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ABSTRACT

Sheikh Mohibbullah Allahabadi, also known as Sheikh Kabir, is one of the prominent promoters
and scholiast of the teachings of the great, Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, in India. The core of Sheikh
Kabir's philosophy on the unity of existence can be traced in one of his briefs but remarkable
works, titled "Risalat al-Taswiya Bayn al-Ifada wa al-Qabul," he provided the earliest commentary
on it in Persian. Although this treatise triggered controversy within the academic, social, and
political milieu then existing it has survived in multitudinous copies, and the existence of various
commentaries and interpretations confirms its significance and impact. This study utilizes a
descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the “Risalat al-Taswiya" and other works of Sheikh
Mohibbullah, to categorize his views regarding the unity of existence, based on the intellectual
approach of lbn Arabi. The findings reveal that from this treatise, eight essential concepts related to
the principle of wahdat al wojud can be extracted: the solarity of existence and its pervasiveness in
all forms and entities; the identity of the Necessary being with it's essence; intuitive and acquired
knowledge; the relationship between the Muhammadian spirit and Gabriel, the relationship
between the obligatory and the optional; perpetual creation; the reconciliation between the
beneficial existence and the contingent existence; and the emphasis of mystics on religious law and

tradition.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Muhibbullah b. Shaykh Mubariz b. Shaykh Pir, known as Shaykh Muhibb ullah
Allahabadi, is considered a descendant of Shaykh Fariduddin Ganj-i Shakar
(Shawkat Husayn, 1963, p. 10). He was born on the 2nd of Safar, 995 AH, in the
village of Sadrpur, near Khayrabad, in the Awadh region (Lucknow) (Alawl
Kakari, n.d., p. 55; Muhammad Baqir & Mandalal Pandi, 1983, pp. 13-15). The
beginning of his life coincided with the reign of Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar, the
great Mughal emperor, but the majority of his life spanned the eras of Jahangir
and his son Shah Jahan (d. 1068 AH). Of particular significance is the special
attention paid to the Shaykh by the Mughal prince Dara Shikdh (d. 1069 AH) and
the correspondence that took place between them (Muhibbullah, Makttbat, pp.
387-433). Shaykh Muhibbullah is primarily known by the titles "Shaykh-i Kabir"
(The Great Shaykh) and "Shaykh-i 'Ajam" (The Persian Shaykh). As the
biographical dictionary Tadhkirat al-‘Ulama’ al-Hind notes regarding him: "The
Shaykh’s investigations and meticulousness in the science of Sufism reached the
level of ijtihad; rather, it could be said that just as Shaykh Muhytuddin is called
Shaykh al-Akbar, this shaykh should be called Shaykh al-Kabir" (Rahman ‘Alj,
1961, p. 178).

His early education began in Sadrpur under his father and other local scholars.
Later, in 1014 AH in Lahore, he attended the lectures of Mulla ‘Abd al-Salam
Lahawri, a student of Mir Fath Allah Shirazi in India, where he acquired various
sciences and knowledges (Shawkat Husayn, 1963, p. 15). As the Shaykh himself
mentions in the introduction to his work Anfas al-Khawass, he experienced
profound spiritual transformations in Lahore. After returning to his homeland,
he spent some time in Ahmedabad and some time in Delhi before seeking esoteric
knowledge in the presence of Khwaja Abt Sa‘id Gangtiht (Muhibbullah, Anfas al-
Khawass, folio 3). Following a period of spiritual wayfaring (suliik) and receiving
the cloak of succession (khirqah-yi khilafat), he returned to Sadrpur with his
master’s permission. He soon left Sadrpur to settle permanently in Allahabad,
hence becoming known as Allahabadi. The Shaykh passed away on the 19th of
Rajab, 1057 AH, and was buried in that city (Muhammad Bagir, p. 19; Nizam al-
Din, 1999, p. 59).

Conclusion

During his residence in Sadrpur and Allahabad, the Shaykh produced numerous
works, written in Persian and Arabic. The major ones include: al-Mughalatat,
Tajliyah al-Fustis, Sharh Fushs (Persian), Mukhtasar Sharh Fusts (Persian),
Manazir Akhass al-Khawass, Anfas al-Khawass, Amalah al-Qulab, ‘Aqa’id al-
Khawass, Ghayat al-Ghayat, Tarjamat al-Kitab, Hashiyah al-Rutbah al-Rabi‘ah min
al-Maratib al-Arba‘ah, Risalah-yi Si Rukni (or Awrad Muhibbi), Risalah-yi Wujad-i
Mutlaq, Maratib al-Wujiid, Risalah-yi Sayr-i Ilahi, Risalah-yi ‘Inayat al-Ikhwan,
Risalah al-Taswiyah bayn al-Ifadah wa al-Qubl, Sharh Risalah Taswiyah, Risalah-
yi Muqgaddimah al-Ma‘arif (known as Haft Ahkam), Risalah al-Tawhid, and a
collection of letters (Majmi‘ah-yi Makatib) (Alawi Kakari, p. 63).

Regarding the Shaykh’s affiliation with the ChishtT order, it should be noted that
the ChishtT order was the first major Sufi order established in India, playing a
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unique role in the country’s religious and cultural history until the 13th century
AH. According to the Tarikh-i Masha’ikh-i Chisht, the Chishti order is linked to
Chisht in Khurasan and Khwaja Aba Ishaq Shami (d. 329 AH). In India, Khwaja
Mu‘ln al-Din ChishtT (d. 636 AH) is recognized as the founder. His successors
included Khwaja Bakhtiyar Kaki (d. 602 AH) and then Baba Faridudin Ganj-i
Shakar (d. 663 AH). After Baba Farid, the Chishti order in India split into two
branches: the Nizamiyyah and the Sabiriyyah.

Shaykh Muhibbullah belongs to the Sabiriyyah branch, through ‘Ali Ahmad Sabiri
Kalyari. The successors of ‘Ali Ahmad Sabiri include Shams al-Din Turk (d. 718
AH), Shaykh Jalal al-Din Panipati (d. 723 AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq Radawli (d. 836
AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Quddiis Gangtihi (d. 944 AH), Shaykh Abt Sa‘id.

Gangtht (d. 1058 AH), and finally Shaykh Muhibb ullah Allahabadi (see
Allahabadi, 2016).

Research Necessity and Objectives

The personality and views of Shaykh Muhibb ullah merit investigation due to
both his unique mystical perspective and unwavering devotion to Muhyi al-Din
Ibn ‘Arabi, as well as his political influence and special status during his own
time. Understanding Shaykh Muhibb Allah and examining his works illuminates
the intellectual and social currents that dominated his era. The debate between
the two groups, the "Shuhtdiyyah" (Illuminationists) and the "Wujadiyyah"
(Existentialists), alongside prominent figures such as the famous mystic Miyan
Mir (957-1054 AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith Dihlaw1 (958-1052 AH),
Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (971-1034 AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rashid Jan-pari (1000-
1083 AH), and Mulla Mahmad Jan-pari (973-1029 AH), further underscores the
importance of such studies.

Research Background (Literature Review The thought and works of Shaykh
Muhibb Allah have not been extensively scrutinized by researchers in Iran. The
only independent work on his ideas in Iran is a study resulting from an
examination of the original text of Risalah al-Taswiyah bayn al-Ifadah wa al-
Qubil and its critical edition, previously published as a book by the present
author and now appearing as an article. Additionally, two articles have been
written on his Persian writing style in his Sharh Fusts al-Hikam, focusing
primarily on linguistic aspects rather than mystical analysis. Yasir Hujjat
Najafabadi, Mehrad Chatra'i, and Mahbtbah Khurasani (2019), in an article titled
"Introducing the Sharh Fusts al-Hikam of Muhibb Allah Allahabadi and
Examining its Obsolete Persian Words," analyzed the lexical and grammatical
aspects of his work. Another article by the same authors (2020), titled "An
Examination of the Educational Style and Correct Teaching Methods in the Sharh
Fustis al-Hikam of Muhibb Allah Allahabadi," explained his educational approach
in light of modern teaching theories.
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