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The connection between Plato's Philosophy and Illuminationist Wisdom can be
found, regardless of Suhrawardi's statements about Plato as one of the most
prominent sages endowed with gnostic intuition, through the analysis of the
agreements between these two philosophers in treatment of the key ideas
rooted in what Suhrawardi calls “the eternal substance of wisdom”. According
to this method, which goes beyond the mere historical researches, the works of
the two philosophers are compared in respect of possessing themes concerning
spirituality and initiatic path. The goal of the true philosophy conceived and
practiced by Plato and Suhrawardi is happiness, and this happiness amounts to
the likeness to God. Therefore, the most fflndamental theme in this philosophy
is the homogeneity of human essence with divine truths which has been
forgotten as a result of attachment to body. The initial principle of philosophy
as a spiritual path is thus the remembrance of the deiform self as a capacity in
man to achieve that goal. Suhrawardi and Plato, in addition to reasoning about
this theme, have also dealt with it in a symbolic-allegorical way. The symbols
concerning the theme in question can be found particularly in Suhrawardi's
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mystical treatises and in such Plato’s dialogues as Republic and Phaedrus.
Symbols such as hedgehog, dewdrop, bird, heart and world reflecting cup,
winged chariot, eye o% soul and their correlated symbols, such as captivity in
trap, leather, cave and hole, burial in grave are aﬁ] representative of the dual
status of man, celestial as well as mundane.

Keywords: Suhrawardi, Plato, Self-Knowledge, Symbolism.

According to Suhrawardi, there is a remarkable agreement between Plato's
philosophy and Oriental Wisdom in general. This agreement which is rooted in
the perennial essence of wisdom not in purely historical influences, can be
considered in three aspects: first, in terms of the main content of this wisdom;
second in terms of the method of its realization; and third in terms of its mode
of expression. At first glance, what seems well known and most recognized
about the agreement between Suhrawardi and Plato is the harmony of the
philosophy-wisdom of these two in respect of the content, and especially their
unanimity in the belief in the intelligible world of Ideas (or divine archetypes).
As regards the methodological agreement, general and concise remarks to the
idea of direct intuition (dhawq) or mystical contemplation can be found in some
of Suhrawardi's phrases. Nevertheless, regarding tﬁe agreement in the mode of
expression, there seems that we have no serious study based on the works of
these two philosophers. In his introduction to the Wisdom of Illumination
(Hikmat al-Ishraq), Suhrawardi has affirmed the symbolic language of Greek
and Persian sages. Thus it can be said that the prominent characteristic of all
manifestations of Oriental Wisdom is the symbolic language. This mode of
expression is more appropriate to intuitive Intellect, while conceptual and
analytical language is more appropriate to discursive reason. In the works of
Suhrawardi and Plato, in addition to analytical and argumentative expression,
symbolic expression has a very important place in conveying spiritual
meanings and transcendent truths. The idea of symbolic expression, therefore,
affords a common fundamental element which enable us to understand more
profoundly the agreement between Suhrawardi and Plato.

In this research, we have tried to explain the thematic and methodological
agreement through a careful examination of the stylistic agreement. The
explanation is made by focusing on the idea of self-knowledge or more
precisely, the idea of the remembrance of the divine essence of the soul and its
symbolism. In fact, this idea constitutes the first stage in the practice of spiritual
exercises in both Iluminationist philosophy and Platonic philosophy, and
furthermore is regarded as the cornerstone of Oriental Wisdom in general.

1. The self-knowledge or remembrance of the divine essence of the soul is
the sine qua non of realizing godlikeness as the goal of philosophy-wisdom

According to Plato, philosophy as an intellectual and erotic practice aims at
godlikeness %y acquiring the most excellent form of knowledge. Similarly,
Suhrawardi believes that acquiring the highest knowledge is worthy of human
being, and therefore, the relationship between man and Divine Truth is the
relationship between the "noblest knower" and the "most exalted known".
Thus the goal of llluminationist wisdom, like Plato’s, is likeness to God. Such a
concept of philosophy as a spiritual practice and its ultimate goal, that of
becoming like God, is based on the homogeneity between human essence and
Divine Truths. In other words, man has a divine essence, and therefore the
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capacity of achieving such a lofty goal lies in his nature. Hence, all the efforts of
Socrates, the Platonic philosopher par excellence, were made to realize in his
life the famous maxim "know thyself", and in a similar way Suhrawardi affirms
that "the knowledge of God depends on the knowledge of self."

2. Suhrawardi and Plato’s symbolism on the dual situation of man and the
necessity of remembering of his own divine self

As regards the subject-matter of self-knowledge, Suhrawardi and Plato use
symbols that indicate the dual state of man, celestial and terrestrial. But these
two states are not of the same degree, one constituting the true nature of man,
whereas the other having an accidental status. Symbols that indicate the dual
state of man can be included in the framework of more universal and
fundamental dualities, each of which represents the duality of human state in
one or other aspect. These dualities are: upwardness-downwardness; light-
darkness (the most fundamental duality in Illuminationist Wisdom); freedom-
captivity; life-death (in close connection with godlikeness and immortality);
pearl-shell; And ignorance-knowledge (in direct connection with the purpose
of human life). Symbols that refer to the luminous and godlike nature of man
with more emphasis can be related to the fundamental ideas of centre (or even
the axis of human existence), knowledge and luminosity. Symbols such as
sullied leather, captivity in trap, cave or hole, and burial in grave all they refer
to the body and imprisonment in the material world, whereas symbols such as
hedgehog, dewdrop, bird, window, heart, world reflecting cup, winged chariot,
and eye of soul, all of them indicate the noblest and purest part of the human
soul nourished and nurtured by divine truths, turning one’s whole attention to
which is the function of true philosophy.
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