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ABSTRACT

The image of philosophy and the philosopher in Farabi's works is similar to the use
of divine wisdom and the Qur'an: wisdom is the legacy of the prophets' teachings,
a divine gift, a factor in guidance and along with governance. The teachings of the
sages are mysterious, philosophy is unified and can be combined with religion. A
philosopher has the appearance of a prophet and should be adorned with
theoretical virtues such as love for the truth and research on the way to it, in
addition to moral virtues such as truthfulness, piety, asceticism from material
desires, and in addition to these things, believe in religious beliefs such as the
creation of the world by the creation of a single agent, resurrection And the
observance of the rules of heavenly religions. Wisdom and Hakim in their true
meaning are reserved for God. The course of discussions in the most important
works of Farabi starts from the origin of existence (Allah). the goal of philosophy
is to know God.so, can be said philosophy is a divine view of beings.
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Extended Abstract

This research has sought to find answers to two central issues. First, the identity
of philosophy in Al-Farabi's thought, which includes a set of its essence,
characteristics, function, and purpose. Second, the characteristics and conditions
that he considers for a philosopher. Similarly, the achievements of this article are
also divided into two parts. It should be noted that in the text of Al-Farabi's works,
there was no distinction or semantic or epistemological distinction between
philosophy and wisdom. He merely refers to the human meaning of wisdom in
Greece as skill in matters. However, the findings of this research are as follows: Al-
Farabi considers wisdom to be God's knowledge of Himself. Wisdom means the
knowledge of the highest being about the highest beings. In this view, the concepts
of philosophy and philosopher are used metaphorically for man. Philosophy is one,
and the differences between philosophers do not harm this unity. In the words of
this philosopher, philosophy means "the view of existence and beings in the light
of their being created and the origin of the First Cause." The situation of from Him
and to Him can be observed in this ontological approach; Allah is the origin and
the goal of existence. Therefore, philosophy is also wisdom and a divine gift to
some humans and the agent or the only agent of the individual and society
reaching happiness and well-being. In this path, no science or practice can replace
philosophy. In the relationship between religion and philosophy, Al-Farabi
believes that these two have the same words and are common and can be combined
in issues and goals. In the second part, which is related to the characteristics of the
philosopher, in his works the philosopher has a prophet-like appearance. He is
adorned with moral characteristics in thought and action. He believes in one God,
creation is through occurrence and resurrection. In Al-Farabi's view, the
philosopher must be a factor in the rules of heavenly religions down to the details.
Asceticism from the world, fascination with truth and research in its path are
among the characteristics of the divine sage that our philosopher intends. Since
philosophy is one, philosophers do not differ much from each other. The
philosopher's job is to resemble God to the extent of human endurance. The
teachings of the sages are complex, cryptic, and hidden. They combine rational
methods with persuasive methods. Ultimately, it can be said that in Al-Farabi's
view, the philosopher is a divine sage who is the heir of the prophets and the
follower of their path.
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ABSTRACT

Among philosophers, there are differing opinions regarding Mulla Sadra's
philosophical approach. There is no doubt that Mulla Sadra for a period of time
believed in the priority of essence (asalat-e mahiyyat) and explicitly stated this.
His assertion of priority of gradational existence (asalat-e wujud-e wahdat-e
tashkiki) is also certain. However, there is disagreement on whether he remained
at this stage or also reached priority of personal existence (asalat-e wujud-e
wahdat-e shakhsi), and which position represents Mulla Sadra's true and final
stance. This article approaches the three stages of Mulla Sadra's philosophical
development in two ways: one, by referring to Sadra's explicit statements on this
subject; and two, by explaining the transformations based on these three stages in
important topics such as causality, substance and accident, motion, knowledge, the
one and the many, psychology, precedence and succession, and indeed in most
philosophical discussions. This article considers both approaches to demonstrate
the realization of these three stages.

Keywords: Three stages of Mulla Sadra, priority of essence, priority of existence,
gradational unity of existence, personal unity of existence.
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Extended Abstract

It is evident that Islamic philosophy has undergone a journey over many centuries,
reaching its pinnacle in the transcendent philosophy of Sadra. Numerous pieces of
evidence indicate that Islamic philosophical discourse has evolved from the
multiplicity of existence to unity within multiplicity (gradation) and, ultimately, to
the personal unity of existence. Precisely delineating which discussions are
according to the originality of nature, which according to the originality of existence
of gradational oneness, and which on Sadra’s more specific view—the personal
oneness of existence—requires outlining the fundamental and overarching
framework of each of these aforementioned stages. According to the originality of
nature, natural multiplicity always indicates multiplicity in objective and external
entities, since each of them hypothetically refers to a specific objective aspect
(Mesbah, 1987, vol. 1, p. 321). However, as expressed by Sadra, unity is coextensive
with existence: wherever there is unity, existence is also present, and wherever
there is existence, unity is realized. These two are coextensive in their application to
things—whatever is called “existent” can also be called “one”, and they are alike in
strength and weakness. The weaker its existence, the weaker its unity, and the
stronger its existence, the stronger its unity. (Mulla Sadra, 2003, vol. 1, p. 402; see
also: Sajjadi, 2001, p. 520).

In the passages where Sadra acknowledges his earlier advocacy for the originality of
nature, he also refers to his transition from this essentialist perspective to an
existence-centered (wujiid-centric) view. There is no doubt that his philosophy is
fundamentally grounded on the originality of existence (asalat al-wujad). Once
affirming this principle, he employs the rule of gradation (tashkik) to explain
multiplicity. (Mulla Sadra, 1981, vol. 2, p. 381). It is for this reason that this stage of his
philosophical journey is termed the originality of existence of gradational oneness.
Ultimately, Mulla Sadra's third philosophical journey is characterized by belief in the
originality of existence of personal oneness, through which he addressed numerous
philosophical and theological issues, bringing about a profound transformation in his
philosophical discourse. Apart from the explicit distinctions made by Mulla Sadra and
the philosophers regarding the three journeys of the originality of nature, the
originality of existence of gradational oneness and the originality of existence of
personal oneness, the best evidence for the actualization of these three journeys lies
in the discussions that can be shown to have evolved within the same subjects
according to these three journeys. Significant transformations have occurred in
numerous issues such as causality, essence and accident, movement, knowledge,
oneness and multiplicity, psychology, tripartite division of being, precession and
recency, the subject of philosophy, and more.

The first journey is characterized by multiplicity as its essence; the second journey is
marked by unity within multiplicity, while the third journey embodies pure and
personal unity. Thus, the realization of all three journeys in Sadra’s philosophy is certain,
given the presented evidence. It is essential to deeply examine the evolution of
discussions in other philosophical subjects when studying Islamic philosophy,
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particularly Sadra’s wisdom.
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