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Self-awareness, that is, a person's direct awareness of his own self, which
Avicenna relied on in his Flying Man Argument to prove the soul, is the result
of the activity of which perceptual faculty in a person? Avicenna's words about
this issue are ambiguous and complicated: Sometimes he considers intellect as
the perceiver of the self and therefore calls it an intellectual knowledge, and
sometimes he considers the soul as its perceiver and calls it an inherent and
natural knowledge. In order to remove this ambiguity from Avicenna's words
and reach his final answer to this question, in this article, we have analyzed his
words - especially in the book of Mubahathat which has discussed this issue in
more detail than in other places - with a descriptive, analytical and critical
method, and we have come to the conclusion that in Avicenna's final view, the
perceptual faculty that is responsible for self-awareness, is not any of the
faculties of the soul, but the soul itself is the perceiver of its own essence. But
since he often presented the discussion of self-awareness in the framework of
his theory about perceptual faculties, sometimes he called it intellection, and
in fact, he used ‘intellect’ or intellection in two senses.
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Extended Abstract

In his philosophical system, Avicenna attributes human perceptions to four perceptual faculties: the senses, imagination,
estimation, and intellect. Based on this, he believes in four degrees or types of perception—sensory, imaginative, estimative, and
intellectual. The natural conclusion that arises from confronting this theory of faculties is that awareness of anything must be
obtained through one of the faculties of the soul and fit within one of these four types of perception.

On the other hand, Avicenna argues that humans always possess self-awareness, meaning their direct awareness of their
own essence. One of his methods for demonstrating this point is inviting the audience to reflect on themselves. For instance, in the
argument of the suspended man in air, he states: if we suppose a human who has suddenly been created completely but is in such
a way that he is floating in the air and no force is acting upon him, and his perceptual faculties are inactive, thus he is unaware of
everything, including his own body and all its parts, undoubtedly such a human will not be oblivious to himself: a person is always
aware of his own essence.

Therefore, when audiences encounter the self-awareness of the suspended man, and generally, the self-awareness of
humans as Avicenna describes in his works, the question arises for them as to which perceptual faculty this self-awareness is a
product of. This question becomes particularly significant when we see that, on one hand, Avicenna has not spoken uniformly and
clearly on this matter, and on the other hand, finding the answer to this question is crucial for understanding whether self-awareness
is a presential knowledge or an acquired one.

To clarify this ambiguity in Avicenna's statements and to arrive at his final answer to this question, this article endeavors
to examine his words regarding what in humans perceives the essence, especially his statements in Mubahathat —which is among
Avicenna’s latest works—on the issue of " "What is the perceptual faculty that is responsible for self-awareness"?

Considering what Avicenna has said about human self-awareness, especially in the explanation of Suspended Man
Argument, he does not regard a specific perceptual faculty as responsible for this awareness. From his perspective, the perceiver
of human essence is the human himself, without any intermediary and without needing another faculty. Thus, the perceiver of the
soul is the soul itself. Self-awareness is neither the result of the senses—whether external or internal—nor the result of the
intellectual faculty and reasoning. Therefore, it is neither "sensation" nor "intellection", but simply "consciousness" (awareness).

Of course, this statement is correct if the term "intellect” here refers to one of the faculties of the soul (as opposed to the
senses, imagination, and estimation), and "intellection" refers to the function that Avicenna formally assigns to this intellect, which
is the perception of general concepts. Accordingly, since self-awareness is a perception of a particular thing, it is not the work of
the intellect and cannot be called intellection. However, Avicenna has not always used "intellect” and "intellection™ in this sense.
For example, he sometimes refers to self-awareness as "the intellection of the essence," and although our soul is a particular thing,
he considers self-awareness as the work of "intellect."

What has led Avicenna to call self-awareness intellection is that he has explained and elucidated perceptions within the
framework of his theory of faculties, and this framework, as indicated by his enumeration of the types and degrees of perceptions,
does not leave room for explaining self-awareness, given the characteristics he attributes to it. However, he has not had any other
tools to present his discussion of self-awareness and to respond to related questions and objections. In this framework, the best
approach is to consider self-awareness as an intellectual perception, because the object of our perception in this awareness, which
is our essence or soul, is a non-material entity, and the only faculty that perceives non-materials is the intellect. Therefore, he has
referred to self-awareness as intellection and, in fact, has assigned another task (perceiving particular non-material matters) to the
intellect.

Thus, he has, in fact, employed the term intellect in discussions related to knowledge and perception—at least—in two
senses: 1) as a faculty of the rational soul whose duty is to perceive universals and to think, reason, and similar matters, and self-
awareness is not its task; and 2) as the rational soul itself, which is a substance with multiple faculties. The intellect to which self-
awareness is attributed is the second meaning. It is evident that these two intellects—one an accident and the other a substance—
are distinct from one another.

In conclusion, the summary of the answer to the question we asked at the beginning of this discussion is that self-awareness is not
the work of any specific faculty; and if it is sometimes attributed to the intellect, the intended meaning of intellect in these cases
is the soul itself.
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