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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the unique status of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, famously known as "Al-Shaykh al-Akbar" (The
Greatest Master), within the intellectual and Sufi mystical landscape of Iran, with a particular focus on the
contemporary era. [bn Arabi has been the most influential Sufi mystic in the Islamic world, and specifically in Iran; his
works have transcended the intellectual boundaries of numerous thinkers, profoundly impacting philosophers,
theologians, and jurists alike. Consequently, while one group has elevated his stature to the title of "Muhyiddin" (The
Reviver of Faith), another group has accused him of error and even heresy, dubbing him "Mumit al-Din" (The
Destroyer of Faith).

The widespread reception of Ibn Arabi in Iran is best understood in comparison to his compatriot and
contemporary, Ibn Rushd (Averroes). While Ibn Rushd’s Aristotelian rationalism took root in the Islamic West
(Andalusia) and served as a precursor to Western modernity, it was Ibn Arabi’s Sufi mystical-intuitive thought
that resonated in Iran, intertwining with Shi'a traditions and Sadracan philosophy. Renowned commentators
such as Sayyid Haydar Amuli and Shah Nimatullah Wali sought to demonstrate-and even expand upon-the
compatibility of his core doctrines (such as the Unity of Being and the Perfect Man) with Shi'a esoteric
teachings.

Furthermore, this article addresses the critiques and challenges surrounding Ibn Arabi, which are classified into
four general categories: 1) Religious critiques (concerning issues like the Unity of Being and Pharaoh’s faith at the
time of death); 2) Shi'a theological and jurisprudential critiques (theologically regarding the infallibility of prophets
and perceived anti-Shi'a sentiments, and jurisprudentially concerning issues like takattuf-folding hands-in prayer);
3) Modern intellectual and literary critiques (such as accusations of plagiarism, linguistic ambiguity, and
phantasmagoric speculation); and 4) Political critiques (the so- called link between his doctrine of Wilayah and the
contemporary theory of Wilayat-e Faqih). The third and fourth categories, which are largely modern and specific
to contemporary Iran, constitute the primary focus of this article’s analysis and critique.

Ultimately, the author emphasizes that understanding Ibn Arabi necessitates an acquaintance with his internal logic
and symbolic mystical language, as well as an "inner dialogue" with him. Ibn Arabi’s views and expressive style
cannot be judged or measured through the lens of modern thought; indeed, his perspective on language is
fundamentally opposed to that of analytic philosophers. In any event, Ibn Arabi is not merely a historical figure;
his presence in contemporary Iranian literature, art, philosophy, and even politics remains vibrant and
provocatively challenging.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi: Commentators and Critics, Mysticism and Analytic Philosophy, Literary and Political
Critique of his Works, Ibn Arabi and Persian Literature, Sympathetic Dialogue (Inner Resonance) with Ibn
Arabi.
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Extended Abstract

Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi: His Status and Significance in Iran

Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi is undeniably the most influential mystic Sufi in the Islamic world,

and particularly in Iran, having remained a subject of both profound acceptance and

fierce rejection by Muslim scholars (Ulama). This dialectic is reflected in the
contradictory titles bestowed upon him, ranging from "Al-Shaykh al-Akbar" (The Greatest

Master)—signifying his supreme status among his disciples—to "Mumit al-Din" (The

Destroyer of Faith), a term used by jurists (Fuqaha) and theologians to express their

vehement opposition to his views.

Despite being a native of Andalusia in the western Islamic world, Ibn Arabi attained an

eminent position in Iran. In this regard, a comparison between the intellectual

trajectories of Ibn Arabi and Ibn Rushd (Averroes) is noteworthy. Ibn Rushd represented

Aristotelian rationalism; while his influence on European philosophy and religion led to

the school of "Latin Averroism" and ultimately served as a precursor to Western

modernity, he was not welcomed by any Iranian philosopher—not even Mulla Sadra.

Conversely, Ibn Arabi, through his mystical approach, permeated the hearts and minds of

Iranian Sufi masters and philosophers. This influence was so profound that out of

approximately 130 commentaries written on his magnum opus, Fusus al-Hikam, a

significant portion—around 40—was authored by Iranian scholars.

Another facet of his significance lies in his impact on the elucidation of Shi'a esoteric

teachings. Sufi mystics such as Sayyid Haydar Amuli and Shah Nimatullah Wali

endeavored to demonstrate that the reality of Sufism is identical to that of Shi'ism,
arguing that shared concepts such as the "Perfect Man" and "Walayah" (Divine

Guardianship) can only be truly comprehended through mystical works. Philosophically,

the great Iranian thinker Mulla Sadra was profoundly influenced by Ibn Arabi’s mystical

system while formulating his "Transcendent Theosophy" (al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah).

Furthermore, Ibn Arabi's influence on the evolution of Sufi Persian literature and the

emergence of a specific, novel style of Persian mystical prose is undeniable.

Nevertheless, due to this pervasive intellectual influence, Ibn Arabi’s views and works

have faced severe assaults from both Sunni and Shi'a exoteric scholars. These critiques

can be broadly categorized into four types:

1. Religious and Dogmatic Critiques: Issues such as the "Unity of Being" (Wahdat al-Wujud), the
salvation of Pharaoh at the moment of death, and the transcendent unity of religions.

2. Sectarian (Shi'a) Critiques: Issues concerning the Prophetic succession, the infallibility of certain
prophets, and jurisprudential discrepancies (such as the permissibility of takattuf-folding
hands-during prayer).

3. Literary and Intellectual Critiques: In contemporary Iran, some academic scholars employing
"historical criticism" have accused him of uncredited adaptation (plagiarism) from works like
Al-Ghazali’s Thya 'Ulum al-Din. Others, operating within the framework of analytic philosophy,
label his mystical language as vague and mysterious, while some argue that his teachings—
unlike those of the early Sufi masters—create a barrier to connecting with the general public.

4. Political Critiques: Within the Iranian political sphere, some critical intellectuals believe the
roots of the theory of "Wilayat-e Fagih" (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist) should be traced back
to Ibn Arabi’s doctrine of "Walayah," arguing that this theory has hindered the realization of
true democracy in Iran.

This article examines and evaluates the last two aforementioned criticisms within the context

of contemporary Iran, seeking to demonstrate the unjustifiable nature of these objections and

the context of their emergence. Most significantly, it highlights the fundamental difference
between Ibn Arabi's "allusive and symbolic" language and the definition of language within
analytic philosophy. While analytic philosophy seeks clarity and precise definitions of terms,

Ibn Arabi utilizes a language of "allusion" (isharah) and "hermeneutics" (ta'wil). From his

perspective, words are manifestations of existential realities.

A related theme is the distinct mystical style of Ibn Arabi’s works, which translate the

spiritual realizations he attained on the path of knowledge. It is unjustified to judge the

status and mysticism of such figures through the lens of literary formalism. Therefore, his
spiritual path cannot be equated with the "path of love" associated with Rumi. Although the
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passionate, poetic style of Rumi differs from the technical, prose-heavy style of Ibn Arabi,
many Sufi themes in the Mathnawi are essentially the same thoughts articulated by the
Greatest Master. This is exemplified by Fakhr al-Din Iraqi, who, under the influence of Fusus
al-Hikam, expressed these doctrines in the passionate Persian language of his Lama’at.

The article concludes that Ibn Arabi cannot be judged by the literary, analytical,
historical, or political standards dominant in modern thought. He established an Sufi
intellectual system that makes it impossible to ignore his works within Iranian mysticism,
culture, art, and literature. The new academic waves of opposition to him in Iran are
themselves evidence of the vitality and unparalleled significance of his ideas. To
understand him, one must return to his Sufi mystical foundations and judge him
accordingly. Anyway, one must not forget that Ibn Arabi is an essential and inseparable
part of the intellectual and Sufi mystical identity of contemporary Iran.
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2. analytic philosophy
3. continental philosophy
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10. logical positivism
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