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ABSTRACT

Agnosticism based on the people included in this ruling, some consider this ruling
to include all cognitive subjects (strong), some think that different people have a
general ruling (weak). Therefore, weak agnosticism means that: the
epistemological agent is allowed to remain without final judgment regarding the
existence of God. Two main reasons can be put forward in defense of this attitude;
(1) considering the epistemological position and the variety of the conditions and
abilities of the epistemological agents and the effect of this feature on the
knowledge of the evidence and their weighting, their various judgments, including
remaining agnostic about the existence of God, are justified. (2) Based on a reading
of the principle of epistemological conservatism (a person can continue to believe
until he finds a reason against his belief), the internal reasons of individuals are
sufficient for the legitimacy of their belief.
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Extended Abstract

Agnostics hold that epistemic judgment about the existence of God ought to be
suspended. This epistemic-theological school comprises diverse forms; depending
on the scope of applicability among individuals, some thinkers regard this
injunction as binding on all epistemic agents (strong agnosticism), while others
reject such all-encompassing application and deny a singular rule for every agent
(weak agnosticism). Thus, weak agnosticism entails that an epistemic agent is
permitted to remain without a conclusive judgment concerning God’s existence.
Two main reasons can be advanced in defense of this perspective:

1 .Defense Based on the Epistemic Situation

Given the epistemic situation and the diversity of conditions and capacities
among epistemic agents, and the influence of these attributes on their awareness
of evidence and its weighting, their divergent judgments—including remaining
agnostic about God’s existence—are justified. By acknowledging the variation in
epistemic situation, this justification remains acceptable as long as an individual
has observed the ethics of belief and fulfilled his epistemic duties. Since the aim of
knowledge is to attain truth—and truth is defined as something independent of the
epistemic agents—we must, as far as possible, put in place guidelines to guard
against subjective and personal influences. However, we cannot require epistemic
agents to perform beyond their capacities, and epistemic errors occur abundantly
in the process of acquiring knowledge. Now, if an individual’s epistemic situation
is not adequate, he should not take a position either for or against a matter simply
because they lack evidence; rather, epistemic suspension of judgment is the
correct stance. In light of the discussions raised in the debate over the existence of
God, if God exists, factors such as sin may have affected the individual’s epistemic
disposition, leaving them unable to secure evidence in God’s favor; or if God does
not exist, the individual—driven by a psychological need for a transcendent being,
by wishful thinking, or by a psychological need not to know—may be unable to
properly grasp reasons against God’s existence. These are possibilities and
circumstances that compromise one’s cognitive capacities and create situations in
which the individual cannot form a sound epistemic judgment; accordingly,
epistemic suspension of judgment is a justified and reasonable option for them.
(Morris, 1986)

2 .Defense Based on the Principle of Epistemic Conservatism

According to one reading of the principle of epistemic conservatism (that a
person may continue to believe a proposition as long as they have not found any
reason to reject it), an individual’s internal reasons are sufficient to legitimate the
ongoing persistence of their belief; hence, someone who get agnostic is, in
principle and to the extent of that belief, justified in maintaining it. However,
limiting this principle solely to internal reasons faces difficulties, and therefore it
cannot serve as a solid foundation for weak agnosticism. Graham Oppy, drawing
on Gilbert Harman’s epistemic principle and an internalist account of the
justification required for belief, seeks to defend weak agnosticism. On his reading,
the sufficiency of an individual’s internal reasons to justify their belief—and the
prima facie entitlement to continue holding it so long as no defeating reason
appears—serves as the major premise, while the person’s agnostic stance functions
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as the minor premise and a concrete instance of this rule. Oppy regards this
epistemic principle as closely akin to the theistic claim that religious belief can be
properly basic and non-inferentially justified, and he argues that anyone who
accepts it thereby renders agnosticism a defensible position. On Oppy’s
interpretation, individuals are entitled to consider their ongoing commitment
epistemically justified based on their own internal reasons. These internal reasons
sometimes support theism or atheism and sometimes warrant an epistemic
suspension of judgment; according to the stated principle, all such responses are
both permissible and justified for those who embrace them. It may happen that
someone fails to reach a determinate conclusion about God’s existence—regardless
of which factors produce that result—but because their personal reasons are
epistemically sufficient for them, this agnostic position is recognized as legitimate.
(Oppy, 1994, p. 161)
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2. necessary.

3. strong.

4. permanent.
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1. epistemic invariantist.
2. epistemic Contextualism.
3. subject-based Contextualism.

4, attributor-based Contextualism.



YYA | VEeF PSP o o¥ oylois (¥ 0y90 )5 (ylougle (code Raliladgs

oS ol Sl 3 (5l 5 3 ool Jta 355 o gl 53 Lo S 0y e i S
tom - 0)155 Hled L1y (V) cypasld alasly Lol e)s call o)) 35U 1y (V) oyandls alaly 5,8

ol Ggléo gl (Lo skl g 9,8 dio) s dtny (P oS L3150 S) (yslon o3lg 31 Cuisla

331 s ()i g Lail i 3,8 sla 58 i 9 ] (L ecilanl ) ool el Loy sl )
o) gl jlwaylliwl 1,81 diey ( Byme ]S Ao ywlwly daecsyd (Cohen, 1999, p. 57) .Cuwl
Slwd s (S (820 3)S0g) oyl D9y Ml Cglae £ gite Lal pis 1> 5 iz 31481 (6l bad sl
LS (Byme (slaled] 5,3 (595 £45 Cugrge (ol m yd 9 3kl pl 4 (I Cumes o 3 g
85 ope Sl (S A )3 (Hymo Cubse Lol 1 4y Ol o Ao oyl 3l el

Cawl 0155 a3 £ 45 Lol 5 Cuod]

80 0y Al bl o o 1,56 ,01Y (59, s S Y
Sl o 0055 el 5 35 55 3 d - SV 5518 5 osas s 3l Comy Bl 3l g
I 9Ol o 655 50 4 918 3929 Sy el b b piles slitel 0 (5 sl 5 e
(590 Oygo 9 T 5 0 Ol oy s pile 5 liel 4y glitod 31 B ymo Hlole I Cpoges ]
35S wadls (bl |y e ol )3 5l Cargo Olen 63,8 (820 ol 4485 i b 0S|

Sleda byo ol o9 4303 51 o 5 29000 (gwpy (6353 4y oS 105 0929 &) Bpmo ()5
e Dl > s slyis &y guyiand 5 pme S155 J) LolS Slime b 48 2900 iy opne Jele
0355 o5 3l s b wmlos Lo Ol o) b il Jss (2o i3S )3 9 99 sbal)S b 42
5 3,15 G of Soped sl (1S 4 Slapogs (63)8 pin il anils |y SV o4l ply 4 245
g a3l o)) el (bpme (sl B> 45 M35 (] S e o 5] NS oo ol |y 395 o gy 5
|y (dSeoY pllis ccopgllis o o5 ,3) s Cloyo oSy 5 Sy )], ale e anlsis
P Byme dxals S5 3y90 )3 o8« blie > . oy i 5 £185 sy 35 3l 4elSim g 43S oy
S g (=9 Gyl sho () )3 A g 09b 00 43S a5 53 Jlo g (290 (yme dlaxiul g 29y 00
(sHymayid Jolss 4 Gglase IS5 (63,8 4y )l R el g03] BB 5 Jsatiler slojine
38 o Ll o 5,55 50 Cunledl (i Ol oy dorsy g 231 i (gl Cadgame 55
Sl pis g (2lod @Bly S 4 a2 g5 Colin g (pased (S 5l z g Sl O 55 g 308l (B)me
i (yae ple Sladeog ()3 ((Byne Jalge 4 nlgd

5,10 U S ol o s oyt o 51 i cinis 56N oles o5 s 3 oS IS5 51 S



(S392) iz A S0 b3l | YYQ

15 il o Cupnnsy 42y (295 9 63,8 655 93 c(5,9LH5 5 (50L8 iy I (iByme sl el

dygleny dlaze] ypl 0)J5 /)5 093 g lus ¢ SByme Jole win /S5 lixel 4y 1 (63,8 (555LLIAS /(g ysblas

(e OB don aS] ool I g Sl g dliel ) )3 )8 g Sl By elge 9 By I
g 3Bk Ol

2B 5 Cuwgl Dgg pis /3935 4y dliie] JuS dgng dine) 10 Cawyd 0B 1 o gp (655LLlAS /g eblus

S 5 | 195 g pde /3939 b b oyl 3 1,8 4 0BT byme Jole

el Ol g modyce ]y o510 6 Lo Lo Ul 4l o 5 sl (6 OIS ()55 555 50 o83 ol (b
plynl o 1300 slie] &y g3 (sl Cugage 4 plidl e 10 4SSl L o lois 0 gLV 23 Ko
e )5 Ol g o8 Ohgbllas iges (el ol on 49 295 dlisel | Lo o8 Cd g )16 oo
13y S0 g ablgpl 4 Slie 5 SISl i g 4906 MalS | Lol g it BB Slyglblss (<l
Lo aSal oyl bty i oo Cosonmy ol & 5 435S o ik |y (il 3] gt o ofS Lol 1513 oo (2,55
33 3 1y (Byme (sladlamtnl 55 Coglés Lol cuuiliy Canyd |y Ol Lo 5 oy i)y B b o Llod 4
Anlgs Lo g9y i (65500 4t v)lody yine g Jgline 395 Jiabgy job 50 o |y By g 10 S5 LS
RYVAY

2)33g55 s SOV Lo g5 90

318 ol b o (65025105 g Allus 13 39800 200 (Bpre Jols 1o (s

S5 S Sl 4 dag b oS Gl popiio g drge lme /3]0 3> (Bpme Jolo igylmin (e
25655 b ol )3 (2ld age 5 1S Bgie ]y 2led (6513 145 525 Lyd d)b Y b))

5 )lid 3505 p b g Cbly alpo ol Cdpme )3 (gl (i oy (o (rog
el lanog lgie 4 62098 o (S5 )3 Carage Sl 08 &S Ganl)d b Syete S8
el 5 o) 31 oS b
196 99 b3 (820 Slao (imudls ¢y ke N-Y
g ey Sl ST e0)l5 dg2g a5 g Obyd 10,Sog) ot ) T (laels 5 'oyline S 2)S0g) 9

(N (B By 3l g Abl e S5 55 (5LLIAS g (gyablas Sl g3 g WL ARG dgg (o)8 sy

1. symmetrical view.

2. asymmetrical view.
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