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Abstract

The Famous thinkers, explains Iji's view of ethics, like other Ash'arites, as
one of divine command theory, But he does not consider moral good and
evil to be limited to the meaning of the merit of praising the Shari'a and
blame, sometimes also means perfection and imperfection or expediency
and corruption. According to Iji's moral ontology, it can be attributed to him
that he is realist based on the promise to reason good and evil and he is
subjectivist based on the promise to religious good and evil. Although he
does not make a logical connection between good and evil moral meanings,
he accepts Argument ability for meaning of reason good and evil. his reason
for not communicating logically between these meanings, which is God's
compulsion, seems invalid because, if explained logically, God's legislative
will is based on God's creative will, and it will not be forced by a non-god.

Keywords: Ontology of ethics, Semantics of ethics, Epistemology of ethics,
Azod al'Din [ji's, Moral Philosophy.

* Assistant Professor and Faculty Member of Imam Khomeini Institute of

Education and Research. E-mail: h.ahmadi@iki.ac.ir
Recived date: 6/11/2020 Accepted date: 22/12/2020


mailto:javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
tel:+982167238208
mailto:hosseina5@yahoo.com

\i"g_)twbj‘)t.@_:crq a\)Wc}f—Q‘.&ju Yli

Azod al'Din Tji is a Muslim and a follower of the Ash'arites in theological
discussions and moral philosophy, who also has innovations in some views.
Most of the topics of Tji's moral philosophy can be deduced from the book
al'Mawaqif fi Elame al'’Kalam,; Tji considers morality as the carnal attributes
of stable, in which actions are easily and easily issued by man, and man has
no authority in these actions; Following the Ash'arites, he believes that
human beings do not have the authority to create actions in the popular
sense, and that their moral actions are the work of God. He means that man
does not have authority in his actions, that man is not independent in
performing his action; He acknowledges the external fact that human beings
consider themselves independent, and this notion is due to the confusion
between human power and the effect of this power on the emergence of
actions; While there is a distinction between the existence of human power
and its effect on the emergence of its actions, that is, man has the power to
ac%uire divine actions but has no authority in the emergence of his actions,
and human beings often think they have the power to active their actions.

Philosophy of ethics reviews conceptive and statement basic of moralit
and includes semantic, ontological, epistemological issues of ethics, whic
can be extracted from the point of view of Aji, and this research has dealt
with the mentioned issues; semantic topics means that it is intended to
determine the boundaries of the realm and show the realism of moral
concepts and propositions; The ontology of ethics refers to discussions
about the reality of morality, and if it is real, it determines the type of reality,
and the epistemology of ethics deals with issues such as tlze criteria of
cognition, The way of knowing and relativity, and moral axioms.

In the discussions of moral philosophy, Iji first considers moral concepts
such as good and evil to have two types of meanings; The first type of good
and evil that mean the right to praise and blame and the second type of
concepts that have meanings other than the meaning of the right to praise
and blame such as good and evil mean perfection and defect or expediency
and corruption; These two types of meanings are not logically related to
each other. His view is in meaning of the first type among the divine
command theory and is considered ontologicalf, , unrealistic, and is
epistemologically, relativistic, and in terms of normative views,
conscientious, but his view in meaning of the second type of moral good and
evil is ontologically realistic, Epistemologically, he is an absolutist and, in
terms of normative ethics, he is one of the moral consequentialists. In the
semantics of morality, Iji has dealt with concepts such as morality, virtue,
and good and evil. In many of these concepts, Ee uses the views of ancient
Greek thinkers; But because it relates these concepts to God, it differs from
them. His veiw also has a distinction of the divine command theory that in
addition to paying attention to the divine command theory, he It points to
the separation of semantic status in moral concepts so that a word may have
different meanings in several ways and according to the same meaning,
Finds certain features.

In the epistemology of ethics, according to the same two semantic
aspects that he beleives to moral concepts, Iji explains two independent
aspects of epistemology. For example, in the first semantic part, he
introduces the way of cognition as revelation, and in the second semantic
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part, he discusses reason as another way of knowing. In the discussion of
moral justification, he considers the sentences containing the first type of
meaning to be rationally unjustifiable, while the second type considers the
meaning to be justifiable. In logical discussions of ethics, he discusses only
the second type of meaning and with the explanation that Jorjani offers from
his words, he makes a connection between the concepts of practical and
theoretical reason.

In the discussion of ontology, Aji, like other Ash'arites, belongs to the
category of non-realists because he considers some moral sentences to mean
praise and blame, but because moral sentences may contain the second type
of meaning, he belongs to the category of moral realists. And there are
arguments for moral realism that have been mentioned in the text of this
study; although some Tji expressions reinforce the suspicion that it is
unrealistic, these expressions are at least justifiable in that they refer to the
first type of semantic good and evil in which Tji is in the category of
unrealists.

Tji has distanced himself from the Ash'arite view, but has not eliminated
some of the drawbacks; Although he accepts the theory of the ancient Greek
thinkers, especially Aristotle, in moral virtues and considers the way to
reach moral virtues as moderation; However, he considers himself a
follower of the Ash'arite belief and tries to distinguish the two approaches
by distinguishing semantically between the right of praise and Elame of
religious with other meanings, while he does not offer the way of
recognizing these two distinctions. He believes that what is not forbidden
by the holy sharia is considered approved by the sharia. Now the question
is, how can it be understood that an issue that has not been commanded and
forbidden by the holy shari'ah is praiseworthy by the shari'ah and means it
deserves praise or does it mean perfection and imperfection or expediency
and corruption? In addition to the above question, other question come to
mind, and that is how Iji attributes human actions to God, while by
separating the way of revelation and intellect, he believes that human
intellect has an action independent of revelation that can recognize good
and evil in the sense of perfection and defects; If man is only ca ab%e of
acquiring divine actions, Eow can this action originate from him when this
rational action is interrupted by revelation?

Other question that can be proposed on Jji's point of view can be
explained by the premise that he considers the only way to know the good
and the evil of the Shari'a is to refer to the Shari'a and find the divine
Erohibitions. He believes that if good and evil mean the right to praise and

lame religious, the shari'ah must determine this right; But if you pay
attention to the perfection aspect of the action and for its explain use the
good and the evil, the intellect has the ability to perfect the moral acts, and
aaction may have both aspects; Eji's reason for the lack of logical connection
between the two aspects is that if divine praise is to be based on facts, God
will have to, while the divine compulsion is based on his own Made reality,
and this compulsion is not from another side that is problematic. In other
words, no one has forced God, but the requirement of divine wisdom is that
these moral judgments be issued from him, not that someone has forced him
to have such a judgment. Therefore, considering that such an explanation
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can be put forward for a logical connection between good and ugliness in
the religious and rational sense, Iji's argument will be rejected, and
according to divine wisdom, the realistic explanation of good and ugliness
in the sense of the right to praise and blame can also be rationally explained.
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