Sophia Perennis

Print ISSN: 2251-8932/0Online ISSN:2676-6140
Web Address: Javidankherad.ir

Email: javidankherad@irip.ac.ir
Tel:+982167238208
Attribiution-NonCommercial 4.0
International

(CCBY-NC 4.0)

Open Access Journal

SOPHIA PERENNIS

The Semiannual Journal of Sapiential Wisdom and Philosophy

Vol. 17, Number 2, spring and summer 2021, Serial Number 39

Heidegger’s Way of Thinking
Its Steps and significant Stages

PP. 169-196
DOI: 10.22034/1W.2021.279257.1518

Seyyed Masoud Zamani*
The present paper gives an overview of Heidegger's way of thinking, but
against the main stream of his studies, that divides his thinking in two
steps: before the so called "the turn" and after it. Thus it has been talked
about Heidegger I and 1I too. This paper but presents his thinking as a way
with some turns, that can be summarized into four main steps. Heidegger
himself talks about three formulations and three steps of his question of
being: “the question of the meaning of being”, the “question concerning
the truth of being” and finally the “question concerning the location of
being” or "topology of Being". This article recognizes the time before
summer 1923 as the fourth step, in which Heidegger’s thinking belong to
Philosophy of life. So the task of this paper is the explication of these steps,
their spans and their relations to each other.
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1. Introduction: Firstly this paper starts with a critic of common opinion in
Heidegger’s studies, that there are two Heidegger: one before the so called
"the turn " and one after it. It shows correspondingly some turn in
Heidegger’s way of thinking, about that nobody can talks without his
question of Being. Therefore, it focuses on Heidegger’s different
formulating of the question of Being. In one of latest revision of his way of
thinking he talks about three formulation of the question of Being: “the
question of the meaning of being”, the “question concerning the truth of
being” and finally the “question concerning the location (témog) of being”
or "topology of Being". They are at same time, Heidegger explicated, the
three steps or stages of his way too. (Complete works 15, p. 344)

Nevertheless Heidegger does not talk here much about details of steps,
their beginning and ending, or the related themes with those
Formulations. Moreover he holds in silence the relatively long period
before Being and Time. Sometimes he speaks of the question of Being, as if it
begins with this masterwork, while he says himself that since his youth, he
was involved in it. Therefore this paper tries to explain those steps by
Heidegger’s other revisions in his different works; particularly, it bounds
the span of each one of them. Besides, it tries to achieve an overview of
main problems in each step.

The final part of the introduction pays attention to the order of the
steps of Heidegger’s way of thinking. Indeed he lays no emphasis on their
chronological order in his revisions in Seminars and elsewhere. He begins
actually from the first years after Being and Time or from the question
concerning the truth of Being, then he points out its transition to the
topology of Being, to say the question of the meaning of Being in his
masterwork has undergone two substantial transformations. Consequently
this paper explains the steps in this non-chronological order like Seminars:

2. The Stage of Truth of Being: This Period begins in the early 1930s and
continues until the end of World War II or the early 1950s. In its beginning
Heidegger stops the writing of Being and Time, to turn his thought to the
metaphysic and its problems. Metaphysic and its related problems become
the main thematic of Heidegger’s thinking. He himself considers explicitly
this period as a new one. Just for this reason it can be named as
“metaphysical step” too, in which until the middle of 1930s was his
position on metaphysic at last positive. Thus he himself tries to establish
his own metaphysic as “metaphysic of Dasein” or “fundamental ontology”,
that he named previously “ontology of Dasein” too. But from middle of 1930s,
that Heidegger gives his chain lectures on Nietzsche, he takes a negative
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position and turns. So instead of the foundation of metaphysic he was thinking
more about “overcoming of metaphysic” and follows the “the other
beginning” that must not be metaphysically. (Complete works 65, p. 85-95)

3. The Stage of Topology of Being: But Heidegger couldn’t succeed the
overcoming of metaphysic, in the sense of thinking without metaphysical
elements, until the last step, i.e. the topology of Being, It became a possibility
when he put the language in question as local or topos of Being and
interpreted it itself as “Event”. But the Event appears otherwise as
nothingness too, which he considers as the eastern correspondent of Being.
Apart from the question about the essence of language and poem lies the
novelty of this step in attention he pays to the Far East and to the occurring of
the Event there. Correspondingly he tries to show Being or Nothingness
speaks in Japanese language too. Thus this step can be named at the same time
as “eastern-western step”.

4, The Stage of Meaning of Being: Heidegger’s seek for the meaning of
Being dominates his thought in the period, that begins with his lecture
Ontology: Hermeneutic of Facticity in summer 1923 and then it achieves its peak
and end with Being and Time in 1927. Ontology enters initially in Heidegger’s
thought since that lecture, in its center lays naturally Dasein. His efforts in this
step concentrate mainly on characterization of Dasein, which is necessary for
explaining of the meaning of Being. But the identification of Heidegger’s
thought in this period depends at the same time on its wide methodological
genre too, that is, he tries to establish a methodological philosophy in these
days under the different title of: “hermeneutical phenomenology” or
“phenomenological hermeneutics”, “the hermeneutics of Facticity”,
“phenomenology of Dasein” and “destruction”. Therefore we call this period
as “methodological step”, as same as “the period of Dasein” because of its
concentration on Dasein, and finally “the step of Being and Time”, because this
masterwork summarizes all this period.

5. The Stage of Philosophy of life: That means Heidegger’s first academic
activities before summer 1923 and even earlier, when he explicitly didn’t put
the question of Being, but he finds it in the life and its “facticity” or in its
“factual” forms. Because of it Heidegger’s current thought must be classified
under the title of “philosophy of life”. However his two last lectures about “the
phenomenologi-cal interpretations of Aristotle” should be considered separate
as “the period of the transition to ontology” and compared to previous terms,
when can be called “the period of more pure philosophy of life”.

6. The Relation between Periods: This paper answers the possible question
of “how do these steps relate to each other?” The answer is: the question of
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Being is the only question of Heidegger’s all life, but he asks it each time more
radially, more fundamentally and more preliminary.

7. Conclusion: This part summarizes the steps in its chronological order: 1.
The period of philosophy of life. 2. The period of the meaning of Being.2. The
period of the truth of Being, 3. The period of the location of Being,
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