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A comparative study of the views of Titus
Burckhardt and Oleg Grabar’s method in Islamic
architecture

Following the establishment of age of enlightenment in the eighteenth
century and the influence of the romantism, serious attention was paid to
understanding the nature of Islamic art and architecture, and Islamic art
decorations alongside Gothic art were considered. As in the nineteenth
century this attention reached its peak. In the first half, historians and
scholars looked at Islamic art, emphasizing the role of climate and racial
characteristics as determinants of art and architecture. The theoretical
structure and methodological studies in this period were an ethnologic
approach. In the second half of the nineteenth century, with the aim of
finding and setting general, universal, transhistorical, and timeless rules for
the arts, especially Islamic art, they emerged and attention to ethnic
elements diminished. In the late nineteenth century, Hegelian thought
dominated the writing of art history with a unified approach to history.
Therefore, art and all intellectual and cultural manifestations of human
beings were considered to come from a single spirit. In the early twentieth
century, the tyfpe and scope of the study of Islamic art and architecture
underwent a fundamental change, and a collection of very valuable
information obtained from Oriental studies, archeology, etc. was obtained,
and from the middle of this century with the formation of nationalist states
in the Arab countries and based on the collection of information obtained
from archaeological excavations, in addition to the Sassanid and Byzantine
roots of Islamic art and architecture, its connection with Islam was also
considered. Some scholars of Islamic art considered it to be influenced by
the ontology of Islam and gave meaning to its elements. This attention
emerged in two completely different directions. The first is the path of
semantics such as Titus Burkhart; From the position of religious revival
called the traditionalist school to explain the common values and
characteristics of art derived from tradition, especially the Islamic tradition;
And the other is the path of modern historians in the context of Orientalism
such as Grabar; Which deny the beliefs of the traditionalist current in
disregard for history and the existence of purely transhistorical truths in
Islamic art and architecture. Therefore, there are two important semantic
and historical approaches in dealing with Islamic art and architecture;
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Which are at opposite points and critique the methodology and its
achievements in each other's opinions. The root of the difference in the
views of these researchers is the difference in the application of different
epistemological methods. The intellectual foundation of traditionalists with
a transhistorical view is based on the spiritual and mystical concepts of
Islam, with a semantic approach. Historians, on the other hand, believe in
the analysis and interpretation of Islamic architectural works, especially the
construction of a mosque, by quoting historical evidence and documents.
Since the spiritual wis&om of Islam is manifested in the form and meaning
of its arts, it seems that historians and researchers in the definition and
explanation of Islamic architecture have neglected its various aspects.
Therefore, it is necessary to address the nature of Islamic architecture
through the explanation and comparative analogy of these two approaches.
On the other hand, due to the fact that the temples are directly related to
religion and most of the governments in Islamic lands have made efforts to
build a mosque; Therefore, the mosque building is one of the buildings that
has represented the existence and identity of the Muslim community since
the beginning of Islam. In fact, the mosque is the most significant Islamic
building and architecture is its most important art. Since the mosque has
been considered and researched by many experts in art and architecture;
Among the existing approaches, the present study deals with two important
approaches of the twentieth century and, consequently, the views of two
prominent historians and researchers due to their numerous and path-
breaking works and the impact they have had on the methods of knowledge
of Islamic art and architecture. Considering the formation of different
epistemological currents in the knowledge of Islamic art and architecture, it
seems that since the spiritual wisdom of Islam is manifested in the form and
meaning of its arts, researchers are unaware of its various aspects in
explaining what Islamic architecture is. The aim of this study is to
comparatively study the views of Titus-Borkhart and Algebrabar in order to
explain the nature of Islamic architecture. With a semantic approach,
traditionalists consider Islamic architecture in the form of transhistorical
and transtemporal rules, influenced by the essence of Islam, and historians
consider Islamic architecture as a continuation of Byzantine and Sassanid
art according to the teachings of Hegel's philosophy of history. Assuming
that despite the methodological differences in their approach, they explain
Islamic architecture in terms of the role of the religious component; The

uestion is what effect does the difference in their views have on their

efinition of Islamic architecture? The findings show that the difference
between Burkhart and Grabar's views is in the difference between the
methodological approaches they have adopted. Burkhart considers the
formation of architecture and its elements to be derived from the traditions
of Islam and based on the traditionalist method with a semantic and
transhistorical view based on the teachings of Husserl's philosophy seeks to
explain phenomena based on finding the relationship between works of art
from ditferent periods and places. It seeks to explain Islamic architecture
through sacred and transcendent concepts and by posing positive topics of
cryptography, symbolism, and esotericism. But Grabar mentions Islam as a
cultural component along with historical and social components. From a
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historical point of view, based on the philosophical teachings of Hegel,
Grabar believes in historical determinism. Therefore, in the study of Islamic
architecture and specifically the construction of the mosque, it deals only
with historical, social, geographical components and temporal and spatial
requirements and algebras. He not only examines Islamic architecture in the
context of historica?events and social and geographical requirements, but
also pays much attention to Islamic revelation and its teachings and the
words and deeds of the Prophet. Therefore, it seems that Grabar, like
Burkhart, as a person from the non-Muslim realm who has researched in the
field of Islamic architecture, believes in the role and influence of religion.
Grabar believes in the impact of the worldview of Islam and its teachings on
Islamic architecture and specifically the construction of the mosque. But
their views on the influence of religion on the formation of Islamic
architecture are different. Burkhart considers Islamic architecture and its
elements to be derived from the teachings of Islam and the teachings of
mysticism and Sufism, and explains the relationship between Islamic
architecture and Islam as a relation between symbol and meaning, and
considers any work formed in Islamic civilization as a sacred work. While
Grabar pays attention to the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet and
mentions Islam and its influences as cultural components along with
historical, regional, political, etc. components, but defines the relation of
Islam to Islamic architecture as its relation to Islamic culture and not the
religion of Islam and by emphasizing the symbolic nature of Islamic
architecture, the relation of Islamic architecture to Islam expresses the
relation between the association of meaning and meaning.

Keywords: Islamic Architecture, Traditionalism, Historiography, Mosque,
Titus Burkhart, Oleg Grabar
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