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ABSTRACT

The three civilization-building kings mentioned in the Shahnameh, also described
as the first kings in the Zamyad Yasht of the Avesta, are Hushang, Tahmureth, and
Jamshid. These three kings are considered the embodiment of the creative power
of God Almighty, and they embark on a process of innovation and invention in six
stages, and then in the seventh stage, they undertake a task more wondrous than
any other. In Zoroastrian doctrine, the six creations of Ahura Mazda are, in order:
the stony or metallic sky, water, earth, plants, animals, and humans. Especially
Hushang, in his constructive works, followed precisely this divine plan and model.
This article seeks to explain the correspondence between the three aspects of
Ahura Mazda -that is “Zaman", "Den", and "Gah"- and the attributes and works of
the three culture heroes.
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Extended Abstract

By carefully examining the deeds and attributes of the three first kings mentioned in
the ZamyadYasht (Yasht 19 of the Younger Avesta), as well as in other parts of the
Avesta, Pahlavi texts, sources of the Islamic period, and particularly Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh, we can gather clear evidence and documentation that each of these
kings represents a creative attribute of Ahura Mazda, the Supreme God.

In the Bundahishn, Ahura Mazda is described as "Dae," meaning "Creator".
According to the Bundahishn, Ahura Mazda's three attributes are:

* (Zaman): Represents power and ability.

* (Den): Represents knowledge and awareness.

* (Gah): Represents light and the manifestation of existence.

In Islamic teachings, " Zaman ", "Den" and "Gah" are respectively symbolic of the
Divine attributes of "Power", "Knowledge," and " Mercy". Therefore, Hushang is
the embodiment of "Zaman", Tahmureth is the manifestation of "Den," and
Jamshid is the embodiment of "Gah."

Hushang: Embodiment of Ahura Mazda's Power

Hushang founded the Pishdadian dynasty, who, according to Pahlavi texts,
introduced the institution of kingship for the protection and administration of
creation, which can be considered the embodiment of divine power.

In Zoroastrian doctrine, the six creations of Ahura Mazda are mentioned in order:
the stony or metallic sky, water, earth, plants, animals, and humans. Hushang, in
his constructive works, followed precisely this divine plan and model, thus
becoming the embodiment of the Creator. Moreover, considering the discovery of
fire and the Sadeh festival, which represents the final stage of Hushang's
innovations, his reign should be regarded as the complete manifestation of " Dae-
be-azar".

Tahmureth: Embodiment of Ahura Mazda's Knowledge

The seven civilization-building innovations of Tahmureth-e Divband are another
manifestation of God's attribute and the seven creations of Ahura Mazda.

Tahmureth guided by the enlightened sage of his time - Shahrasp, who is not
mentioned in the Shahnameh - adopted the practice of staying awake at night and
fasting to attain Kavyan Glory and became the embodiment of divine knowledge
and the manifestation of " Dae-be-den".

Moreover, among Tahmureth's other attributes mentioned in the ZamyadYasht is
"azinauuant", which some have interpreted as meaning "intelligent, clever, and
wise," which aligns with the description of "Harvesp-Agahi" as one of Ahura
Mazda's prominent attributes, meaning the Absolute Knower. Some scholars,
however, have translated it as "wearing a buckskin," which could be interpreted as
a symbol of donning a Sufi robe under the guidance of his enlightened elder,
Shahrasp. Therefore, this emergence of mysticism and spiritual journey during his
reign indicates that he is the embodiment of " Dae-be-den".

Jamshid: Embodiment of Ahura Mazda's Mercy

According to the ZamyadYasht, Jamshid is the third king endowed with Kavyan
Glory, who rules over the seven climes. The Shahnameh mentions his seven
civilization-building inventions and actions, and this evidence suggests that he is
the manifestation of Ahura Mazda's name as the Creator(Dae) and Jamshid's close
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association with the Mehr has led to his being called the embodiment of Mehr Izad
(Mithra in Avestan and MiBra in Old Persian). According to the second Vendidad,
Jamshid expanded the earth three times and took actions such as building the Var
of Jamshid and preserving the species of life, all of which testify to the fact that his
reign is a manifestation of his attribute of " Dae-be-Mehr".

Furthermore, in historical sources, we find Jamshid, the owner of fine flocks, with a
shepherd's staff and in the guise of a good shepherd, responsible for the
upbringing and elevation of souls, all of which point to mercy.
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