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Abstract

The acceptance of new astronomy in Iran was more due to their technical
and military superiority than through the careful examination of
calculations and observations of Europeans. Therefore, the Shaykhist
leaders opposed the new astronomy based on religious and natural reasons.
Muhmmad-Karim Khan Kirmani (1810-1873), one of the Shaykhists leaders,
in his Risala fi Tazyif Kitab Afranjt fi Harakat al-Aflak (Treatise on a European
Book’s Fraud about the Celestial Motions -April 10, 1853), brings an Arabic
summary of a European book have been translated into Persian. This
summary includes Copernican and Tycho Brahe’s theories as well as
Cartesian vortex theory and Newtonian theory to dynamic explanation of
heliocentrism. The latter is a simplified version of proposition 1.1 of
Newton’s Principia explaining planetary motions around the sun according
to the theory of gravity and inertia law. This text should be considered as
the oldest document of this proposition in Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Some of the Iranian constitutionalists of Qajar period held that acceptance
of the modern sciences -even without examination of its reasons- is
necessary for political and technical progress of Iran. Mirza ‘Abbas Yazdi as
a constitutionalists was an exception. He brings his criticisms to
heliocentrism in his The Sun and the Earth (1913). Muhmmad-Karim Khan
Kirmani (1810-1873) as the Shaykhist leader of Kerman, was a defender of
geocentric cosmology. Shaykhism was founded according to Ahmad AhsaT’s
teachings. Shaykhists were considered as heretics by the main stream of
Shiite ulama. They were supported by Qajar Shahs, and could find plenty of
adherents in many regions, especially in Kerman. Kirmani, as one the most
influential leant students of AhsaT’s school, became the leader of Kermanian
Shaykhists. He proposed a theological system including a certain cosmology
in which God, Imams, and man had their definite positions in the universe,
based on AhsaT’s doctrines. This system of belief contained a certain opinion
about the cosmos, according to which an intermediate world called
“hiirqilya” exsists between material and spiritual worlds. This world is
situated at the farthermost from the Eath at the edge of the material word.
Thus according to this cosmology, the Earth should be at the center. Kirmani
authored several books and treatises in philosophy, astronomy,
mathematics etc. He even invented a new kind of astrolabe in the shape of a
ring. He was familiar with the old philosophy and Ptolemaic astronomy. In
his Risala fi Tazyif Kitab Afranji ft Harakat al-Aflak (Treatise on a European Book’s
Fraud about the Celestial Motions -April 10, 1853), he brings an Arabic summary
of a European book have been translated into Persian. Then he presents his
criticism of its content. His book constitutes of four parts: 1. A summary of
the European Book; 2. Introduction; 3. Criticism in eleven chapter; 4.
Conclusion in seven chapters. The introduction contains five physical
principles. The summary of European book includes Copernican and Tycho
Brahe’s theories as well as Cartesian vortex theory and Newtonian theory to
explaination of heliocentrism. The latter is a simplified version of
proposition 1.1 of Newton’s Principia explaining planetary motions around
the sun according to the theory of gravity and inertia law. This text should
be concerned as the oldest document of this proposition in Iran.
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