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ABSTRACT

The fundamental foundation of the theoretical mysticism of Ibn 'Arabi and his followers is the
doctrine of "Unity of Existence™ (Wahdat al-Wujad), or more precisely, "Unity of the Existent."
This viewpoint entails certain implications and consequences. According to Ibn 'Arabi and the
adherents of his school, one of these is the compulsion (determinism) of human beings and the
negation of their free will. Another is a specific interpretation of “the Unity of Acts" (Tawhid al-
Afal). A further consequence of the doctrine of the "Unity of the Existent" is that, since no existent
other than God exists, there is essentially no human (or any other being) as an "other than God" to
be described as compelled or free. In other words, the discussion of whether humans are
compelled, free, or delegated (mufawwad) falls under the category of "negative propositions due to
the non-existence of the subject".

The present article explains, analyzes, and evaluates these theories. By citing Ibn 'Arabi's explicit
statements and those of his proponents and commentators regarding these implications and
consequences, it demonstrates that "human free will"* has no place in his system of theoretical
mysticism. His school is an instance of the "moderate determinism of the Ash'arites," indeed of the
"absolute determinism of the Jahmiyya"—theories that are incompatible with humans' immediate,
direct knowledge (knowledge by presence) of themselves and their states, as well as with reason,
innate human nature (fitrah), and conscience. Furthermore, Ibn ‘Arabi's school regarding
determinism and free will—whether in terms of its instrumentalist view of humans (in his
interpretation of the Unity of Acts) or its treatment of “determinism," "delegation,”" and "free will"
as negative propositions due to the non-existence of their subject (in his doctrine of the "Unity of
the Existent')—contradicts the clear text of countless Qur'anic verses and hadiths.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of determinism (jabr) and free will (ikhtiyar) is one of the most
important and challenging topics in religion, philosophy, theology (kalam), and
mysticism. Some consider it the first and one of the most significant issues that
gave rise to the discipline of kalam. This problem has remained a subject of
debate in all human and religious schools of thought to this day. Among the
controversial positions on this matter is that of Muslim mystics, foremost among
them Muhyt al-Din Ibn 'Arabi (560-638 AH), who is regarded as the most
renowned Muslim mystic and the founder of theoretical mysticism based on the
doctrine of "Unity of Existence" (Wahdat al-Wujid). For this reason, he is called
the "Father of Mysticism" (Aba al-'Irfan), and he was the first to coin the term
"Unity of Existence" in the sense that will be explained.

Naturally, Ibn 'Arabi's doctrine of "Unity of Existence"—for which a more precise
and accurate term would be "Unity of the Existent" (Wahdat al-Mawjid)—has not
remained silent on the issue of determinism and free will but has taken a definite
stance. This article is dedicated to presenting, critiquing, and examining his
views and those of his sympathizers and researchers within his school on this
issue, though only from some, not all, aspects. For a comprehensive explanation,
analysis, and examination of Ibn 'Arabi's school on the topics of determinism
(jabr), delegation (tafwid), and free will (ikhtiyar) and their foundations in his
theoretical mysticism would require a detailed, book-length study, as these
matters have numerous diverse dimensions that cannot be covered in one or
even several articles .

Furthermore, this article will not examine or evaluate the foundations of the
aforementioned three topics, namely the doctrines of "Unity of Existence" (or
Unity of the Existent) and "manifestation" (tajalli), as addressing these also
requires an independent and detailed study beyond the scope of the present
article. In other words, we will neither affirm nor deny these doctrines; we will
only examine their implications and consequences, and only as they relate to the
issue of determinism and free will.

Moreover, in Ibn 'Arabi's school, there are other foundations relevant to
determinism and free will, such as the doctrine of "fixed entities" (a'yan thabita).
However, due to space limitations, we cannot explain this doctrine and its
implications for the subject at hand, as it too requires an independent study.

A final point: nearly all Muslim proponents of determinism—such as the
Ash'arites, the Jahmiyya, and some mystics and philosophers—frequently cite
verses and hadiths whose literal sense attributes human action to God and
suggests divine compulsion in support of their views. Unfortunately, the space
limitations of this article do not permit us to explain, critique, and examine their
interpretation of these revealed texts. Therefore, except for one important case
that we will mention, this must be left for another study.

Now we turn to the specific subject of this article: explaining the foundation of
the theoretical mysticism of Ibn 'Arabi1's school—namely, the doctrines of "Unity
of Existence" and "manifestation" (tajall)—and one of their important
implications, i.e., his school's distinctive interpretation of the "Unity of Acts"
(Tawhid al-Af'al), and their relationship to the issue of determinism and free will.
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