteriological principles
essential to all genuine divine religions: divine unity (tawhid), prophecy
(nubuwwah), and eschatology (ma'ad). This triad forms the foundational criterion
for evaluating spiritual experiences and religious traditions.

On the epistemological level, Sadra’s framework fundamentally transcends the
classical Perennialist model. It aligns more closely with "soft perennialism,"
acknowledging profound phenomenological parallels in spiritual experiences
across cultures while maintaining essential ontological distinctions between divine
and non-divine traditions. His system formally recognizes three parallel,
hierarchically ordered paths to truth: divine revelation, rational reasoning, and
mystical inspiration. This triadic approach facilitates the seamless integration of
demonstrative reasoning and intuitive knowledge.

Within this framework, reasoning, intuition, and inspiration are seen as
complementary epistemic channels operating alongside revelation. True wisdom
is conceptualized as a product of divine illumination with an inherently
hierarchical nature. Crucially, Sadra argues that such wisdom, while a form of
epistemic felicity, does not guarantee ultimate salvation without concomitant
faith and adherence to the divine path. Its authentic acquisition requires rigorous
prerequisites: Disinclination to the world and noetic emancipation —the
liberation of the intellect from egocentric attachments and false beliefs.

Sadra elaborates on the concept of "instinctive wisdom", positing that
individuals with a powerful innate faculty of intuition may apprehend partial
truths and have valid spritual experiences outside formal religious adherence.
With proper guidance, such individuals can achieve advanced wisdom rapidly.
However, without faith in divine principles, this intuitive knowledge remains
soteriologically insufficient.

The pivotal concept in Sadra’s system is emancipation. This liberation from
carnal desires and man-made doctrines enables broad apprehension of truth,
explaining how seekers across traditions access authentic, though partial, truths
and mystical experiences. Unlike monotheistic religions, where wisdom is attained
through the esoteric dimension of sacred law, in human-made religions, wisdom is
accessible via emancipation from false beliefs. These commonalities do not imply
endorsement of all their doctrines The contradictions in spiritual experiences stem
from numerous causes. In valid experiences, God plays an active role in cognition,
manifesting according to the individual's spiritual capacity and beliefs. All such
valid manifestations—whether limited or absolute—are His acts, and the Divine
Essence remains uniform in relation to these forms. At times, contradictions arise
from ambiguity within the experience itself, weakness of inner perceptive
faculties, or interference of the experiencer’s mental constructs in describing and
analyzing the known subject. At other times, the distinction is due to the
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longitudinal levels of truth itself.

Sadra’s model is masterfully envisioned through the metaphor of a limitless
ocean: individuals from diverse traditions can, at different levels, harvest similar
gems. For this reason, this approach can be termed the "gradational unity of
wisdom". Tashkik (gradation) in wisdom means that these experiences possess
different levels; some are imperfect and some perfect, some superficial and some
profound. In intuitive gradation, unlike existential gradation, there is no causal
relationship between the longitudinal levels. That is, it is possible for an individual
without a prior history of intuition to attain a sublime unveiling through divine
attraction. In this view, the possibility of reaching higher levels without traversing
the preceding levels not only does not negate the gradational unity of wisdom but
rather confirms that wisdom may be bestowed freely based on one's existential
capacity.

While fully acknowledging phenomenological similarities, Sadra’s system
consistently emphasizes the fundamental ontological distinction between divinely
revealed and man-made traditions. Consequently, it neither absolutely validates
all paths nor simplistically denies their shared features. Instead, it adopts a
critically open-minded approach to uncover transcendent truth as refracted
through the multifaceted layers of human spiritual experience, offering a
sophisticated via media between reductionist pluralism and rigid exclusivism. This
perspective shares commonalities with soft perennialism, as it emphasizes the
similarity of spiritual experiences across different traditions, rather than the
transcendent inner unity of all traditions. A salient methodological distinction sets
this perspective apart from soft perennialism. Mulla Sadra’s approach, grounded
in rational demonstration and mystical intuition, identifies a common content in
mystical experiences without endorsing all associated doctrines. He articulates a
fourfold criterion — concerning the mode of epistemic acquisition, the source of
inspiration, the phenomenological domain, and the noetic content — for
evaluation. In contrast, a psychological framework such as Taylor’s focuses on the
theme, qualitative character, and transformative effects of experiences on
individual consciousness. Lacking a firm philosophical foundation, this perspective
remains limited to conceiving the divine as “an immanent substance present
within things,” and thus fails to apprehend the “transcendent Absolute Reality.”.
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