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ABSTRACT

considering that the manner of the objectivity of things ( originality and authenticity) is the
specifier of the real and innate instance of the topic of philosophy, it can be considered as
one of the most influential issues in philosophy.

The present study examines this question within the philosophy of Mir Damad in order to
clarify his position on the matter, the major criticisms raised against it, and the manner in
which he responds to such critiques. Using a descriptive-analytical method, the research first
explicates Mir Damad’s thesis and then evaluates his arguments. It shows that by
distinguishing between objective being (wujid mawsufi) and relational being (wujiad wasfi),
he denies the objectivity of both in relation to the Necessary being and possible beings.

In rejecting the objectivity of wujid mawsafi, Mir Damad appeals to consequences such as
sophistry and the necessitation of all beings. In refuting the objectivity of wujid wasfi, he
points toimplications such as the collapse of the “simple whetherness” (hilya basita), the
reduction of concrete reality to a mere concept, and the occurrence of an infinite regress. His
approach tothe Necessary being and possible beings, however, is not uniform: drawingon the
doctrine of the Natural universal, Mir Damad affirms the objectivity of quiddity in possible
beings, yet he denies eventhe objectivity of quiddity with respect to the Necessary being.

The final section addresses several critiques advanced by certain students and commentators
of Mir Damad—such as Mulla Sadra and Aghajani—and responds to them on the basis of Mir
Damad’s philosophical framework.

Keywords: being; Mir Damad; objectivity of possible beings; objectivity of the Necessary
being; quiddity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The primacy of Existence or Quiddity is an issue seeking to determine the referent
"per se" and the true subject of philosophy, namely "being qua being". This issue
elucidates what constitutes the true objectivity of things and upon what being is
essentially predicated; whether upon Existence, Quiddity, or something else.
Given the centrality and influence of the subject of every science on its
problems, this discussion can be regarded as one of the most influential issues in
Islamic philosophy.

The aim of this writing is to discover Mir Damad's view on this issue through his
arguments, and to establish the result, explicit texts by him have also been used
in a summary manner. Considering that objections have been raised to the main
view and arguments of Mir Damad, the second part of the writing is dedicated to
these objections and Mir Damad's responses to them, so that through this path,
the precision and complexities of Mir Damad's philosophy are clarified, and it
becomes evident that the transition from his philosophy, as the founder of the
Isfahan School and "Yamani Wisdom", is not as simple as is imagined in the
contemporary period.

Obtaining Mir Damad's opinion in both parts has been based on his texts, and if
necessary, first-tier commentators such as Allavi have been consulted.

It is worth mentioning that due to Mir Damad's non-use of the term "Primacy"
(Asalat), this term has not been used in the text and title of the research.
Furthermore, "Described Existence" refers to existence that is the very "essence"
(*ain*) of a thing, as opposed to "Descriptive Existence" which is an additional
existence and an accident supervening on the thing.

Research Background

In general, the following books and articles have addressed Mir Damad's theory
regarding the mode of objectivity of existents:

Volume 1 of the book "Selected Works of Divine Philosophers of Iran" by Seyyed
Jalal al-Din Ashtiani; the book "Mir Damad" by Seyyed Mohammad Khamenei; Ali
Ojebi (1998); Reza Akbarian, Ghazaleh Navisi (2014); Mohammad Mostafai,
Abdolhossein  Khosrowpanah (2015); Mohammad Mehdi Kamali, Seyyed
Mohammad Musavi Baygi, Mohammad Hadi Kamali (2017); and Morteza
Jafarian, Ahmad Faramarz Qaramaleki (2016) and Sharif al-Bukhati.(Y-Y\)

Specifically, only Dr. Davood Hosseini has examined Mir Damad's arguments. The
book "Existence and Essence; An Interpretation of Sadr al-Din in Historical
Context" and articles by Hosseini (2017a), Hosseini (2017b) are his writings in
this regard.

The feature of the present writing compared to the first group is the detailed
treatment of arguments. In addition to differing with all of them—except Sharif
al-Bukhati—in the formulation of Mir Damad's main theory, because they either
believe in the objectivity of "Existence" or "Quiddity" in the Necessary, or have
entirely interpreted Mir Damad as holding the primacy of existence, or have
fundamentally regarded the dispute as verbal. In comparison with the writings of
Dr. Hosseini, it must be said that there are differences in the formulation of
some arguments. Also, he has not examined Mir Damad's arguments regarding
"Described Existence" the negation of "Quiddity" from the Necessary, and the
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proof of the objectivity of Quiddity in contingents, and furthermore, he has given
no response on behalf of Mir Damad to the objections of Sadrain and
commentators.

The recent research has had a more extensive survey than both groups and has
paid attention to more primary and secondary sources. This has led to attention
being paid to theories of Mir Damad that were less noticed in previous studies.
Cases such as: the restriction of the true cause to God, a specific formulation of
"congeniality", etc. Neglect of these foundations is the basis of some objections
to Mir Damad.

Conclusion

Based on the analyses presented, "Existence"—absolutely, whether as a
descriptive or an essential attribute—possesses no objectivity (external reality)
either in the Necessary or the Contingent; meanwhile, it is Quiddity that solely
constitutes the objectivity of contingents, and it is negated from the Necessary
just like "Existence."

Mir Damad considers the lack of objectivity of "Described Existence" to be self -
evident and regards its acceptance as entailing the "conversion of the
predication ( sophism ) " as well as the necessitation of all contingents . He
rejects the objectivity of "Descriptive Existence" through a series of "reductio ad
absurdum" and infinite regress proofs.

From his perspective, the objectivity and reality of the Necessary and the
Contingent cannot be of the same nature, and the congeniality between the two
is merely in the sense of the proportionality between cause and effect in
perfections and attributes.

The effect is essentially connected to its bestower, and this very connection
makes it possible to justify the distinction between "mental" and "external"
existence, as well as individuation, union, predication, and gradational attributes

Finally, it was concluded that for the predication and abstraction of "Existence"
from contingents, the mere aspect of "causality suffices"; whereas, in the
Necessary Existent, there is no need for even this aspect.
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