Sophia Perennis

Print ISSN: 2251-8932/0Online ISSN:2676-6140
Web Address: Javidankherad.ir

Email: javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
Tel:+982167238208
Attribiution-NonCommercial 4.0 International
(CC BY-NC 4.0)

Open Access Journal

SOPHIA PERENNIS

The Semiannual Journal of Sapiential Wisdom and Philosophy

Vol. 17, Number 2, spring and summer 2021, Serial Number 39

Closed-mindedness and Academic Practice:
A Research from Virtue Epistemology
Perspective

PP. 85-110
DOI: 10.22034/iw.2021.254755.1466

Amirhossein Khodaparast”

Abstract

Closed-mindedness is an intellectual vice that that degrades people
intellectually and practically. Academic practice, in particular, requires an
open mind which is susceptible of critical dialogue, that is, the same virtues
and skills that are at the opposite end of the spectrum. Thus, if we take
closed-mindedness as a vice that should be avoided by the general public, it
is a devastating flaw for academics in particular that undermines the
different functions of their activities. In this paper, after outlining a
framework that provides an opportunity to discuss the importance and
impact of moral and intellectual virtues and vices on academic activity, we
turn to the main features of closed-mindedness and what makes it an
intellectual vice. Then, we show how this vice misleads the three functions
of academic practice and degrades them, while open-mindedness enriches
these functions and helps them to be realized in the best possible way.
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A responsiblist understanding of intellectual virtue establishes an important
link between epistemology and ethics. It is this connection that makes
academic practice, as an intellectual practice, the subject of moral reflection
and evaluation. Academic practice has three functions of teaching, research
and cultural criticism, and this practice is fruitful and lasting if it achieves
these functions in the best way. The adornment of academics with
intellectual virtues is one of the effective factors in the realization of these
functions, just as their inclination to intellectual vices can prevent the
realization of these functions.

Short-sightedness is one of the intellectual vices that causes the intellectual
and practical degradation of individuals. According to Heather Battaly, a
virtue epistemologist, a short-sighted person is someone who knows that
her beliefs have alternatives that can affect their validity but she does not
pay attention to the consideration and evaluation of these alternatives or
ignores them. When a person's reluctance or inability to pay serious
attention to intellectual alternatives is associated with a person's tendency
to acknowledge certain beliefs, he or she is not only short-sighted but
dogmatic. Short-sightedness and dogmatism are traits that have both
inherently bad motives and have bad consequences for the individual,
society, and the epistemological environment. Short-sightedness preserves
and reinforces false beliefs in the person; It prevents a person from gaining
true beliefs or knowledge; It causes a person, in addition to her current false
beliefs, to have other false beliefs about the same beliefs; It causes wasting
opportunities and wasting knowledge resources; It indicates a person's
cognitive impairment in accrediting others; It leads to the weakening of
some intellectual virtues and the strengthening and consolidation of some
other intellectual vices; And, finally, at certain levels, it may lead to
epistemological discrimination, corruption, and turmoil. Both short-
sightedness and dogmatism are opposed to the intellectual virtue of open-
mindedness, which requires serious attention to the relevant intellectual
alternatives.

Because the university is an institution that distinguishes itself from other
social institutions by its concern for truth and the teaching of knowledge, in
the first place it does not seem to have a short-sightedness in it. But this
intellectual vice can infect academics as well as other members of society. If
we consider that academics are exemplars of concern for truth and the
teaching of knowledge, then it becomes clear how dangerous and
destructive their contamination with short-sighted vices is. Academic
practice, in particular, requires an open and receptive mind to critical
dialogue, that is, the same virtues and skills that are opposed to short-
sightedness. Thus, if short-sightedness is a vice that should be avoided by
the general public, it is a devastating flaw for academics in particular that
undermines the different functions of their practice.
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Short-sighted expansion in the university greatly affects the educational
function of this institute and deprives it of its main purpose, which is to
transfer knowledge, skill or art. Short-sighted teaching is teaching in which
the teacher has a closed mind and ignores the relevant intellectual
alternatives that students offer in the form of a question, opinion, or
opposing evidence. The short-sighted teacher, by ignoring the intellectual
alternatives desired by the students, leaves no motivation for them to
progress in the learning process. She is fascinated by the particular teaching
methods, perspectives, and resources she oversees, and does not welcome
suggestions from others to change the way she teaches and to use competing
perspectives and new sources.

Short-sightedness also threatens the research function of academic
practice, which reflects the search for truth. Short-sighted research activity
does not meet any of the requirements of genuine research. The short-
sighted or dogmatic researcher who does not pay serious attention to
alternative intellectual views sacrifices the accuracy of the research and its
achievements to the bias and fascination with her views. She presents her
research achievement without considering the sources that may change the
results of her work. She also has the least potential for collective research
activity.

In addition, the university is an institution within civil society to which, in
accordance with its responsibilities, it must guard open-mindedness and
oppose short-sightedness and dogmatism. Therefore, the short-sightedness
of academics causes none of the sub-functions of university cultural
criticism to be realized. Short-sightedness not only undermines the
professional competencies of academics, but by facilitating and reinforcing
other intellectual vices, deprives them of the possibility of realizing the non-
professional competencies that are to be strengthened in the individual
through academic practice and provide grounds for cultural criticism of
society. Moreover, short-sightedness hinders the transmission,
interpretation and development of cultural tradition. An expression of this
short-sightedness can be seen in the ideological dogmatism about cultural
heritage which prevents new interpretations of it or makes parts of it more
important than other parts just for ideological reasons. In addition, short-
sightedness limits political awareness and prevents social and political
criticism in universities.

On the other hand, academic practice with open-mindedness is manifested
in three levels of this intellectual virtue. At the first level, virtuous academic
practice requires a critical confrontation with one's own assumptions,
methods, resources, and achievements through serious consideration of
relevant intellectual alternatives. An open-minded academic is not only not
afraid of this confrontation, but also actively seeks to test her views,
theories, and evidence. At the second level, virtuous academic practice
requires an impartial judgment between views and theories. An open-
minded academic avoids unwarranted bias in favor of particular views and
theories that do not have adequate scientific and scholarly support, and
relies on appropriate theoretical or practical evidence for her judgments. At
the third level, virtuous academic practice requires constant search for
knowledge and striving for understanding and learning throughout life. An
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open-minded academic is far from believing that he owns the truth and does
not need to learn and understand alternative theories; in his view,
understanding and learning is always a search.

In this article, after outlining a framework that provides an opportunity to
discuss the importance and impact of moral and intellectual virtues and
vices on academic practice, we turn to the main characteristics of short-
sightedness and what makes it an intellectual vice. Then, we show how this
vice misleads the three functions of academic practice and degrades them,
while on the other hand, open-mindedness enriches these functions and
helps them to be realized in the best possible way.

Keywords: Short-sightedness, Academic practice, open-mindedness,
Intellectual virtue, Intellectual vice.
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