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Editor's Note

In the name of Him who taught the soul wisdom,
And kindled the lamp of the heart with the light of the spirit.

The collection of articles presented in this issue of Javidan Kherad (Perennial
Philosophy) is a special number dedicated to Ibn Arabi. It comprises a selection of papers
presented at the international conference titled “Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi: His Legacy and Its
Significance in the Contemporary World,” which was held over two days on December
11 and 12, 2023 (20-21 Azar 1402 A.H.S.) at the Iranian Institute of Philosophy. The
event was conducted both in person and virtually, featuring presentations in Persian,
English, and Arabic.

The proposal to organize a conference on Ibn Arabi and his legacy was first introduced
in 2021 (1400 A.H.S.). From the outset, a scientific and executive committee was
formed, including esteemed professors from both Iranian and international universities.
However, due to various fluctuations and challenges, the event was delayed and
eventually realized in 2023. During this interval, four educational workshops related to
the conference themes-ranging from approximately three to thirty sessions each-were
held under the instruction of Dr. Reza Feyz, Dr. Babak Alikhani, and Dr. Esmail
Radpour, alongside several book review and critique sessions.

Following the announcement and the public call for papers, numerous abstracts
exploring different facets of Ibn Arabi’s teachings and legacy were received from within
the country and abroad. After a final review and approval process by the scientific
referees, a number of these were selected for oral presentation and delivered during the
various morning and afternoon sessions of the conference.

Subsequently, it was decided that an issue of Javidan Kherad be dedicated to
publishing a selection of the conference papers. Consequently, speakers and authors were
invited to submit their manuscripts as full research articles in accordance with the
journal’s editorial guidelines. Unfortunately, due to the tight deadline, only a portion of
the selected authors were able to respond to this request; thus, it was not possible to
include all the valuable papers from the conference in this current issue. We hope that the
remaining papers will be published in future editions of the journal.

In conclusion, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the conference
organizers and all the colleagues and friends who assisted in the preparation and
publication of this issue of Javidan Kherad.
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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the unique status of Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, famously known as "Al-Shaykh al-Akbar" (The
Greatest Master), within the intellectual and Sufi mystical landscape of Iran, with a particular focus on the
contemporary era. Ibn Arabi has been the most influential Sufi mystic in the Islamic world, and specifically in Iran; his
works have transcended the intellectual boundaries of numerous thinkers, profoundly impacting philosophers,
theologians, and jurists alike. Consequently, while one group has elevated his stature to the title of "Muhyiddin" (The
Reviver of Faith), another group has accused him of error and even heresy, dubbing him "Mumit al-Din" (The
Destroyer of Faith).

The widespread reception of Ibn Arabi in Iran is best understood in comparison to his compatriot and
contemporary, Ibn Rushd (Averroes). While Ibn Rushd’s Aristotelian rationalism took root in the Islamic West
(Andalusia) and served as a precursor to Western modernity, it was Ibn Arabi’s Sufi mystical-intuitive thought
that resonated in Iran, intertwining with Shi'a traditions and Sadraean philosophy. Renowned commentators
such as Sayyid Haydar Amuli and Shah Nimatullah Wali sought to demonstrate-and even expand upon-the
compatibility of his core doctrines (such as the Unity of Being and the Perfect Man) with Shi'a esoteric
teachings.

Furthermore, this article addresses the critiques and challenges surrounding Ibn Arabi, which are classified into
four general categories: 1) Religious critiques (Concering issues like the Unity of Being and Pharaoh’s faith at the
time of death); 2) Shi'a theological and jurisprudential critiques (theologically regarding the infallibility of prophets
and perceived anti-Shi'a sentiments, and jurisprudentially concerning issues like takattuf-folding hands-in prayer);
3) Modern intellectual and literary critiques (such as accusations of plagiarism, linguistic ambiguity, and
phantasmagoric speculation); and 4) Political critiques (the so- called link between his doctrine of Wilayah and the
contemporary theory of Wilayat-e Fagih). The third and fourth categories, which are largely modern and specific
to contemporary Iran, constitute the primary focus of this article’s analysis and critique.

Ultimately, the author emphasizes that understanding Ibn Arabi necessitates an acquaintance with his internal logic
and symbolic mystical language, as well as an "inner dialogue" with him. Ibn Arabi’s views and expressive style
cannot be judged or measured through the lens of modern thought; indeed, his perspective on language is
fundamentally opposed to that of analytic philosophers. In any event, Ibn Arabi is not merely a historical figure;
his presence in contemporary Iranian literature, art, philosophy, and even politics remains vibrant and
provocatively challenging.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi: Commentators and Critics, Mysticism and Analytic Philosophy, Literary and Political
Critique of his Works, lbn Arabi and Persian Literature, Sympathetic Dialogue (Inner Resonance) with lbn
Arabi.
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Extended Abstract

Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi: His Status and Significance in Iran

Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi is undeniably the most influential mystic Sufi in the Islamic world,

and particularly in Iran, having remained a subject of both profound acceptance and

fierce rejection by Muslim scholars (Ulama). This dialectic is reflected in the
contradictory titles bestowed upon him, ranging from "Al-Shaykh al-Akbar" (The Greatest

Master)—signifying his supreme status among his disciples—to "Mumit al-Din" (The

Destroyer of Faith), a term used by jurists (Fuqaha) and theologians to express their

vehement opposition to his views.

Despite being a native of Andalusia in the western Islamic world, Ibn Arabi attained an

eminent position in Iran. In this regard, a comparison between the intellectual

trajectories of Ibn Arabi and Ibn Rushd (Averroes) is noteworthy. Ibn Rushd represented

Aristotelian rationalism; while his influence on European philosophy and religion led to

the school of "Latin Averroism" and ultimately served as a precursor to Western

modernity, he was not welcomed by any Iranian philosopher—not even Mulla Sadra.

Conversely, Ibn Arabi, through his mystical approach, permeated the hearts and minds of

Iranian Sufi masters and philosophers. This influence was so profound that out of

approximately 130 commentaries written on his magnum opus, Fusus al-Hikam, a

significant portion—around 40—was authored by Iranian scholars.

Another facet of his significance lies in his impact on the elucidation of Shi'a esoteric

teachings. Sufi mystics such as Sayyid Haydar Amuli and Shah Nimatullah Wali

endeavored to demonstrate that the reality of Sufism is identical to that of Shi'ism,
arguing that shared concepts such as the "Perfect Man" and "Walayah" (Divine

Guardianship) can only be truly comprehended through mystical works. Philosophically,

the great Iranian thinker Mulla Sadra was profoundly influenced by Ibn Arabi’s mystical

system while formulating his "Transcendent Theosophy" (al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah).

Furthermore, Ibn Arabi's influence on the evolution of Sufi Persian literature and the

emergence of a specific, novel style of Persian mystical prose is undeniable.

Nevertheless, due to this pervasive intellectual influence, Ibn Arabi’s views and works

have faced severe assaults from both Sunni and Shi'a exoteric scholars. These critiques

can be broadly categorized into four types:

1. Religious and Dogmatic Critiques: Issues such as the "Unity of Being" (Wahdat al-Wujud), the
salvation of Pharaoh at the moment of death, and the transcendent unity of religions.

2. Sectarian (Shi'a) Critiques: Issues concerning the Prophetic succession, the infallibility of certain
prophets, and jurisprudential discrepancies (such as the permissibility of takattuf-folding
hands-during prayer).

3. Literary and Intellectual Critiques: In contemporary Iran, some academic scholars employing
"historical criticism" have accused him of uncredited adaptation (plagiarism) from works like
Al-Ghazali’s Thya 'Ulum al-Din. Others, operating within the framework of analytic philosophy,
label his mystical language as vague and mysterious, while some argue that his teachings—
unlike those of the early Sufi masters—create a barrier to connecting with the general public.

4. Political Critiques: Within the Iranian political sphere, some critical intellectuals believe the
roots of the theory of "Wilayat-e Fagih" (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist) should be traced back
to Ibn Arabi’s doctrine of "Walayah," arguing that this theory has hindered the realization of
true democracy in Iran.

This article examines and evaluates the last two aforementioned criticisms within the context

of contemporary Iran, seeking to demonstrate the unjustifiable nature of these objections and

the context of their emergence. Most significantly, it highlights the fundamental difference
between Ibn Arabi's "allusive and symbolic" language and the definition of language within
analytic philosophy. While analytic philosophy seeks clarity and precise definitions of terms,

Ibn Arabi utilizes a language of "allusion" (isharah) and "hermeneutics" (ta'wil). From his

perspective, words are manifestations of existential realities.

A related theme is the distinct mystical style of Ibn Arabi’s works, which translate the

spiritual realizations he attained on the path of knowledge. It is unjustified to judge the

status and mysticism of such figures through the lens of literary formalism. Therefore, his
spiritual path cannot be equated with the "path of love" associated with Rumi. Although the
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passionate, poetic style of Rumi differs from the technical, prose-heavy style of Ibn Arabi,
many Sufi themes in the Mathnawi are essentially the same thoughts articulated by the
Greatest Master. This is exemplified by Fakhr al-Din Iraqi, who, under the influence of Fusus
al-Hikam, expressed these doctrines in the passionate Persian language of his Lama’at.

The article concludes that Ibn Arabi cannot be judged by the literary, analytical,
historical, or political standards dominant in modern thought. He established an Sufi
intellectual system that makes it impossible to ignore his works within Iranian mysticism,
culture, art, and literature. The new academic waves of opposition to him in Iran are
themselves evidence of the vitality and unparalleled significance of his ideas. To
understand him, one must return to his Sufi mystical foundations and judge him
accordingly. Anyway, one must not forget that Ibn Arabi is an essential and inseparable
part of the intellectual and Sufi mystical identity of contemporary Iran.
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ABSTRACT

The fundamental foundation of the theoretical mysticism of lbn 'Arabi and his followers is the
doctrine of "Unity of Existence” (Wahdat al-Wujtad), or more precisely, "Unity of the Existent."
This viewpoint entails certain implications and consequences. According to Ibn 'Arabi and the
adherents of his school, one of these is the compulsion (determinism) of human beings and the
negation of their free will. Another is a specific interpretation of “the Unity of Acts" (Tawhid al-
Afal). A further consequence of the doctrine of the "Unity of the Existent" is that, since no existent
other than God exists, there is essentially no human (or any other being) as an "other than God" to
be described as compelled or free. In other words, the discussion of whether humans are
compelled, free, or delegated (mufawwad) falls under the category of "negative propositions due to
the non-existence of the subject".

The present article explains, analyzes, and evaluates these theories. By citing Ibn "Arabi's explicit
statements and those of his proponents and commentators regarding these implications and
consequences, it demonstrates that "human free will"* has no place in his system of theoretical
mysticism. His school is an instance of the "moderate determinism of the Ash'arites," indeed of the
"absolute determinism of the Jahmiyya"—theories that are incompatible with humans' immediate,
direct knowledge (knowledge by presence) of themselves and their states, as well as with reason,
innate human nature (fitrah), and conscience. Furthermore, Ibn ‘Arabi's school regarding
determinism and free will—whether in terms of its instrumentalist view of humans (in his
interpretation of the Unity of Acts) or its treatment of "determinism,” "delegation,” and "free will"
as negative propositions due to the non-existence of their subject (in his doctrine of the "Unity of
the Existent'}—contradicts the clear text of countless Qur'anic verses and hadiths.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of determinism (jabr) and free will (ikhtiyar) is one of the most
important and challenging topics in religion, philosophy, theology (kalam), and
mysticism. Some consider it the first and one of the most significant issues that
gave rise to the discipline of kalam. This problem has remained a subject of
debate in all human and religious schools of thought to this day. Among the
controversial positions on this matter is that of Muslim mystics, foremost among
them Muhyt al-Din Ibn 'Arabi (560-638 AH), who is regarded as the most
renowned Muslim mystic and the founder of theoretical mysticism based on the
doctrine of "Unity of Existence" (Wahdat al-Wujid). For this reason, he is called
the "Father of Mysticism" (Aba al-'Irfan), and he was the first to coin the term
"Unity of Existence" in the sense that will be explained.

Naturally, Ibn 'Arabi's doctrine of "Unity of Existence"—for which a more precise
and accurate term would be "Unity of the Existent" (Wahdat al-Mawjid)—has not
remained silent on the issue of determinism and free will but has taken a definite
stance. This article is dedicated to presenting, critiquing, and examining his
views and those of his sympathizers and researchers within his school on this
issue, though only from some, not all, aspects. For a comprehensive explanation,
analysis, and examination of Ibn 'Arabi's school on the topics of determinism
(jabr), delegation (tafwid), and free will (ikhtiyar) and their foundations in his
theoretical mysticism would require a detailed, book-length study, as these
matters have numerous diverse dimensions that cannot be covered in one or
even several articles .

Furthermore, this article will not examine or evaluate the foundations of the
aforementioned three topics, namely the doctrines of "Unity of Existence" (or
Unity of the Existent) and "manifestation" (tajalli), as addressing these also
requires an independent and detailed study beyond the scope of the present
article. In other words, we will neither affirm nor deny these doctrines; we will
only examine their implications and consequences, and only as they relate to the
issue of determinism and free will.

Moreover, in Ibn 'Arabi's school, there are other foundations relevant to
determinism and free will, such as the doctrine of "fixed entities" (a'yan thabita).
However, due to space limitations, we cannot explain this doctrine and its
implications for the subject at hand, as it too requires an independent study.

A final point: nearly all Muslim proponents of determinism—such as the
Ash'arites, the Jahmiyya, and some mystics and philosophers—frequently cite
verses and hadiths whose literal sense attributes human action to God and
suggests divine compulsion in support of their views. Unfortunately, the space
limitations of this article do not permit us to explain, critique, and examine their
interpretation of these revealed texts. Therefore, except for one important case
that we will mention, this must be left for another study.

Now we turn to the specific subject of this article: explaining the foundation of
the theoretical mysticism of Ibn 'Arabi's school—namely, the doctrines of "Unity
of Existence" and "manifestation" (tajall)—and one of their important
implications, i.e., his school's distinctive interpretation of the "Unity of Acts"
(Tawhid al-Af'al), and their relationship to the issue of determinism and free will.
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ABSTRACT

This study, drawing on original mystical and theological texts, examines Ibn Arabi’s perspective
on the issue of predestination (jabr) and free will (ikhtiyar) and compares it with the view of the
Ash‘arites. Findings indicate that Islamic mysticism (‘irfan), based on its mystical foundations,
offers a distinct analysis of the issue of predestination and free will, which cannot be found within
any of the prevalent theological schools such as the Ash‘arites and Mu‘tazilites. By critiquing the
Ash‘arite theory of acquisition (kasb), Ibn Arabi demonstrates the independence of mysticism from
Ash‘arism. He also considers the Mu‘tazilite theory of delegation (tafwid) to be incorrect.
Ultimately, he presents the theory of ‘amr bayn al-amrayn’ (a matter between two matters) through
a mystical interpretation. According to this, human action possesses two aspects: existential
(wujtdi) and determinative (ta‘yini), and is simultaneously ascribed to God (in terms of existence)
and to the human (in terms of determination). Thus, lbn Arabi resolves the issue of predestination

and free will without leaning towards absolute predestination or absolute delegation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Within the realm of Islamic thought, the issue of predestination and free will is
one of the most fundamental and challenging theological, philosophical, and
mystical discussions. This issue is not confined merely to the domain of abstract
theorizing and has fateful consequences in the spheres of faith, morality, and the
spiritual path of the individual. In the tradition of Islamic theology, the
Ash‘arites, by centering the oneness of divine acts (tawhid al-af‘al), have inclined
towards a form of determinism, while the Mu‘tazilites, emphasizing divine
justice, have allowed for a broad scope for human free will and action. Imami
theologians have also transcended this dichotomy by proposing the theory of
‘amr bayn al-amrayn.’

Islamic mysticism, however, with its distinct foundations and premises, adopts a
different approach to this issue. Nevertheless, sometimes due to an incomplete
understanding of mysticism or viewing it from a non-mystical perspective, this
approach is measured against theological frameworks, and the resulting
conclusions are attributed to the mystics. In this theology-centric view,
mysticism is often analyzed and evaluated with an Ash‘arite background, and
mystics are considered followers of the Ash‘arites. Whereas neither does
mysticism accept such a connection and influence from theology, nor do the
mystics themselves believe in such a background or linkage. They consider
themselves independent in providing any theory, including the issue of
predestination and free will.

This study, employing a comparative-analytical method, seeks to compare Ibn
Arabi's mystical view on the issue of predestination and free will with the
Ash‘arite theory of ‘kasb’ and reveal the fundamental distinctions between these
two approaches. The aim is to show that Ibn Arabi is not only not a follower of
theological schools (especially Ash‘arism), but by transcending the Ash‘arite-
Mu‘tazilite dichotomies, he redefines and resolves the issue in light of his own
specific principles. Accordingly, he deems the Ash‘arite ‘kasb’ and the Mu‘tazilite
‘tafwid’ incorrect and himself adheres to a third position (amr bayn al-amrayn).
Numerous studies have examined Ibn Arabi's views thus far, but few have relied
on his coherent intellectual system, and a systematic comparison between his
view and the Ash‘arite theory of ‘kasb’ has not been conducted. This research gap
has impacted both the understanding of the epistemological distinctions between
mysticism and theology and the precise explanation of Ibn Arabi's position
regarding human free will. Therefore, a comparative examination of this view,
based on mystical and theological foundations, is considered a scientific and
necessary research. In the course of the present study, by analyzing Ibn Arabi's
viewpoint, an attempt is made to answer the following questions :

On which overarching mystical principles is Ibn Arabi's theory of predestination
and free will based? What fundamental differences does this theory have with the
Ash‘arite theory of ‘kasb’? How does Ibn Arabi, relying on his mystical principles,



Ibn Arabi and the Ash‘arites: The Issue of Predestination and Free Will | 67

present the theory of ‘amr bayn al-amrayn’ as an alternative to absolute
predestination and absolute delegation?

The following responses can be considered for the aforementioned questions:

Ibn al-‘ArabT’s theory of predestination and free will is built upon the mystical
foundations of "the creation of humankind in the image of the Real (al-Haqq),"
"the dependency of knowledge on the known object," "the perpetual renewal of
similitudes (tajaddud al-amthal)," "the personal unity of existence (wahdat
shakhsiyyat al-wujad)," and "the particular aspect (al-wajh al-khas)." This theory
differs fundamentally from the theory of acquisition (kasb) in matters concerning
innate human will, the influence of divine power on acts, the dual-aspect nature
of acts, and divine agency within creaturely agency. By rejecting both absolute
determinism (jabr mutlaq) and absolute delegation (tafwid mutlaq), Ibn al-‘Arabi
regards both God (al-Haqq) and the servant (al-‘abd) as simultaneous agents of
the act, with each influencing the act in a distinct respect—existential (wujadi)
and determinate (ta'yini).
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ABSTRACT

The issue of ontology and explanation of the structure of manifestation in the two mystical
traditions of Islam and Qabalite is considered one of the most fundamental axes in mystical
thought; however, the “tree” as a symbol of the perception of existence has not yet found its
systematic place in comparative studies, and its connection between Ibn Arabi’s “Tree of the
Universe” and the Sefirot of the Zohar has been less analyzed.

The present study, with a structural comparative hermeneutic approach, examines the conceptual
network of “Sprout”, “Muhammadian Truth” and “Ain-Suf” in order to recognize the logic of the
flow of existence and the relationship between the part and the whole in the two mystical systems.
The research method is based on an interpretive reading in the horizon of the structure of
manifestation as a model of the birth of existence from unity.

The findings of the research show that although both systems consider existence as a living and
unique whole, the difference in the organization of benefits, the position of man, and the direction of
the movement of manifestation leads to the formation of two different logics of “existential
monotheism.” In this framework, it can be said that Ibn Arabi’s tree and the Zohar tree are two
complementary forms of the birth of existence: one on the path of the descent of truth and the other on
the path of man’s ascension; and both are linguistic reflections of a single relationship between
divinity and humanity.

The main achievement of the research seems to be the delineation of a philosophical model for
understanding the “tree of existence” as the common language of Abrahamic mysticism; a model
that can provide a new theoretical basis for interreligious dialogue and a reinterpretation of the
concept of manifestation in monotheistic traditions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of ontology and explanation of the structure of manifestation in the
two mystical traditions of Islam and Kabbalah is one of the most fundamental
axes of mystical thought; however, the “tree” as a symbolic model of the
perception of existence has not yet found its systematic place in comparative
readings, and its relations between Ibn Arabi’s Shajar al-Kun and the Sefirot of
the Zohar have not been properly analyzed.

The present study, with a structural comparative hermeneutics approach, analyzes
for the first time the conceptual network of “Sprouter”, “Muhammadian Truth”
and “Ainsuf” in order to reconstruct the logic of the flow of existence and the
relationship between the part and the whole in the two mystical trees. The
research method is based on a comparative reading of the structure of
manifestation as a model of the birth of existence from unity.

The findings show that although both systems consider existence as a living and
unified whole, the difference in the organization of the Faizan, the position of man,
and the orientation of manifestation creates two distinct logics of “existential
monotheism.” Accordingly, Ibn Arabi’s tree and the Zohar tree are two
complementary forms of “the birth of existence from unity” and two different
languages for expressing a single relation: one on the horizon of the descent of
truth, the other on the horizon of the ascension of man.

The main achievement of the research is the presentation of a new model for
understanding the tree of existence as the common language of Abrahamic
mysticism; a model that can be a new theoretical basis for interreligious dialogue
and a philosophical reinterpretation of the concept of manifestation in
monotheistic traditions.

The issue of ontology and explanation of the structure of manifestation in the two
mystical traditions of Islam and Kabbalah is one of the most fundamental axes of
mystical thought; however, the “tree” as a symbolic model of the perception of
existence has not yet found its systematic place in comparative readings, and its
relations between Ibn Arabi’s Shajar al-Kun and the Sefirot of the Zohar have not
been properly analyzed.

The present study, with a structural comparative hermeneutics approach, analyzes
for the first time the conceptual network of “Sprouter”, “Muhammadian Truth”
and “Ainsuf” in order to reconstruct the logic of the flow of existence and the
relationship between the part and the whole in the two mystical trees. The
research method is based on a comparative reading of the structure of
manifestation as a model of the birth of existence from unity.

The findings show that although both systems consider existence as a living and
unified whole, the difference in the organization of the Faizan, the position of man,
and the orientation of manifestation creates two distinct logics of “existential
monotheism.” Accordingly, Ibn Arabi’s tree and the Zohar tree are two
complementary forms of “the birth of existence from unity” and two different
languages for expressing a single relation: one on the horizon of the descent of
truth, the other on the horizon of the ascension of man.

The main achievement of the research is the presentation of a new model for
understanding the tree of existence as the common language of Abrahamic
mysticism; a model that can be a new theoretical basis for interreligious dialogue
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and a philosophical reinterpretation of the concept of manifestation in
monotheistic traditions.

The issue of ontology and explanation of the structure of manifestation in the two
mystical traditions of Islam and Kabbalah is one of the most fundamental axes of
mystical thought; however, the “tree” as a symbolic model of the perception of
existence has not yet found its systematic place in comparative readings, and its
relations between Ibn Arabi’s Shajar al-Kun and the Sefirot of the Zohar have not
been properly analyzed.

The present study, with a structural comparative hermeneutics approach, analyzes
for the first time the conceptual network of “Sprouter”, “Muhammadian Truth”
and “Ainsuf” in order to reconstruct the logic of the flow of existence and the
relationship between the part and the whole in the two mystical trees. The
research method is based on a comparative reading of the structure of
manifestation as a model of the birth of existence from unity.

The findings show that although both systems consider existence as a living and
unified whole, the difference in the organization of the Faizan, the position of man,
and the orientation of manifestation creates two distinct logics of “existential
monotheism.” Accordingly, Ibn Arabi’s tree and the Zohar tree are two
complementary forms of “the birth of existence from unity” and two different
languages for expressing a single relation: one on the horizon of the descent of
truth.
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ABSTRACT

The painting of the splitting of the moon by the Prophet of Islam (PBUH), which is a folio from the
Safavid Falnama of Shah Tahmasp (1550) and is currently preserved in the Dresden Library in
Germany, is among the prominent examples of Iranian painting that, due to its distinctive
chromatic, visual, and numerical symbols, holds an important position in the aesthetic and
interpretive reading of Islamic art. This study, conducted through a qualitative and descriptive-
analytical method and based on library data, seeks to examine the aesthetic structures of Ibn
Arabi’s teachings and their reflection in this painting. The semantic connection between the Perfect
Human and mirrorhood, the affinity of the concept of the mirror with the moon, the reflection of
the meaning of Divine guardianship (wilaya) in the full moon, the feminine face of the moon and
the Divine Beauty (jamal) aspect of creation, the concept of the equator line and symmetry in
Hurufi teachings, the reflection of the dialectic of Divine Beauty (jamal) and Divine Majesty
(jalal), transcendence and similitude, the symbolism of the numbers 40, 50, 28, and 14, and
symmetry in the human face of the moon as an aesthetic foundation are among the findings of this

interpretation.

Keywords: Persian painting, Tahmasbi's Falnama, the Splitting of the Moon, Ibn Arabi,
Hermeneutics, Human, The Moon, mirror.
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Extended Abstract

The painting of the splitting of the moon by the Prophet of Islam (PBUH), which
is a folio from the Tahmasbi Falnama (1550) and is currently preserved in the
Dresden Library in Germany, contains distinctive chromatic, pictorial, and
numerical symbols that render the reading of the hidden meanings of this
painting worthy of inquiry. The event of the Splitting of the Moon, beyond being
an occurrence and narrative within religious contexts, has been expressed
through diverse hermeneutical horizons and, in the view of many mystics, has
pointed toward hidden dimensions and latent orientations. Among them, Ibn
Arabi and adherents of his perspective, such as Rumi, Abd al-Rahman Jami, and
the Hurufis, contemplated it through profound, creative, and symbolic
perspectives. In this essay, we are by no means concerned with the scientific
validity or invalidity of that event. Rather, our perspective is hermeneutical, and
we seek to discover what hidden and secluded semantic layers reveal themselves
if this painting is viewed through the horizon of Ibn Arabi and his teachings.
Therefore, our perspective shall be transcendental and situated within the realm
of hermeneutic interpretation and imagination. This research, conducted
through a qualitative and descriptive-analytical method, seeks by means of
library data and through a hermeneutical approach to attain the aesthetic
infrastructures of Ibn Arabi’s teachings and the reflection of his perspective from
writings to paintings. In Ibn Arabi’s ontological perspective, the intermediate
world or the imaginal world possesses an exalted status. Imagination functions as
a bridge uniting the dualities of existence and nonexistence, the known and the
unknown, the negative and the positive, which are opposed to one another and
equally distant from each other. The significance and value of symbol and
hermeneutic interpretation in Ibn Arabi’s thought become manifest when he
regards the entirety of life as a dream, and since truths in dreams reveal
themselves symbolically, interpretation and translation become inevitable.
Within the sphere of Ibn Arabi’s thought, the dialectic of similarity and
incomparability, followed by beauty and majesty, constitute some of the most
important concepts. In the aforementioned painting, through the power of
imagination and the method of symbolism, a subtle perspective of similarity and
incomparability may be observed between the veiled visage of the Prophet
(PBUH) and the visage of the moon. Thus, the human being who in our real world
possesses a face becomes veiled, while the celestial body, the moon, which in our
world is faceless, acquires a human visage. It is as though the Prophet beholds his
own face in the mirror of the moon, and the moon reflects his countenance. In
the painting of the Splitting of the Moon, the concealed and veiled visage of the
Prophet signifies majesty and incomparability, whereas the anthropomorphic
visage of the moon evokes beauty and similarity. In Ibn Arabi’s teachings, the
concept of the Perfect Human becomes extensively developed and is intertwined
with the symbolism of the mirror, reflection, the heart, and the moon. If the sun
is regarded as the loftiest and most perfect symbol of luminosity and Ultimate
Reality, then the moon may be considered the finest symbol of the Perfect
Human. The moon is the successor of the sun within the darkness of the night,
and likewise the Perfect Human, through illumination by the Divine Essence,
enlightens the sensible and darkened world within the darkness of nature. Thus,
the moon is the existence of the Perfect Human and the vicegerent of the sun of
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Divine Ipseity. In Ibn Arabi’s language and thought, the reinterpretation of the
moon as the Perfect Human and the clarification of their formal and semantic
correspondences transcend mere similitude and metaphor, producing a form of
consubstantiality between them. This consubstantiality of the moon as the
Perfect Human is primarily grounded in the symbolic number 28. The number 14
corresponds to the isolated letters opening certain chapters of the Quran, and the
28 Arabic letters are likewise composed of 14 lunar and 14 solar letters. In the
painting under discussion, the bifurcated visage of the full moon is also
equivalent to 14 plus 14, wherein the first fourteen days, during which the moon
waxes, signify the Divine Name “The Manifest,” and the fourteen days during
which it wanes signify the Divine Name “The Hidden.” The symbol of the mirror
within the key terminology of Ibn Arabi’s teachings encompasses an extensive
domain of meanings and metaphors, such as existence and beings, perpetual
creation, reflection, symmetry, light, and radiance. The mirror is neither the
source of light nor the source of the image; rather, its sole function is the
reflection of the image of the object placed before it. In the painting as well, such
a reading becomes possible: the moon, or rather the mirror, reflects the visage of
the Prophet. The Prophet contemplates his own face in the moon. Here the moon
is a metaphor for the mirror and not merely a celestial body. Abd al-Rahman
Jami, in his hermeneutic interpretation of the Splitting of the Moon, employs the
mysteries of the science of letters and numerical symbolism. He considers the full
moon analogous to the circular letter Mim with the numerical value of 40, which
through the mediation of the Prophet becomes split and transformed into two
letters Nun. Since the numerical value of Nun is 50, the two Nuns equal 100.
Around the visage of the moon in the painting, the number of stars and luminous
celestial forms is precisely 40: namely, 20 stars and 20 luminous spheres in the
sky. The Hurufis likewise regard the concept of the equatorial line and symmetry
as among the most central aesthetic foundations of their intellectual system. In
addition to accepting this miracle, the Hurufis interpreted it with regard to the
world of the soul. The Prophet Muhammad perceived the equatorial line upon his
own countenance, and this mystery constitutes the event of the Splitting of the
Moon. Within this perspective, the anthropomorphic manifestation of the moon
forms the central problem of the painting, rather than merely the miraculous
splitting of the moon. Consequently, the aforementioned painting possesses
aesthetic, imaginal, and transhistorical dimensions more than it recounts an
event within the history of religion. The moon and its feminine visage display a
dimension of similarity, beauty, and the aesthetics of existence. The symbolic
relation between the concepts of the moon, reflection, and specularity, wherein
the Prophet beholds his veiled visage openly and manifestly, signifies the concept
of the Unity of Being within Ibn Arabi’s worldview. The concealment of the
Prophet’s visage, through the Divine Name “The Hidden,” is readable as a
perspective of incomparability and the dimension of majesty, while the
manifestation of the visage within the moon, through the Divine Name “The
Manifest,” is readable as a perspective of similarity and the dimension of beauty
within Ibn Arabi’s discourse. Likewise, the meaningful relation between the
Perfect Human and the symbol of the full moon manifested through the symbolic
numbers 14 and 28, the concept of the mirror and perpetual creation, the concept
of the equatorial line and the aesthetic principle of symmetry and perfection, and
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the numerical interpretation of the Hurufis through the use of the numerical
value of Nun, the crescent of the bifurcated moon equal to 50, in relation to the
Perfect Human, are among the most important meanings readable within this
painting.
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ABSTRACT

Sheikh Mohibbullah Allahabadi, also known as Sheikh Kabir, is one of the prominent promoters
and scholiast of the teachings of the great, Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi, in India. The core of Sheikh
Kabir's philosophy on the unity of existence can be traced in one of his briefs but remarkable
works, titled "Risalat al-Taswiya Bayn al-Ifada wa al-Qabul," he provided the earliest commentary
on it in Persian. Although this treatise triggered controversy within the academic, social, and
political milieu then existing it has survived in multitudinous copies, and the existence of various
commentaries and interpretations confirms its significance and impact. This study utilizes a
descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the "Risalat al-Taswiya" and other works of Sheikh
Mohibbullah, to categorize his views regarding the unity of existence, based on the intellectual
approach of 1bn Arabi. The findings reveal that from this treatise, eight essential concepts related to
the principle of wahdat al wojud can be extracted: the solarity of existence and its pervasiveness in
all forms and entities; the identity of the Necessary being with it's essence; intuitive and acquired
knowledge; the relationship between the Muhammadian spirit and Gabriel; the relationship
between the obligatory and the optional; perpetual creation; the reconciliation between the
beneficial existence and the contingent existence; and the emphasis of mystics on religious law and

tradition.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Muhibbullah b. Shaykh Mubariz b. Shaykh Pir, known as Shaykh Muhibb ullah
Allahabadi, is considered a descendant of Shaykh Fariduddin Ganj-i Shakar
(Shawkat Husayn, 1963, p. 10). He was born on the 2nd of Safar, 995 AH, in the
village of Sadrpur, near Khayrabad, in the Awadh region (Lucknow) (Alawl
Kakari, n.d., p. 55; Muhammad Baqir & Mandalal Pandi, 1983, pp. 13-15). The
beginning of his life coincided with the reign of Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar, the
great Mughal emperor, but the majority of his life spanned the eras of Jahangir
and his son Shah Jahan (d. 1068 AH). Of particular significance is the special
attention paid to the Shaykh by the Mughal prince Dara Shikdh (d. 1069 AH) and
the correspondence that took place between them (Muhibbullah, Makttbat, pp.
387-433). Shaykh Muhibbullah is primarily known by the titles "Shaykh-i Kabir"
(The Great Shaykh) and "Shaykh-i 'Ajam" (The Persian Shaykh). As the
biographical dictionary Tadhkirat al-‘Ulama’ al-Hind notes regarding him: "The
Shaykh’s investigations and meticulousness in the science of Sufism reached the
level of ijtihad; rather, it could be said that just as Shaykh Muhytuddin is called
Shaykh al-Akbar, this shaykh should be called Shaykh al-Kabir" (Rahman ‘Alj,
1961, p. 178).

His early education began in Sadrpur under his father and other local scholars.
Later, in 1014 AH in Lahore, he attended the lectures of Mulla ‘Abd al-Salam
Lahawri, a student of Mir Fath Allah Shirazi in India, where he acquired various
sciences and knowledges (Shawkat Husayn, 1963, p. 15). As the Shaykh himself
mentions in the introduction to his work Anfas al-Khawass, he experienced
profound spiritual transformations in Lahore. After returning to his homeland,
he spent some time in Ahmedabad and some time in Delhi before seeking esoteric
knowledge in the presence of Khwaja Abu Sa‘id Gangtihi (Muhibbullah, Anfas al-
Khawass, folio 3). Following a period of spiritual wayfaring (suliik) and receiving
the cloak of succession (khirqah-yi khilafat), he returned to Sadrpur with his
master’s permission. He soon left Sadrpur to settle permanently in Allahabad,
hence becoming known as Allahabadi. The Shaykh passed away on the 19th of
Rajab, 1057 AH, and was buried in that city (Muhammad Bagir, p. 19; Nizam al-
Din, 1999, p. 59).

Conclusion

During his residence in Sadrpur and Allahabad, the Shaykh produced numerous
works, written in Persian and Arabic. The major ones include: al-Mughalatat,
Tajliyah al-Fusts, Sharh Fushs (Persian), Mukhtasar Sharh Fusis (Persian),
Manazir Akhass al-Khawass, Anfas al-Khawass, Amalah al-Qulab, ‘Aqa’id al-
Khawass, Ghayat al-Ghayat, Tarjamat al-Kitab, Hashiyah al-Rutbah al-Rabi‘ah min
al-Maratib al-Arba‘ah, Risalah-yi Si Rukni (or Awrad Muhibbi), Risalah-yi Wujad-i
Mutlaq, Maratib al-Wujiid, Risalah-yi Sayr-i Ilahi, Risalah-yi ‘Inayat al-Ikhwan,
Risalah al-Taswiyah bayn al-Ifadah wa al-Qubl, Sharh Risalah Taswiyah, Risalah-
yi Muqaddimah al-Ma‘arif (known as Haft Ahkam), Risalah al-Tawhid, and a
collection of letters (Majmi‘ah-yi Makatib) (Alawi Kakari, p. 63).

Regarding the Shaykh’s affiliation with the Chishtt order, it should be noted that
the ChishtT order was the first major Sufi order established in India, playing a
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unique role in the country’s religious and cultural history until the 13th century
AH. According to the Tarikh-i Masha’ikh-i Chisht, the Chishti order is linked to
Chisht in Khurasan and Khwaja Aba Ishaq Shami (d. 329 AH). In India, Khwaja
Mu‘ln al-Din ChishtT (d. 636 AH) is recognized as the founder. His successors
included Khwaja Bakhtiyar Kaki (d. 602 AH) and then Baba Faridudin Ganj-i
Shakar (d. 663 AH). After Baba Farid, the Chisht order in India split into two
branches: the Nizamiyyah and the Sabiriyyah.

Shaykh Muhibbullah belongs to the Sabiriyyah branch, through ‘Ali Ahmad Sabiri
Kalyari. The successors of ‘Ali Ahmad Sabiri include Shams al-Din Turk (d. 718
AH), Shaykh Jalal al-Din Panipati (d. 723 AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq Radawli (d. 836
AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Quddiis Gangtihi (d. 944 AH), Shaykh Abt Sa‘id.

Gangtht (d. 1058 AH), and finally Shaykh Muhibb ullah Allahabadi (see
Allahabadi, 2016).

Research Necessity and Objectives

The personality and views of Shaykh Muhibb ullah merit investigation due to
both his unique mystical perspective and unwavering devotion to Muhyi al-Din
Ibn ‘Arabi, as well as his political influence and special status during his own
time. Understanding Shaykh Muhibb Allah and examining his works illuminates
the intellectual and social currents that dominated his era. The debate between
the two groups, the "Shuhtdiyyah" (Illuminationists) and the "Wujadiyyah"
(Existentialists), alongside prominent figures such as the famous mystic Miyan
Mir (957-1054 AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith Dihlaw1 (958-1052 AH),
Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (971-1034 AH), Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rashid Jan-pari (1000-
1083 AH), and Mulla Mahmad Jan-pari (973-1029 AH), further underscores the
importance of such studies.

Research Background (Literature Review The thought and works of Shaykh
Muhibb Allah have not been extensively scrutinized by researchers in Iran. The
only independent work on his ideas in Iran is a study resulting from an
examination of the original text of Risalah al-Taswiyah bayn al-Ifadah wa al-
Qubil and its critical edition, previously published as a book by the present
author and now appearing as an article. Additionally, two articles have been
written on his Persian writing style in his Sharh Fusts al-Hikam, focusing
primarily on linguistic aspects rather than mystical analysis. Yasir Hujjat
Najafabadi, Mehrad Chatra'i, and Mahbtbah Khurasani (2019), in an article titled
"Introducing the Sharh Fusts al-Hikam of Muhibb Allah Allahabadi and
Examining its Obsolete Persian Words," analyzed the lexical and grammatical
aspects of his work. Another article by the same authors (2020), titled "An
Examination of the Educational Style and Correct Teaching Methods in the Sharh
Fustis al-Hikam of Muhibb Allah Allahabadi," explained his educational approach
in light of modern teaching theories.

References
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ABSTRACT

The theory of the Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil) constitutes one of the most fundamental
concepts in Ibn Arabi’s thought and has served as a cornerstone for the development of Arabic
mystical narratives. Examining literary works that engage with Ibn Arabi’s life and doctrines not
only reveals the narrative techniques employed to embed mystical concepts and Sufi teachings
within literary forms but also offers readers an accessible pathway to grasp abstract mystical ideas.
Accordingly, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate key tenets of the
Perfect Human theory-such as the descending and ascending arcs (qaws al-nuzal wa al-su‘td) and
the creative Feminine Principle (al-tanith al-khallaq)-as manifested in the novels Mount Qaf and
Small Death. The findings indicate that Mount Qaf portrays the Perfect Human through themes
such as the Divine Names and conceptual metaphors like the library and the descending arc. In
contrast, Small Death frames its narrative as the protagonist’s journey, depicting Ibn Arabi’s quest
to identify his spiritual supports (awtad) and his efforts to complete the ascending arc in order to
attain the station of the spiritual Pole (Qutb) .
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Arabic literature has long provided a fertile ground for the manifestation of the
ideas of the “Greatest Master,” Muhyi al-Din Ibn Arabi. Among its various forms,
Arabic novels have played a significant role in introducing the thought of this
foundational figure of Islamic mysticism to broader audiences by incorporating
elements of his theoretical framework. Creative imagination constitutes a shared
dimension between literature and Ibn Arabi’s mystical worldview, and it has
served as the underlying motif for many narratives associated with this
influential Islamic thinker. In addition, concepts such as the arc of descent and
the arc of ascent—both of which play a crucial role in structuring the doctrine of
the Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil) in Ibn Arabi’s thought—have appeared
prominently in mystical narratives, particularly in works that draw upon or
parallel the biographical trajectory of Ibn Arabi. The composition of the two
novels Mount Qaf & Small Death represents part of the efforts undertaken by
Arab writers to interpret and celebrate the intellectual and spiritual stature of
Ibn Arabi. The success of these novels in attracting readers is evident in the
literary recognition they have received. A Small Death, which won the 2017
International Prize for Arabic Fiction (Arabic Booker Prize), exemplifies the
growing interest among contemporary generations in understanding this
prominent figure and his intellectual legacy. Furthermore, Ibn Arabi’s ontological
discussions—particularly regarding creation and his perspective on women—
have drawn attention to the notion of creative femininity (al-tanith al-khallaq)
within literary discourse. The importance of engaging with Ibn Arabi’s ideas as a
major theorist of Islamic mysticism becomes more evident when considered
alongside the efforts of Western philosophers and scholars in fields such as
ontology, epistemology, and phenomenology—disciplines that likewise address
themes such as imagination, the nature of existence, and the problem of
knowledge and consciousness. Consequently, examining literary works that
reflect the life and theories of Ibn Arabi not only reveals the narrative techniques
through which mystical concepts and Sufi teachings are incorporated into
literary storytelling, but also offers an effective means for conveying the abstract
notions of mysticism to broader audiences. Accordingly, the present study adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach in order to examine teachings related to the
doctrine of the Perfect Human, the arcs of descent and ascent, and the concept of
creative femininity through an analysis of the two novels Mount Qaf & Small
Death.

Conclusion

Both Mount Qaf & Small Death chronicle the life of Ibn Arabi. However, a notable
distinction between these narratives lies in the authors' approach to the theory
of the Perfect Human. Given that this theory can be examined through both a
descending and an ascending arc, each novel focuses on a specific aspect. Mount
Qaf primarily addresses the descending arc of creation, while Small Death centers
on the ascending and developmental arc of humanity. In essence, these two
novels complement each other, collectively enabling the representation of the
cyclical system of human perfection as posited by the theory of the Perfect
Human.The authors of both novels portray Ibn Arabi as the protagonist—a hero
who embodies the Perfect Human, thereby illustrating the stages of this theory
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through the lens of his own life experiences. Both novels employ linguistic and
literary techniques, such as conceptual metaphor and the hero's journey, to
articulate mystical themes Mount Qaf, utilizing the conceptual metaphor «God's
Throne is a library», effectively frames concepts related to the creation of beings
and humanity through terms like «word, inkwell, pen, and tablet». Conversely,
Small Death, by emphasizing the narrative trope of the journey, portrays Ibn
Arabi as a hero who successfully achieves self-realization and spiritual perfection.
It is worth noting that the characteristic of creative femininity (al-tanith
al-khallaq) is manifested in the character of Nizam, the daughter of Shaykh Zahir
al-Isfahani, who facilitates Ibn Arabi's journey of self-discovery. Broadly,
contemporary literature and novels can serve as valuable platforms for
expressing and applying ancient mystical theories, including that of the Perfect
Human.
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ABSTRACT

This study explains why Ibn ‘Arabi employs diverse and sometimes apparently contradictory
expressions for the station of Ahadiyya (One-only-ness) and how this station relates to the level of
Uluhiyya (Divinity), a difficulty that has led to divergent interpretations among his commentators
regarding the place of Ahadiyya within the invisible realms of being. The main question is how Ibn
‘Arabi can, on the one hand, regard Ahadiyya as identical with the utterly transcendent Divine
Essence, beyond any relation to creation, and, on the other hand, speak of the first level of
manifestation in the realms of Ulthiyya and Rubibiyya (Lordship) under the same title, while still
preserving a coherent ontological system. The aim of the research is to offer a systematic rereading
of Ibn ‘Arabi’s works and their principal commentaries in order to clarify the relation between
Ahadiyya and Ulthiyya on both ontological and epistemological levels and to show the dual-
aspect structure of his view of the invisible realms. The study adopts a qualitative, document-based
approach, analyzing textual evidence from the Futtihat al-Makkiyya, Fusts al-Hikam, and related
treatises, together with major commentaries by Qunawi, Farghani, Qaysari, Kashani, Khwarazmi,
and others. The findings indicate that the distinctions among Ahadiyyat al-Dhat, Ahadiyyat al-
Uluhiyya, and Ahadiyyat al-Kathra arise from attributing both essential and creational aspects to
each level of being, and that many of the seemingly paradoxical statements in Ibn ‘Arabi’s writings
dissolve once this methodological duality is taken into account.

Keywords: Ibn ‘Arabi, One-only-ness of Divine Essence, One-only-ness of Divinity, One-only-
ness of Plurality.
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Extended Abstract

This study focuses on a re-examination and clarification of the place of Ahadiyya
(One-only-ness) within Ibn ‘ArabT’s ontological system and its relation to the level
of Ulthiyya (Divinity), a question that has long been controversial among
commentators due to Ibn ‘Arabl’s seemingly paradoxical statements about
Ahadiyya. On the one hand, he describes Ahadiyya as identical with the utterly
transcendent Divine Essence (al-Dhat), beyond all relations, attributes, and
determinations, and therefore completely removed from any form of
manifestation or cognition. In this sense, Ahadiyya is linked to expressions such
as absolute Haqiqa, Huwiyya (He-ness), the absolute Unseen, and the “darkness”
of the Essence. On the other hand, in numerous passages he speaks of the first
degree of manifestation in the realm of Ulithiyya and of the relation of Ahadiyya
to the Divine Names and Acts, employing terms such as Ahadiyyat al-Dhat,
Ahadiyyat al-UlGhiyya, and Ahadiyyat al-Kathra (One-only-ness of Multiplicity)
in connection with different levels of the invisible and visible worlds. This duality
on the surface of his formulations has led interpreters into two main camps:
those who posit a real ontological distinction between the station of the Essence
and the first determination of Ahadiyya, and those who regard Ahadiyya as
nothing other than the Essence itself, not a descending level beneath it.The
principal aim of the present research is to move beyond this apparent dichotomy
and to demonstrate that Ibn ‘Arabi’s diverse expressions concerning Ahadiyya
are not signs of theoretical incoherence, but rather the result of a deliberate two-
aspect approach to the levels of being. In this approach, each level is analyzed in
terms of its relation to the Essence (the essential aspect) and its relation to
creation (the creational aspect). On this basis, one subsidiary aim of the study is
to reconstruct the conceptual network surrounding Ahadiyya—including such
notions as Huwiyya, ‘Ama’ (the “Cloud”), Wahidiyya (All-in-one-ness as the realm
of Names), Rubibiyya (Lordship), and the Divine Names themselves—and to
articulate their inner relations within a coherent conceptual framework.
Through this reconstruction, the study seeks to locate the roots of Ibn ‘Arab1’s
apparent verbal contradictions at a deeper level in the logic of his twofold
perspective.Methodologically, the research is qualitative and relies on document-
based analysis. In the first stage, Ibn ‘Arabi’s principal works—especially the
Futihat al-Makkiyya, Fusiis al-Hikam, and relevant treatises—form the basis for
the extraction and classification of his usages of Ahadiyya, such as Ahadiyyat al-
Dhat, Ahadiyyat al-Ultihiyya, Ahadiyyat al-Kathra, ‘Ama’, and Huwiyya. In the
second stage, major commentaries and expositions from the Ibn ‘Arabi tradition
(including figures such as Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi, Sa'd al-Din al-Farghani, Dawid
al-Qaysari, ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Kashani, Khwarazmi, Jandi, Aba al-‘Ala’ “Afifi, and
others) are examined in order to gather and systematize their various
approaches to the relations among the Essence, Ahadiyya, Wahidiyya, and
Ulihiyya. In a further step, by means of conceptual content analysis, the study
attempts—through comparison between Ibn ‘Arabl’s own texts and these
interpretive traditions—to reconstruct the underlying pattern that Ibn ‘Arabi
presupposes when speaking of Ahadiyya.The findings suggest that the
distinctions among Ahadiyyat al-Dhat, Ahadiyyat al-Ulthiyya, and Ahadiyyat al-
Kathra are best understood as reflections of attributing both essential and
creational aspects to the levels of the invisible realms. In its essential aspect,
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Ahadiyya appears as a simple and absolute reality, parallel to the station of the
Essence and beyond all relation and correlation; manifestation and cognition are
therefore impossible at this level.

In its creational aspect, however, the same reality, in relation to the Divine
Names, Attributes, and Acts, appears within the modes of Ulihiyya and
Rubiibiyya as the locus of the pervasion of unity in multiplicity and multiplicity
in unity. From this perspective, many of Ibn ‘Arabi’s paradoxical statements,
when read within this twofold framework, no longer negate one another, but
rather articulate two different registers of discourse concerning a single
reality.The study concludes that, within the framework it proposes, Ahadiyya is
neither merely another name for the Essence nor only the first determination
after the Essence, but instead comprises multiple modes of the Presence of the
Essence in the invisible realms. In its relation to Ulthiyya, Ahadiyya thus opens a
new horizon for understanding Divine Unity, the relation between God and the
world, and the overall pattern of manifestation in Ibn ‘Arabi’s theoretical
mysticism.
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ABSTRACT

The problem of evil and suffering in Islamic mysticism has traditionally been addressed within
ontological and ethical frameworks. One of its less explored dimensions, however, is the
relationship between evil and femininity, and the role femininity plays in the formation of
structural gendered suffering. In a significant portion of the classical mystical tradition, particularly
in the works of figures such as al-Ghazali, Sana’1, ‘Attar, Jami, and Rami, femininity is frequently
associated with symbols such as the lower self (nafs), the world (dunya), desire, and temptation.
This symbolic language has contributed to the normalization of gender hierarchies and the
reproduction of structural forms of suffering. By contrast, the school of Ibn ‘Arabi, grounded in the
metaphysical doctrine of the Unity of Being (wahdat al-wujtid), conceptualizes femininity (ta nith)
not as a moral or symbolic category but as a fundamental ontological principle of manifestation.
Within this framework, the distinction between woman and man is understood as relative and
contingent upon degrees of manifestation rather than as rooted in the essence of the human being.
Employing an analytical-comparative approach, this study argues that much gendered suffering
results from a misunderstanding of femininity and its reduction to a hierarchical value system.
Reconsidering the ontology of femininity in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought offers an internal and
emancipatory basis for critiquing discriminatory structures and rearticulating the relationship
between evil, suffering, and gender justice.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of evil and suffering is one of the most fundamental issues in the
philosophy of religion and mysticism. It plays a decisive role in shaping human
understanding of being, goodness, perfection, and the path of spiritual wayfaring,
and it acquires meaning in relation to the ontological and anthropological
assumptions of different thinkers. The discussion of evil is not limited to a
theoretical inquiry into its origin or to the classical theological problem of
reconciling evil with the existence of God; rather, it involves questions
concerning different types of evil, the forms of suffering they generate, and the
possibilities of mitigating them. Contemporary philosophy has increasingly
drawn attention to forms of evil that are articulated through narratives, myths,
symbols, and meaning-making systems within religious and cultural traditions.
Through this process, such evils shape our perception of the world and of
ourselves. In other words, these are evils that emerge from linguistic, symbolic,
and social structures over the course of history (Ricoeur, 1967, pp. 6-19).

Within the Islamic mystical tradition, the problem of evil is likewise not confined
to natural or moral evils. Rather, it is closely intertwined with metaphors,
symbols, and cultural structures that constitute an essential part of mystics’
understanding of the human being and the world. One of the most complex and
yet neglected dimensions of this discourse is the relationship between evil,
suffering, and femininity in Islamic mysticism. An examination of classical
mystical texts reveals that femininity has often been defined through binary
oppositions such as reason/desire, perfection/deficiency, and agent/receptacle.
Over centuries, these symbolic patterns have gradually and institutionally
sedimented within religious and mystical culture (al-Ghazali, 1386, vol. 2; al-
Ghazali, 1383, vol. 1, p. 314; SanaT, 1383, p. 663; Jami, 1337, p. 330). Contemporary
philosophical and feminist analyses indicate that such symbolic constructions
can contribute to the production of structural evil—an evil that does not
originate in individual intention but rather arises from the normalization of
discrimination in language, narrative, and social institutions (Young, 2011, pp.
45-58; Butler, 2004, pp. 41-47; Arendt, 1963, pp. 276-296).

In contrast to this imaginal and symbolic framework, the school of Ibn ‘Arabi
offers a fundamentally different horizon. Drawing on his ontological vision, Ibn
‘Arabl understands femininity (tanith) not as a merely natural or biological
attribute but as an ontological principle. He argues that every locus of
manifestation is “feminine” insofar as it possesses receptivity, a quality that
bears no intrinsic relation to biological sex. Contemporary scholarship confirms
that in Ibn ‘ArabT’s system, femininity denotes an ontological capacity for
receiving divine manifestation rather than a biological or social characteristic.
Accordingly, woman and man are equal in their humanity, ontological capacity,
and potential for spiritual realization, and no apparent or historical difference
can serve as a basis for ontological valuation (Chittick, 2007, pp. 142-150; Murata,
1992, pp. 88-92).

Despite the importance of this issue, relatively few studies have systematically
examined the relationship between evil, suffering, and femininity in Islamic
mysticism or undertaken a comparative analysis with Ibn ‘ArabT’s ontological
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framework. This scholarly gap is largely due to the absence of a sustained
comparative engagement between Ibn ‘Arabi’s mystical metaphysics and
contemporary theories of structural evil and gendered suffering.

On this basis, the present study adopts a comparative approach to demonstrate
how symbolic representations of women in parts of the Islamic mystical tradition
have contributed to the production of gendered suffering, and how the ontology
of femininity in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought can provide an internal epistemic
foundation for critiquing these patterns and rethinking gendered suffering. The
methodology combines textual analysis of mystical sources with an examination
of symbolic structures, interpreted in light of contemporary theories of evil and
structural discrimination.

Accordingly, this introduction outlines the general framework of the study: it
elucidates the role of language, symbols, and mystical narratives in the formation
of gendered suffering; analyzes the emancipatory potential of Ibn ‘Arabi’s school
for reinterpreting femininity; and demonstrates that overcoming structural
gendered evil is possible only through the simultaneous reconstruction of
epistemic, symbolic, and social domains (Young, 2011, pp. 92-101) — a process that
finds ontological support in Ibn ‘Arabi's notion of femininity (Chittick, 2007, p. 145).

Conclusion

The present study, through a comparative examination of the problem of evil,
suffering, and femininity in the Islamic mystical tradition and in Ibn ‘ArabT’s
ontological framework, demonstrates that femininity in mysticism is not a
marginal ethical issue or a merely symbolic theme, but a fundamental question
situated at epistemological, ontological, and cultural levels. Analyzing three
principal layers of this issue—the classical mystical tradition, the school of Ibn
‘Arabi, and contemporary philosophical and feminist theories—the study reveals
that gendered suffering arises not primarily from the “essence” or “nature” of
woman, but from structural evil. This form of evil has sedimented within
language, narrative, metaphor, moral judgment, educational systems, and social
institutions, and has been reproduced quietly, continuously, and in normalized
ways over the course of centuries.

In the first part of the study, it became clear that many classical mystics,
including al-Ghazali, Sanal, and Jami, interpreted woman within binary
frameworks such as reason/desire, perfection/deficiency, and agent/receptacle.
Even when presented in the form of moral exhortation or mystical allegory, these
dualistic patterns gradually provided the epistemic, emotional, and cultural
foundations for gender discrimination. Such perspectives diminished women’s
spiritual and ontological dignity, restricted the understanding of humanity and
its existential possibilities, and contributed to the production of structural
suffering at individual, familial, and social levels. As Young, Butler, and Arendt
have shown, gendered suffering operates precisely through symbolic and
institutional structures that render discrimination “normal,” “necessary,” or
even “divinely ordained,” thereby implicating victims themselves in the
reproduction of evil.

In contrast to this dominant current, Ibn ‘ArabT’s epistemic-ontological system
offers an internal and critical horizon for reform. By elevating femininity
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(ta’nith) from the level of metaphor and ethics to that of an ontological principle,
Ibn ‘Arabi shows that femininity constitutes a fundamental mode of
manifestation rather than a psychological or merely social attribute. For him,
woman and man are equal at the level of ultimate reality, and their differences
are not essential but contingent upon bodily conditions, formative contexts, and
modes of manifestation. This conceptual shift has significant implications for the
problem of evil: evil is not an independent entity but a mode of privation and
deficiency in receptivity. Accordingly, attributing evil to the “essence” of woman
or to femininity as such is inaccurate and incompatible with the principles of
Islamic monotheism. In this way, Ibn ‘ArabT’s school provides a metaphysical
foundation for critiquing gendered structures and demonstrates that justice and
human flourishing are possible only when both poles of masculinity (tadhkir) and
femininity (ta'nith) are fully actualized within the human being.

The comparative dimension of the study further reveals significant convergences
between Ibn ‘Arabi’s mysticism and contemporary philosophical and feminist
approaches. Both emphasize that gender discrimination is structural rather than
essential. Language, symbols, and narratives play a fundamental role in
producing suffering, and the transformation of these structures requires a
combination of rational critique and the reconstruction of collective imagination.
Concepts such as justice as the dismantling of structural domination, gender
hegemony, and the normalization of evil provide analytical tools for identifying
the roots of discrimination, while Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought offers an ontological basis
for critiquing and overcoming them.

Based on this analysis, the study concludes that liberation from structural
gendered evil cannot be achieved solely through legal reforms or moral
prescriptions. Rather, it requires three interrelated transformations: epistemic
revision, involving the critique and reinterpretation of intellectual and mystical
frameworks that associate femininity with deficiency, desire, worldliness, or
passivity; symbolic-imaginal transformation, involving the reshaping of images,
metaphors, and narratives that portray women as obstacles, trials, or inferior
others; and institutional-social transformation, involving the reform of
educational, interpretive, religious, and cultural structures so that women are
recognized as bearers of full human and spiritual capacity and their participation
in scientific, social, and ethical spheres is regarded as self-evident rather than
exceptional.

These three levels—knowledge, imagination, and institution—can lead to genuine
reform only when they operate simultaneously and coherently, just as Ibn ‘Arabt
understands reason and imagination as complementary faculties in the path
toward knowledge and liberation. Looking ahead, this research opens avenues for
cross-cultural comparisons of femininity in other mystical traditions, for
applying the ontology of femininity to education and ethics, for analyzing the
psychological effects of this anthropology on experiences of suffering and hope,
and for examining representations of femininity in contemporary art and media.
Such studies may demonstrate how transformations at the ontological and
imaginal levels can lead to concrete changes in social structures and in the lived
experiences of women and men.

Ultimately, the Islamic mystical tradition—especially in Ibn ‘Arabi’s
interpretation—can shift from being part of the problem of structural evil to
becoming part of its solution. In this horizon, femininity is not a sign of
deficiency or temptation but a mode of manifestation and a condition for the
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possibility of disclosure, and humanity is defined not by the superiority of one
gender over another but by the harmony and flourishing of the two poles of
masculinity and femininity. On this basis, a mystical rethinking of femininity
emerges not merely as a theoretical project, but as a necessary step toward
realizing justice, safeguarding human dignity, and deepening a monotheistic
understanding of the world and the human being.
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ABSTRACT

The science of letters, known amongst Muslims as simiya, which pertains to metaphysical matters
and influences, differs from the science of letters of al-Sibawayh, Khalil ibn Ahmad, and Al-Farabi.
In the Akbarian school, this field of study was intellectually grounded in the thought of luminaries
such as Ikhwan al- Safa and Ibn Masarra of Andalusia, which later led to its evolution into a
structured ontological science. In using complex interpretative methods and intellectual and intuitive
judgements, Ibn Arabi brought forth remarkable innovations in the development and formation of the
science of letters. As he moved beyond talismans and the occult sciences such as jafr— which many
professed to its unique effects—Ibn Arabi’s focus on certain elements of the science of letters created
an outlook that distinguished him from his predecessors. His viewpoint on the science of letters
created a model which gave letters, images, and a unique effectivity. Ibn Arabi opened a path to the
understanding of the essential properties of letters, meaning and the meaning of meaning in the
‘meaning of letters’, the grouping and limitations of letters, and the supreme letters, all which were
significant contributions to a novel structure in the science of letters.

Ibn Arabi viewed letters as an ummah (body or nation of believers) amongst the divine ummah, in
which they have a prophet, a unique religious law, and are subject to religious duties and
commands, yet not ones of prohibition. Likewise,lbn Arabi’s “five presences’ are also held true for
them. Thus, Ibn Arabi had a new vision and outlook on the identity of letters. Ibn Arabi&#39;s
contemplations on letters and its transformative shift from that of his predecessors to an entirely
innovative framework is especially evident in sections throughout his works such as the al-Futuhat
al-Makkiyya and Al-Mabadi wa al-Ghayat fi Ma&#39;ani al-Huruf wa al-Ayat. For Ibn Arabi, the
understanding of each letter’s meaning equates to an alignment with its hymnic-like dialect and the
comprehension of the principles of its formation; which transcends the limits of human
understanding. Yet, one cannot deny that human cognition is capable of grasping certain parts of
these principles. Thus, with a clear depiction of the meaning of letters, Ibn Arabi leads one to a
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thorough understanding of God’s words. Indeed, Ibn Arabi bases his reach in the science of letters
on a particular discovery that does not entirely fit within the discovery apparatus of his
predecessors, but asserts that the realities of the realm of the science of letters, were given to him
by means of inspiration and unveilings. He emphasizes that anyone in search of the science of
letters must also follow his path, implying on the one hand that he views his method as more
certain than that of his predecessors and on the other hand opens the door for others of interest to
discover. This article aims to portray the transformative role of Ibn Arabi’s thought on the science
of letters, focusing on certain key aspects of his doctrine and its role in Islamic culture and
civilization.

Keywords: New Science of Letters, Meaning of Letters, Islamic Culture and Civilizations, Islamic Art.
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Extended Abstract

Ibn Arabi, widely regarded as the foremost architect of Islamic theoretical
mysticism (al-‘irfan al-nazari), devoted considerable attention to the science of
letters (ilm al-huraf). His engagement with this discipline, however, was not
grounded in the talismanic or magical dimensions commonly associated with
occult sciences; rather, it emerged within the framework of metaphysical
epistemology and esoteric cosmology. Ibn ‘Arabl’s corpus is permeated by
extensive discussions concerning the ontological and symbolic dimensions of
letters, to the extent that scarcely a volume of the al-Futihat al-Makkiyya
remains untouched by this subject. In addition to these dispersed discussions, he
composed independent treatises explicitly dedicated to letter symbolism and
metaphysical linguistics. The second chapter of the Futthat is devoted
specifically to the metaphysical knowledge of the hierarchical degrees of letters
and vocal movements in relation to the structure of the cosmos. Likewise, Ibn
‘Arabl examines the divine qualities inherent in letters, the epistemological
significance of words generated through their combinations, and the mysteries
associated with the letters constituting the Supreme Divine Name (al-ism al-
a‘’zam). Furthermore, he authored specialized treatises such as Kitab al-Alif, Kitab
al-Mim wa’l-Waw wa’l-Niin, Kitab al-Ya’, and other works concerned with the
symbolic and metaphysical interpretation of individual letters. Among these
writings, al-Mabadi’ wa’l-Ghayat fT Ma‘ani al-Huraf wa’l-Ayat may be considered,
after the Futtihat, one of the most significant complementary texts on the
subject. Indeed, it is difficult to identify any major work by Ibn ‘Arabi in which
the metaphysical function and ontological dignity of letters are not addressed.
The essential premise underlying the science of letters in the thought of Ibn
‘Arabl and other letterist metaphysicians is that Being manifests itself through
multiple ontological levels and symbolic forms. At each ontological degree,
manifestation assumes a mode appropriate to the existential conditions of that
particular plane. Despite this multiplicity of manifestations, however, Being itself
remains ontologically one and indivisible; the plurality of appearances derives
solely from the diversity of loci of manifestation and reflection. Ibn ‘Arabt’s
approach to the science of letters is rooted, on the one hand, in mystical
unveiling (kashf) and contemplative vision (shuhiid), and on the other hand, in
his critical appropriation and creative reformulation of earlier intellectual
traditions. Within his metaphysical system, not only the creation of the cosmos
but also prophetic missions and the plurality of revealed religions and sacred
laws may be interpreted through the ontological reality of archetypal letters. Ibn
‘Arabi even characterizes letters as “communities among communities,” thereby
granting them an autonomous metaphysical status within the hierarchy of
existence. Consequently, it may legitimately be argued that the science of letters
constitutes one of the foundational principles of Ibn ‘Arabi’s intellectual
architecture, without which his cosmology and metaphysics cannot be fully
comprehended.

Titus Burckhardt (1908-1984), the Swiss-German traditionalist thinker, historian
of sacred art, and metaphysician deeply influenced by Ibn ‘Arabi, conceived the
Sufi path as “the art of contemplative self-realization,” an inward discipline
through which the human being becomes receptive to the Infinite. For
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Burckhardt, both the spiritual personality of Ibn ‘Arabi and the sacred
geographies associated with him—particularly the city of Fez—occupied a
uniquely privileged position within the spiritual imagination. Ibn ‘Arabi’s
cosmological vision and metaphysical anthropology appeared to Burckhardt as
profoundly symbolic and inexhaustibly esoteric. Burckhardt regarded Ibn ‘Arabi’s
conception of prophecy as extending beyond the confines of conventional Islamic
theology, interpreting his teachings as metaphysical truths reflected through
sensible and symbolic forms.

Simultaneously, the symbolic structures of sacred letters and spiritual language
in both Islamic and Christian artistic traditions, together with the rhythmic
qualities of revealed texts, presented Burckhardt with a form of sacred semiotics
intimately connected to theology. This theological vision—simultaneously
Islamic and Christian in orientation—also explains his spiritual affinity with
Moulay Ali al-Dargawi al-Shadhili. Burckhardt understood beauty not merely as
aesthetic form, but as the transparency of existential veils through which
transcendent reality becomes manifest. Accordingly, he maintained that the
calligrapher, in the act of inscribing letters, must participate inwardly in the
sacred tradition itself so that archetypal forms and spiritual principles may
become embodied within artistic creation.

Drawing upon the principal writings of Ibn ‘Arabi alongside Burckhardt’s works
on sacred art and the metaphysics of symbolism, the present study seeks first to
examine Ibn ‘Arabl’s doctrine of the science of letters and his aesthetic
understanding of sacred script, and subsequently to undertake a comparative
analysis of these perspectives in relation to Burckhardt’s interpretation of
mystical art. More specifically, this article argues that Burckhardt attained a
profoundly intuitive understanding of the symbolic and metaphysical function of
letters, thereby revealing the operation of a contemplative and intellectual
intuition within his thought. Within this framework, the sensible world is
understood as the lowest degree of reality, while the letter functions as a
symbolic bridge enabling ascent toward intelligible and transcendent meanings.
Burckhardt’s interpretive method is especially evident in his engagement with
the symbolism of the Alpha and Omega within the iconography of monumental
Roman church portals, where he interprets these letters as symbolic expressions
of the Incarnation of Christ. It is precisely this hermeneutic of symbolic unveiling
that enabled him to perceive an intrinsic correspondence between Qur’anic
calligraphy and Christian iconography. Just as the figure of Christ symbolically
directs him toward the mystery of Alpha and Omega, the sacred forms of Arabic
script within Qur'anic calligraphy similarly reconnect him to the symbolic reality
of Christic manifestation. The present article therefore proposes that the process
of mystical initiation in Burckhardt’s aesthetic and metaphysical vision is
fundamentally dependent upon sacred letters and archetypal forms.
Furthermore, it argues that, just as the vertical and horizontal movements of the
calligrapher in Ibn ‘Arabl’s thought determine distinct modes of symbolic
disclosure associated with letters, Burckhardt likewise perceives in the
interwoven structures of script—whether in monastic manuscripts or Islamic
calligraphy—a manifestation of sacred order and contemplative meaning. For
Burckhardt, a significant dimension of the grandeur of calligraphic art resides
precisely in the harmonic equilibrium and metaphysical proportionality
embodied within the forms of letters and sacred visual structures.
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Keywords: ‘Tlm al-Huraf (Science of Letters), Sacred Art, Calligraphic Inscription,
Sacred Script, Symbolism of Letters, Islamic Mysticism, Metaphysical Semiotics,
Ibn ‘Arabi, Titus Burckhardt, Esoteric Hermeneutics.
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ABSTRACT

The subject of the Shiite mysticism and wisdom is the spiritual growth and connecting to the
desired perfection within human capacity. In this regard, Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi’s decisive and
interpretive thoughts about Khatam Wilayat, who is the Imam from the perspective of Shiite
mysticism, regardless of views of many thinkers about his being a sunni, are very effective. In this
way, after Ibn Arabi, many mystics and scholars appeared and produced works notable, whose
works are related to the thoughts of sheikh Akbar.

One of these works is the interpretation of the poem Bahr al-Asrar by Mohammad Tagi Muzaffar
Kirmani (Muzaffar Alishah), who organized Surah Hamd based on the idea of the unity of
existence and explains the dimension of the perfect human being.

During this research, it will be clarified that from his point of view, Shiite mysticism and wisdom is
in what position according to Ibn Arabi’s theories.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The subject of the Shiite mysticism and wisdom is the spiritual growth and connecting to
the desired perfection within human capacity. In this regard, Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi’s
decisive and interpretive thoughts about Khatam Wilayat, who is the Imam from the
perspective of Shiite mysticism, regardless of views of many thinkers about his being a
sunni, are very effective. In this way, after Ibn Arabi, many mystics and scholars
appeared and produced works notable, whose works are related to the thoughts of
sheikh Akbar.

One of these works is the interpretation of the poem Bahr al-Asrar by Mohammad Tagi
Muzaffar Kirmani (Muzaffar Alishah), who organized Surah Hamd based on the idea of
the unity of existence and explains the dimension of the perfect human being.

During this research, it will be clarified that from his point of view, Shiite mysticism and
wisdom is in what position according to Ibn Arabi’s theories .

Conclusion

After examining the Shiite thoughts of Muzaffar Ali Shah in the Mathnavi of Bahr al-
Asrar, we come to the conclusion that Shiite thinkers have different views on Shiite
mysticism and wisdom with regard to Ibn Arabi's thought; but the common feature of
most of them is the identification of the face of the Imam and the concept of wilayah in
the inner face of Ali (AS) as the highest symbol of wilayah. This prominent approach is
evident among Shiite orientalists and Shiite scholars and mystics. Although most
thinkers consider Ibn Arabi to be a Sunni mystic, and of course, from a historical
perspective, he cannot be considered a Shiite scholar; however, the number of thinkers
who have examined his Shiite views is also significant. Muzaffar Ali Shah Kermani is one
of the scholars and mystics who, based on his idea of unity of existence, has interpreted
and interpreted the blessed Surah Al-Hamd in the form of a Mathnavi. In this single-
surah Shiite interpretation, attention to the principle of wilayah in the divine aspect of
Ali (AS) and his successors is very evident. It seems that the interpretation of Surah
Hamad from the perspective of the idea of unity of existence and the levels of existence
in a systematic way, using Sheikh Akbar's terms, verses and hadiths, is one of the rare
mystical interpretations of a single Surah. This interpretation, which is indebted to the
school of Ibn Arabi, expresses a special vision of Shiism that explains the inner nature of
the Imam as the most important figure of Shiism. Regardless of the belief of most
thinkers about Ibn Arabi being a Sunni, it expresses the spirit of his guardianship
thought, which makes great Shiite thinkers pay tribute to the greatness of his thought
and his followers.

References

A) Books:

The Holy Quran

Ibn Abi al-Jumhar al-Ahsa'i, Muhammad ibn Zayn al-Din (1329), "Majli Mirat al-Munji fi
al-Kalam wa al-Hikmatin wa al-Tasuf", lithographed by Ahmad Shirazi, Research
Institute for Iranian Philosophy and the Institute for Islamic Studies, University of
Berlin, Germany, Tehran

Ibn Arabi, Muhammad ibn Ali (Muhi al-Din) (b.e.), "Al-Futuhat al-Mukiya", 4 volumes, Dar
Sader, Beirut



Analysis of the Influence of Shiite Sufism and Wisdom of Ibn Arabi in the Mathnavi "Bahr al-Asrar"| 287

Ibn Arabi, Muhi al-Din (1385), "Fusus al-Hikmat", Explanation and Analysis of Muhammad
Ali Movahid and Samad Movahid", Karnameh, Tehran, first volume
Ibn Arabi, Muhi al-Din (1389), "Fusus al-Hikmat", Corrected and Translated by
Muhammad Khajovi, Molly, Tehran
Izutsu, Toshihiko (1383), "Creation, Existence and Time", Translated by Mahdi Sarrashteh
Dari, Mehrandish, Tehran, first volume
Izutsu, Toshihiko (1401), "Sufism and Taoism", Rozaneh Publications, Tehran, Vol. 8
Ashtiani, Seyyed Jalal al-Din (1986), "Qaysari's Introduction to the Elements of Wisdom",
Publication Center of the Islamic Propaganda Office of the Qom Seminary.
Amoli, Seyyed Heydar (1982), "Jami' al-Asrar and the Source of Lights", edited by Henry
Corbin, translated by Seyyed Yusuf Ebrahimian Amoli, Rasansh, Tehran
TIbn Babawiyyah Qomi, Ahmad bin Ali bin Hussein (Sheikh Saduq) (1998 AH), "Al-Tawhid",
Qom Seminary Teachers' Association
Pazuki, Shahram (1980), "Sufism in Iran after the Sixth Century", Encyclopedia of the
Islamic World, Vol. 7, Islamic Encyclopedia Foundation, Tehran
Jahangiri, Mohsen (1996), "Muhyiddin bin Arabi, a Prominent Figure of Islamic
Mysticism", Tehran University Publishing and Printing Institute
Hassan Zadeh Amoli, Hassan (1999), "Mamdal-e-Hammam in the Explanation of Fusts al-
Hikam", Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Tehran, first edition
Khwarizmi, Taj al-Din Hussein ibn Hassan (1994), "Sharh al-Fusiis al-Hikam", Mawli,
Tehran, 5th edition
Shaygan, Dariush (2010), "Binesh as-Satiri", Asatir, Tehran, 2nd edition
Tabatabai, Seyyed Mohammad-Hossein (1969), "Shia in Islam", with an introduction by
Dr. Seyyed Hussein Nasr, Ziba Printing House
Tabatabai, Mohammad-Hossein (2004), "Tariq ir-Guran, traduz-i-shari'ah va-sharT'ah
Risalah al-Wilayah", translated by Sadiq Hossein-Zadeh, Religious Press, Qom
Tabatabai, Mohammad-Hossein (2004), "Usul philosophia wa rasul al-Rahiis al-Realism",
introduction and footnote by Morteza Motahari, vol. 5, Sadra, Qom
Ghazali, Abu Hamid Muhammad (2014), "Thya' Ulum al-Din", Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut
Carbon, Henry (1992), "History of Islamic Philosophy", translated by Asadollah
Mobasshari, Amir Kabir, Tehran, vol. 4
Carbon, Henry (1995), "Collection of Articles", compiled and edited by Mohammad Amin
Shahjoui, under the supervision of Shahram Pazuki, Haghighat, Tehran, vol. 1
Kulaini, Mohammad ibn Yaqoob ibn Ishaq (1407), "Al-Kafi", researcher Ali Akbar Ghaffari
and Mohammad Akhundi, Daral Kitab al-Islamiyya, Tehran, 4th edition
Modras Tabrizi, Mohammad Ali (1995), "Rayhanat al-Adab", vols. 5 and 6, Khayyam,
Tehran, vol. 4
Muzaffar Kermani, Mohammad Tagqi (1401), "Bahar al-Asrar", corrected and compared by
Mina Khadem al-Faqra, Raman Sokhan, Tehran, vol. 1
B) Articles
Bastani Parizi, Mohammad Ibrahim (1999), "The Wind of Sorrows Who Fallen, Fallen",
Erfan Iran, Bahar, Issue 3, 15-32
Pazuki, Shahram (2008), “Theoretical Life and Practical Life in the Middle Ages,
Interpretation of the Story of Mary and Marta in Two Narrations”, Quarterly Journal of
Philosophical-Theological Studies, No. 37
Khadem alfoghara, Mina and Others (2018), “Analysis of the History of Safavid Sufism and
Shiism in the Mathnavi of Bahr al-Asrar”, Historical Studies, Spring, No. 37



288 | Bi-quarterly scientific journal Sophia Perennis, Vol. 22, No.2, 2025

Razavi, Seyyed Mohammad (2006), “A Study on the Phenomenon of Exaggeration and the
Trend of Exaggeration in Shiism”, Quran and Hadith Studies, Safineh, Winter, No. 13

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein (2006), “Shiism and Sufism, Wisdom and Spiritual Art” (Collection of
Articles) Written and Translated by Gholamreza Awani, Gros, Tehran

Nasr, Seyyed Hossein (2014), “The Heart of a Believer is the Throne of God the Most
Gracious” Translated by Seyyed Nader Mohammadzadeh, Collection of Articles on
Iranian Mysticism, Haghighat Publications, Tehran, First Chapter

Vakili, Hadi and Shokrabi, Hossein (2015), "The Thought of Shiite Scholars and Ibn
Arabi", Contemporary Wisdom Magazine, Summer, Year 6, No. 2

Homaei, Jalal al-Din (1966), "The Exquisite Gem Gone", Lecture by Mr. Homaei, Journal of
the Faculty of



e

VFeFuUwJsjﬁe-"/\ugheﬂ-rﬂsnﬁﬂ-wsésﬁwef.:dhu’/‘ '/ I/"ud‘:u’},
“w o

(Y= ol

Year 22, Issue 2, Autumn & winter 2025, Serial Number 48

OPHIA PERENNIS

Research Article

" g 33 (98 (I (Sl oS> g YO8 il Judnd
1) ool Uro
(mina.khadem53@gmail.com) .oyl ol cc)l g5 <oy kol 5 adunds cylo o Kin g3y ¢ s sl 5 33 (5 555

TN
Slr alobil o)l ol 53 oSl Sl 0l dm 3 sllas JS 4 Lo 5 bl s (ands CwaS 5 01,8 5050
‘c,_w\¢\_a\Om&ra@u,p,_is,auj‘scﬁvjrsua,py&,;wdu\@w;w‘ujcw
(5 o1 3 ey oy ol 03 Wl 3 sl ) 035 w0353 liafin il ) (6l 8003 1 i 550
Gt slon il L 658 4 LT BT oy S 55 s golimma T 5 L5 S 506l (3L oladle 5 0l le
Ll a3 50 39 5 D 5 S 5 S

e by aS Sl (olide pilae) ¢ ol S jalae (A5 deses 31 LYoy psliate s BT 0l 51 (SO
a0 AR5 nl (b 03 XS e e 1y oS sl oV 5 Sl 0S5 4 350 5 Dok 5 4k k] el
)13 03 (AR a3 (258 ol L 4 a5 b et eSS 5 0l e ) oS Sl oS A sl

Vo (Gt anh CueS 5 02 (g2 ol L0319 AlS

R AR BT Y S A VAL R W Y O R R W P L £ JRL VAV SOk P A

(Y) A Q)} O\‘xij\’ ("‘)\Jwyb,ﬁ-.:” é)—iﬂﬁgﬁw‘ﬁw)ubﬁjﬁhd:bﬁ(w'\c)% “JZ.U\"JB O
Y _YAD

Doi: https://doi.org/10.22034/iw.2026.556251.1855

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons ttribution 4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0



Yae | VEFOPA ol ¥ o)lods TV 0390 03)5 (ylougle (code Raliladgs

AodRo
(O bl 51 5 5 Ll Jol6 5 45 B g CaaSm 3 e Site S 050 4 28 0l 88
G oS 3 (G s 3 Ja 6 s ¢ plie oy i 3] ol ax el 4 5l 3o LD
b O 31 g 5 20y ol el Aol 45 el () 5355 o0 sotns (5 02 O Al 40 45 o
U,J\jx)_.;v_pu;ﬂs%u‘\,:&;)g&‘@s;lw‘u@lﬁ 3,8 o oy e dnsds Ul
CAlid an ot Colg 534S (B me 135500 IS 4 S jae gm O w8 glima 53 i ol 3l o le
53 JoB Jslize pOISTL s (e olS0s 3 oo ol o5 oo Ll ol (Sl s 06 B > s 5 ol
Tl sl Sy 5 il Sl e ol @ e el a5l 40 line o003 31 5 o
S o S e B el el el ol S oS S5l il ol sl s 15
el 42815 gl 56 ars (G yime CaSm I 55 ol Codlle s <0l St 3l (6 5banw olSuis 3|
4 0T 3 Ol o OT3k5 Ol 53 (Shs Sl 3V 248 515 o (45 s 31 () 03k 45 ol &

(5% .o AYAS (. S) ((.JJ(_}.Q:«QGE.:&J ‘Jﬂfbdjow\@l.@,:i@is

oz
035 JHSSE Vo (55t malian 53 Qe 43 B e (ol ored (o8 5 92 odlie
Y 3 48 (S pne ot e 31 b plesl alaly 5 S 5,003 (2,8 ool s 00l S
) polie 3ol ax B e nl ant CaSm (5l 5, Send al 3L (5520 pl oline (sla
B o 25 Ssne i e ) (55 () 058 B asyl 4 a5 L el adalla LG I
5065 30 Olie « plsmn 23 ks Sl b a5 ol 02 sl (omn ol 42,55
1 o GLose 5 oS hedd ol 5038 Slalil (3 pl 1315 258 ol (e Ce S

Dl gy G yme 12t b B
(255 ol (o e 8350 amds (B le g Glalle o>

obydﬁd\@»ﬁm&ucwm‘dbﬁjw&)\wcdﬁéfuﬂbdgwfajw

1. Phenomenology.
Yo o0( Seil e Con s 93 53 e Dl 5 (6 05 Dl s 1S, Y

Y e FliE oo dal sl i) (a}l; sl 1S Y



¥y Ggite 33 (528 (ol (Rt oS g (3l 3l o | Y9

S Shdoode m Olgdeol e Sy S S o B Sl 51y U (ol 2N
Ll ol 5 o ) M) e 05333 e B Al i ) oS 51T Gl L 5
Lol lgS s o 9 Sl 283 o8 ol omads 6l Ao il 5 208 55 g5 0LLS 53U ol
Ll 032 52, o) 4l )Ly age 5 (S 0S5 S

el (BV Y ) Jale il elg gl o)l o0 ool i 4 sliel 45 S5 slede Koo 5
ok 5ol o3 (58 ol iS4 BB ol et aS Sl pl SOy (Gl 3l Slle
(63Ul oLt a0l ) 5 (o3 doms 250 il 0313 0L a5 058 ol s 40 48 (5503 S
e il 5t cou (Obedl mazead 5 QL) 555 5153 5 S olde 3 K Tz
il (oS e (B dese Ol pae Blsl Ble s ook (e (il o3 20 il (and
pshite s 53 258 pl et (Sl alu i) BB 5L )5 oy 4y ol Alie 45 ol oo Jdlae
3303 5 0 LYl o0y 4 pyse sl

0Byl 5 Gladle 3l pundd doms o )lgzr o (Ga \YNO [ VA 0) Gl S s &5 s |} 0
OS5k sl 51 g S ) 5 592 0,85 Sl 355 0l 43 S T uCunl (5 on 833153 0 3
Sl 5 ek 5 NS B psle 5o (b oDl 5l el o LBV (BU ala 51 L)
5l 35 5t b e Sl sy elide Blitie ool 2550 b oSBT ey Lol 55
S5 Osol e oY g0 5 Al (Blidie g5 5l e kil 5 03 S elide Jdlaon ) ol b Comlias
S g by ol Sl S pdimen oS ol U a6 cCdls g0 555 el | ol a8 Bl
WASJ)}T.\:{.L;JS}VLJ@LSJBT (Bl b LT 31 ao olide jalae ° il (Sl S (550500

.L‘oﬁﬂj}d cw%@oz)y&j;b).}s&a:\ (()bacj\@;v.a»}«)lfjﬂ\ﬁ» L@.:Tu.i)}'

)‘)MJY‘)OQ -

Sl s (S35 s aS al plen— (2D (bl jsly sl aS s oy S Ls () ol

TN e gl Hsge ol ol «uMl;p\ﬂl@fﬁdlﬂf‘_g@n 1S5 )
NP e S e 5 S 63 (e il 5 ae Oy Al il Al 1S, L Y
TVE-YVY Gaw colon (pldl I (8 ) s 2580 Ulis 1S, . Y

XY V0 e ‘L;}ﬂ)Li@t_AgmA\ﬁ\M oLl allys aSa LaSs ;s by e 1Sy . ¢

TYE o S e edess sVl By ) 1S, L 0



YAY | VEFOPA ol ¥ o)lois TV 0490 03)5 (ylougle code Raliladgs

AL psle a8 ol 0151 53 Cilies oo @ Juns o (gl ool 5 ey — il o S
Sl Sl Gltemta il 31 (5ol |0 0l b o 5lars 595 s 3 (15 &S 4
03,51 S50 bl Sl 555 5B e 5 oS ol b gty 53 sl 5 S 15 5 S sl
@le Jie L ol iy o a8 e bl saan e (61 458 & 5 s 5 (S 5dle ple ol
S (LT3 K Tos e (O] 35050 s a1y plusl o ol asde &S 4 5 Sl slize
Ol ) s« il 0d ol 35 5 41 o A5 e 8w 00 )3 ysbiate 4y 5 ) cpl 5o
g 53 Bgdoms s Joy 2w 53 5 Conl (S50 B 5o SU 5o (6l (] o) L]
o) o3 elide alie ks ) (BU el 0 0088 1y e by Josb gl p i 00
Sy o 6y g 15 ST L 1y U oyl 51 IS 38 5038 o s oy 0 5 o 650 5]
2l ol el (oo S el (Sl ala il Sl 3m 5 Ll ie ( SBse el 53 Sl 00l
el 0l Lo
SV 5w 33 s byga A5 Cunnns j90 —V-Y
L s s ol 31 pS 2 (51US ol aansl o s Sy 0 5B o )50 o515 (51 ol il
Wl 2 Sogee a4 S) el (93555 Dy s 4l kil ) eslinl

PS8 48 35 oo o 2 VF 0 (el 0 STLod F T UL B (e I o 31l e )
el oy =Y (Ll oy 5 O3 o =Y gl s s A8 pemes 2359 gl
0S| o =% 5 Lol o =0 2 ol a5 |l oy =¥ V1 oy 5 4t o =V 550l oo
AR RS BVl W W GV e Rt FGINVR VR LY/ NP RGINY S e [ V1 W PN R et
sl WY ol 0l s 5 Cealls | ey =V 5 0lay =) oy 55 g o 4 515 1, ke
35 g0 el et ¥ 41 0300 L B it S 5 dond SUIO AT 31 0T 3) g 5 ol sle =1
AL Poa| [P UV | ENPUES PUSFR [P PR [ TP [P I WU 3
sl 3L N

I o 3l e 3 ollide pdlas S uas o LSS ) dam 8) g <8 Sy g2y (] g0
50l e dea by L ol 1) i) el (olgs 53 5 WS e ol 0 b LT Yo (520

)\)L‘)Jr.ldﬁl r...«:‘jo)g:&ub‘\s.l‘sdn L;J.’.A ((J.aLSQLMA‘)) \J@T)‘wi"u)‘)ulﬁjw

OA-00 o« I dame ol sl ciepalll p gl sl 25y )

AEV=VF0 1o« plblb (s dases aale s V) dLA)C,.L)«.?J: QbLe g by 1S, LY



¥y Ggike 33 528 ool (R oS 9 (3l il Judos | YA

ja_o:\jgrl.cj,wl_xujj_wﬁa_fwlJSJiaJWL\ﬂdwawaS@u;;ﬁVJb

RGO PR @:’. GL:SJ\

Qv 3 Cpmnd Dl a0 415 .Y

o Jlasl 53095 ) (Slaysls el 035 gl Caand Sy b 18T 5 0l e ) el Sl a5 L
oSS 53 (s 5 (IS Jilows Gl ) 5 5 pm 35 o0 03 505 4 (St ol D3 S 5 Bgas
el 125 ol 3 3l 25 e b ) o) 53 s ) e o il 51 LS ol
e oS3 5l il anils 5o ol 390 ancds 4 (g osLol aSCul s olizel ) LS (gl 5 o

2,5 e s Sy S

o=l b Jis 45 IS e ke | SV s (ol Dol (b e slate 51 e ) s 50
S 35 gm ok i al B ne col3) )35 anm 1331 5351 g ¢ Ll S8 o 53 s
)15 eddie 5 Lls o ancds |y 9o, 5 Csuas plS1 5 0555 den 5 Sl S S 53 Csadi il

el 0353 465 5l el (635 3 oz el sk oyl OV iy 5 b 3 Sl a8
V1o Seiio 3 (¢) (o ©pas Sloww N-Y

3o ST o I o I all s o 8350 AT ) o oS (55300l ST Sl 5o
e A olideiba) (Ll 2 Je 5o alomd . AiS o b yme (Lol Jon 50,1y &l cpl colile il
b3 o (90 1y o bl s (CaN¥on 1y (L dais a5 s 1 (alll eeet) 3 (LY 2> 5 (W

Ty PR EP | L O el il 5 05200
(odal Dy e () o ims odal Ny a bt O yy o
(VY :lan)

(B8 5o WA (M) ((ound r?)\ ol 413‘(,.“.3 (L) das pon tokal () @;U)\JJY\ CL?» B
HSLS 3ol 3 g VI il 5 008 e ) 1 Slibis b Sl 3 55 o
ool aS B e g ol el S5 (VA S 2 U o lg) e B dee o B Iyl e

S o0 83 sl 03,5 S () a8y
iy e st g ls o (15 0T bL 5 alak 5 (Ly B alls (T 5) g colide yilao

J“Sup QL:a b J}> LSLGJ\ ((J)&%j JL«})) Sol-Mas! )\ oslanul L;) J“Sg;o gfaj"‘ ;,’.J‘il-’



YAF | VEFOPA ol ¥ o)losis TV 0390 03)5 (ylougle (code Raliladgs

S o S A I 5l Je 5o
(oypba—epan |5 e W i der) 3 s
(VE AF\ ol e alse)
O 33 5 5 Lol I e o) e 5l Jloo (e @) IV el (s 080 oS 5
o Sl o 33 Ces 3 g8 4 oluans] anal il slowl 5 agdl Slis 1) s I3
5 (BYS Lo ATAY (ol 2) (Dl a0 sl _poms 0313 ooy 5 i) a0 joleas] ansl 5 I
am g LN o gles) (GOl IV ¢ e o 35 oby ol 555 Vs ( Db a5
2l gl oa Sl il G O plam 55 s IV 5 (ol s e S
e s et 531 SV 5 s (Sl S35 e olSis cpl e b Lolide il i
g o (U &S 5B )05 O ) s 5 Ll5 oo odmy dly 35 8 ) s 5 S o b jne
SV 5w (S9kio 43 (A pands LYY
hils oo 3= DS ey (Al el collle il
Sl g sloul 5 amms aors D3 e am s Tl )

(VO NN colide alae)

Syl 35> g ya b )HGL@-AN‘C@L_?Q_D‘V._.W‘»

Py I > slaul f— Jh— N L > ¢l [y S

((CAJ\_;A\..A_';‘JAJ_{J_{ Syl g CZ"L? — ol 03
(VY 2 las)

:M‘JJ@)JJ&”‘)“)JN’.'JJL“’T‘L“‘”\@’."g;’..“;u’a'é)Jg;.’JcQ:"
I3 es CS anidb B ol e S S a5l B L sy

dmw ynodl 3 Lalal oS Isdme S 1 eV oI5 )
(OF NYAL (o= o0l
dOIs 0 3> O pia (33 S 39l g ddia ) O o 4nlS g4 35 4 oAb LB ‘C)Q\d\)aﬁl@b

4 0oy ) 4 5 4035 ez 0 o BB ST gl 53 5 il o 53 pl ez 531 )3 5 Rl 5



¥y Ggike 33 528 ool (R oS g 3l 3l o | YA

LDl 5 5 et 2y S5 (oLl plie 4 oy Sl pl 3 51 15 oo (oLl plis
@:de\.ch\hwéw);@.ﬂtw%;&p‘w\}ﬂa J.::Mé.l.a.?jtsfu\c,.;u&
ol e plal 3t o Ol S03 (614558 0 5 s S oo el oy | plel Sl ol S
anls bgl oo 53 SB e 438 g4l 4SSl ‘w\gjm@%w\ww\@ufru\ (s
8 55 Ja 3 me pl 5 ol plal L (S me Coll G i 0 Tl Sl S w35
o= Yo sSOY SN e pladll lda | 6,58 ks 5 oy e 4 ¥ 1s ) 0358 o sloe] e
(Ao WAL oo o) (a] 55N Aol le),@y\ug})a;u&l@is
o Dbl 5 25 o Al udie ) g0 DS (51 (5 i 25 gl L5 4SS T
Olas 3aS I jsdas o e ii |y obsl bl sy L8 b e 3 b 5l g bl b as
=S o=l el oKTomm)yw.@jéﬂ%U S s b ol 5 alb sl Sl 5l e
Ll So3e 2 G pdy e CIB 1S e ads Slilesh 4 Cosow g s Ol po ) plas
o el 013 OS5 D5 1l il aaS (Ol Bl Glaly s 0lsaT o8l (o )
Olosl 5 (ro (23 (BEEN oy i3 48 o2 d (T ol G855 I3 40 5 05 S o0 (G580 (3 4

OVEFAVY o AFAY ) (el e

0 T 8 55552015 5 e 0] 51y G530 500 1 0T YAG & w6, 4S5 500 3

) G5 LS5 BUOIEE a5 Rt 065 4l e 1 0 G Y ol 55 800055
M OIRs b 5 s 4 e 55 ol e 5 03590 lazl 03,5 I3 )y 145 4zl ey Jgeuy o) e 5
aon) 5 eSS 33 15 Ol ey 51 G o 0o Lo (At 5) 2031 plleul 15 ) ey 5 S
5 AT L8350 0 38 Celbl ol (15145 oo 3) Lo aS o5 S 5Ll (U3 G5 0Ly S
oMo S Cul (ghaisy )yl el Oler (ol 5 . Cus G @ dad SESHL v.:}\.sdojr.:.a\j}b
4S Sl o) O 5 Comndy g o G Dol @ a5 L) 245 AS o 0)L8 T ) oLl L
oot 33 8 e ha oS Sl S35 ()T 3.9 gmme (S (e a0 Olaad) 45T pol&in sl 1 s
et S 4 iler 5 Ol o S e odalie Bl 5 Wit o 5 T (655 Ol Asle el

BFAY o AFFA L LLLL) (il 033 4SS alial JleS €55 0 5 e 5 s 5 Dl 55l

VY=V A 250 T osl i i 40N ) 2 el 1S5 )

ANN-NYE e ‘OC“_;AJ“ 550 aadie ¢ glblb (o dee aadle s«(,.,.:JLSJJ:}))u“l;J},.pln S5 LY



YRS | VA ol ¥ o)l YT 598 00,5 olougle cake Aoliladesd

LS o e by Sla) B Comelr (60568 i 4 Oy Sl 2
Cnt} v.u\ S (SO ﬂLu_) J:.élju\j J:S\F anjK?p 4&3\)}9 ‘Jlf':}“f“.’ E.J\;i‘ﬂ c@y\ib )‘

s gn ez LS o b yme (g dad) 1y 5l aS (allly

Ol 3wl S35l —wes s

iy 2 2SS

9 Zﬁu A;UL ;l)}pu .9

ol gy sl—ael (S8l

))_44} d\)ﬂ uL _ilgz.» < u_}\

X o s 2is 9 sl ’.’-l‘ < _:Lb X o 340 .

.| H (SQT

(A AFoY oLl alae)
Q:’(’-’T” S 3L (S ol Mol ) «L}frﬂn S5 Sl (o3l yabh y5 o e o)
g O 3 Sole a5 L3y S5m0 O (6158 oz 31 53 5350 Sy O s 5 4l 0T (5D
Aol (gl 5 (4 APA e o) (D g5 oo e (S 3L 4033 Pl s ol 5l aS ol (e
Ol B ) s 4 45 Gople 5 Lo 5l oS 31 oyl o by o 5 b JIBl 055 e
) oS o 0N bl 3 B 5 shate 358 e o glulid (o) S QLI S
NOURPRER SRR £ APIPCDP TIODTY (RINE) ¥ ERPI PLECIN B WC S W DY RSN O
o oy 3y s ol opd ) e 313 (S 3 Al alasd s LG le U5
3 Cnd SN S8 S Jmazen el 5 A8 o0 o has el il 53 plgar 4 Sl 45 gl b jle
A1 53 a8 Coline cl 4 ) 220l s Gl B Pl ol ) 2S5 G S g e
2 oslyan 53y b e 3L olomn 5 AT 053 55 4 Culgs 2 G357 b GRS L G S
plol o Oloon (SL 58 w25 53 Dl ol (o 554 (nl 4SS o0 556k 055158 Dl
4 aS Sl Sl 5 (Sl ol O s psgio & ool ol LS it
() 5o AFAT 9 (Wis o0 Ol Cmy Lo

'*\3‘%;" tmul.odfm Oy «‘)&»-U&TWV"W;&‘

U’)‘ml L e ) | m] wx ~ )l

o . u—Jl J3 :..: —c g

u_.a.)).oga_bpl_’ 4_‘>l>) U|5 ol 2o y\ s LK WY .)9_$4_§

(€

YO Lo s asSs 2 ¢ 0l ‘((riadlup).ajcf:» S5 )



¥y Ggike 33 5258 ool (R oS g (3l 3l o | YA

el ol Tl o Lo S o )

(YYD N4\ ol le alaa)
el s 5 lils oo 3 s ezl oy JolS Ll @y odlazaal ((gudms Sl 534S 3T 3y 5
SHJASM;@QJ:-(LL«!)JJJJ@JS;‘M\M«@l;ﬁdsﬁwsjbpbdfwl

35l o0 35S I s guame dall 3]y dllle SleS B les ‘u:’l‘:f\ul’)")"ﬁ(’?a\ﬂ‘

GBSyl plsl 23, 5 (55 2w G S e S A
Pl oy (I QL o aiS pl—el aLo> (g9 05,8 odjl—
el 5 35 5] pyana S el Il s sl 45, ool )
gl b e o) bl s oly |y > s 59 3 &S ]
Cwl dll s vt g Ay Sl Cowl il 8 oo dll e gl

(FOA-FOA «lan)

e Sl (a5 egde pianall b gde Coanil ) Llod o 3301 31 ot
L Lo 5 oDl plislis |y (a5 (ugede iaien 5 Lils o dlll LI OlLio glen |
b b gley 53 s s Heam (ol Gyl B Lo S s o Ll o) e a5 g oo

155 0 Ol 3 gl

Ol Ol 593 sl s o= 55 e ()l S

ol ol S e L a0 b Sl e s el e

Bl s olenl s aor g At asdsle o iSa e, =Y
(FSV (len)

el Sl ple s Sl ol 3 (s (l 2 28 0] ool S 5 050 3B

45 e 1 (o)l el el Sl skaie Jdos l 5o wdaB 5k 4y 58 e 0l 5
AN ) ey Joo 0L 33,5 0o 5L (5T 0393 4 4 ()b Blowd 51 s L ol e bl
L) OB 4 4y 520 (9 4S Sl ] céxjoufbu)lﬁjbﬁlj;;\ésgﬁw
503,50 @l 5 oxdn o5 uls) Ol pogat 4 coln) 0o b 0T Ay ey g [RVCPL] o
Pl (I Oldig pl 3wl 51 skie (M5 oV 2 AT (Sl (33,5 pOkel ey p e



VAN | VEFOPA ol ¥ o)lois TV 6390 03)5 (ylougle (code Raliladgs

oo ol L;ljw_;\*cﬁ_.:}ouﬁ,;«erjyuﬂj,ﬂ,}s» Syl 3 a8 el JolS L)
el 03551 1) (S s el
p¥lyon S9tie 13 (Jg g plol ple g o0 F-Y
ploddl (e S ol ol (SKin 035 053 cilas oo 5 o o 8 31 ey 85 3wl
2245 Sl SV as o plen a8 o)ls (Ggme (558 .ol JIL 50y jumie G 53505 355
WLl 5l 5 0650 b w25 Sl e 5 e 0l 5 2550 3k (B Do b 0T 5) s
3olie a8 US  ppeiai ) Bl 5 Sl se ol (S K ahpdl 5 13 Sl SoYy 2
el 5 (6 S8 Ol o 53 (7 o ATVE i) (] QTJALLJ)'U;J_AJAV.:L«SU;B- S gl
S35 IS e Ol pade pl 03053 5l OF ¢ JolS Glsl 0 S 5l oS3 5 258 o0l SB e
@ 5 b s 3l an 48 ol 350 oo o)L QTqu»\ 5,3 calites Eosl-l j3aS Conl ol
Sl ol 5 aS and glolel Sladss 5 Bgnas SLAYIL oo 0l 5B o) 1l sl a5eS )]
ATV i) (el )3 0 5 o2id 33 53 e ol ol 5 ol pdm s dlasy 0 0 0k
plsl e 50 O 09 53,8 o i )3« pme m R P N g e AR
535 dpmas oo plon o o 35 5 BB ol 33 0l 5 Shoor (o o 0lon
‘.uu\;d‘.suurjm;;\ Lol cad

S 3 T3 g oLV (51 5 o I 5 SIS 3y ) e e ot b 53 55 0
3 Jo M I I s e 9 G ) SVl S o aS ol b Wils oo B s
o ) 1 isY Y5~ ol —edlay 5 2l 05 sl ol 5 b Il g o LY (s
e SIlal e 1y LY L=l Shle 3l esliad b jsgandl ol cpl 5 (78 o 0YAS (e
AOYEFITY o f 2 AT sgand] ) S o0
4S R L dezes L 4nSToes Ly 30 13,05 05l 4S5 e 4y LY ey 53 55 el ilas
gl i (e a8 B3 (J 5 Jhe ale 03 8N el g o G el il 52
Ol o OIS Al ol 5 Sl oy Slal 51 ol (535 48 ST 3 mor e 5 ol
woﬁwulOﬁiu\rﬁ;su,u;\q;mqu,u;;,\j;songg;u,\);w,\mﬁm

Gbe dyplaal ol ) S5 AT s 5 OASIAD o AF0Y coltle alan) el s ) PTU,@J;

YT AYYATE cGsgendl ol o) guqﬂ;H,Mu(mngﬁJan@» Sy



RO EPNT I EIT RN RS- JONC EPRR IS, - WEL Y I LT}

(o) o o g ls oo e

(AS lon)

= Sld B s O e

J_>|J._>uJ.>)| J)jT)_;.rs

J.ava

S ol Spge g S L
oS s g el S b o
o 3 el GU zan S
) Y- W JUR v |
35 2505 O A 2

(I bl S Il

3o Ol Syso o a3
PN GO ol S e
3 ol G e IS i
LJglel s a S o wazal
2SS

s p Lol 55 Je |y Olis (ol (S Jae

(14 los)
Ol il 5l (e )b Sl Ghs (el |y e b S 5l ey cadlal ol S (6l

S St e 2V e 4l il 516 S e Lelile il oS ol e Sl 5 5950 Conased

e Pl 5 (Sl Sl caladil ol 53 S e b yme IS L 5 IS Ll ghe plal 1y

3amebl Cide 55 (S5l Comdly ) 4SSl LSl S ,e w5 ol f5im50 oS Sl iy

TS o e 35 (Ol I3 4 0T S olide jilan 5355 o e 20153 5

plws bl ot s ol s oy sl a2y i 5l p Y

s dale s ol oo n glaulS

35— 5 052 Oleuisl el o5

(el LY e b s el Soilm 4 G da 5 01

(NF . slen)

A ffl.é)) HGW OJJJTCJTCJJ i 3 (ages adS b ag)l CuS 28 53 oo ol ) elis ol
s8] oS 5503 1 3T S (1Yo WA e o) (LY g5l e Lo 315 Al )l i
LS o yseb JolS oladl LB s Lads aS T« Jo» (plol 8 g2 Lil> o L] C)}Li.;ﬁ) L}SC})}

c.)._:\yﬁ_ecﬁ\@iﬁ)sswlbyjdj)séudm ‘sjﬁwa\ﬁwlML{)



Foo [ VFFFA ol Y oyl TY 6y98 0,5 Glongle sole Aoliliadgs

e 5 AS or Sty ik O Sl Sl a2 4SSl 105 (Al (o Dlare 5 355 00
o) el Sles cliaas )l g op aiiS (SleS iy T 5 Sl 5885 5 s o
) ol S5 oI L Saden 5 50 i) ke L oo oleds g il 0 S ol s el (o
saeil s e plal ( SUs e i A e _UJAL}S(’;TL;;L@:S?.GJU}; wsbe ole el Ly
.M@vawuj\j\w9gj‘

T (atdh v—“‘J’\J«.rSJ\J-’?JL@’J Oyl e ds gaie s a0 00 0 DLl s ol Jibas
(gl 5 ol 31 5 gl 4l Ll A0 45 all) el 268 35130 0le31 5 3o
acdaz o o)Ll U ol ) ey 5 OYF AFEY ol ilan) () o o g 5 51 3 (o) 5 5l
S o (Brre e Slod el ) e QLI

dl ALSJilaSae wol S Aol sy olS uax1oLS)
(e asl e al by bl e LT e 3T5d
(Y8 :lon)

oz 503 Sl 3l ol s At S34S Sl wams bl (gt 53 et e
b K 55 Sl S KK Ol 0 e DLl daas ol 55 o Cnsl S )b 6 4 G350
ke 5 oLl ades 534S gl Sb e 5 G950 Comased (pl o pd e e o) (S S b
5l Oldlydan o g ol 53 .ol o olomnns 8 g o, (ol 2358 0 0dys H5BY]
o 45 b (e almras b 53 3,5 o0 )13 Gy sl i i 58l Salis den
Slon 13l Gy € o o Zisls Pl 1y ol LT s i 51 51 (3545) 355 g0 > 355 00
Olgs aplel ( Sbe m25 53" (18 o AT Bais 58) (@3S a3 Dnls @b STy s (e o5
AT o ATAT 9 sl (] aadS) Qlad b olens b g et ny gho

2 o= 0,8 53 L b (SITL oy (s @503 ) oS 053 G505 S )y s 5 plal
A P )15 5 S slie Solamdls ol (555 53 5 At (4l yleh) @ o 45 Lt i
534S Sl Ll Jos ol ol b anl pleh s e w53 SV 5 Cslel Juol Cms oS
AR 25 5 A b Bl a5 il ) oSl el (A g A e bl (o 3
OV o AFAD cmsa) (Ll g3 o e jiad ool OLel )3 2K 5 5Ua3 Hldy g0 aS'1
l 03,5 aashate nl 35 w0 o3I L 5B 3 S 5, b B 4 035155 31 g oS olile s

Olge ol (l Gl 5 KS o b e JS DLl |y alll d (o 0T 534S Sle 5 Sl Ol 51 o



¥y Ggite 33 (528 ool (Rt oS g (3l 3l o | ¥

e Sbs 4 bl et gl S bos n S el pl sl 5 S e oael el gla
3G ol 5 S g oy DS 5 G e 5 7 5 B Gla Blpe L Cls cpl s Kb
O 534Sl 4 a5 L O 3 g cttadls oo S35 355 0 1) (6,8 U oo Jlos| (9 5 IS o0
233355 3 S ool Slike 5 DLl S3L sl 03 - Jas el gl SIS Je 5l ol

S o Ol ol opl so 1y 0 kS

S5 J 9 9l )L, olile yilio oBpa Y
0P b a5 cdis O e SIS 4 a8 a5 S Lo oMl 53 55 5 S 5 S g 53 518
Sl (Gl mts oIS el 0dl e il o3 B e Congll 4 aS Sland 5550 5
ST b e 355 B 53525 531 O pae sl oS ool il 5 50 4 plal ol ol
o3l ol 3 (eallaa 0 5 B ) (aends aadST (B2l S (2 13 0l S e (S5
o) (4 ol Lo Gl B Ulgy e asly b oo il Cll ablo ol Lo 5 5l 3l 00 1y S o
Sl alsS 5l gl assS 53 5L e ollades @b S1p 5 oe a5 5, S .Ovs o arM e
Gen 1y 2 ool 6 esl31 51 (6ol LWV o lad) (S o5 bl ol 3,8 )3 Gyle s
o8s ol 5 A o 535 355 311y Cngs (Sl 5 SULs pao 5Nl e 5 slide jabae L5108 e

13,138 o0 el Glen

)_"’)’)‘—"J}_’P}_Lcu_f.‘ )—L“J‘“"}—'A}—""j—l'pu—.’.‘»
S (e ey o Sem Aol O lam g Lo ol
s Yo e 9 ime CHlls Jeo Cilyg aSa

(Y8 N olile alia)

J=es it s o 5o Ll Calil Al o 534S S (Gl a5 350 0 Se aslsl 5o

S dlad | oV 5 Colal 450 copl ) g 48 55b Olad 5 G jguate ol 5 18 s o

aaShy a5 338 oo 5k Jle nen 4 55 sle 85 el S5 A 1y 0T 558 B me (L)

ada 4 035 |y (diined) bl 1l Lutaly & Jasb 5 A e oL s bl oo 0358 o @25 S
05 ely o 55 Lol g Coaliiad 5 dms oS (gl abaly . Sl> oo

FEEN o S5y demen dow (ant 53 6,5 M 0l 5 ke sy sal s S sn Alis 1S )



ToY [ VPP FA ol Y oyleid FY 6y98 0,5 logle sale Aoliliadgs

O el 2 55 A 5o llas JLeS s Jloy 5 adbl o cand 55 CwS ol g5050
G 4 Ao o hal 0T 53 IS G 45 G500 831401 4y 00 45 Ll At o)y 0l 50 28
ol Jaol LB (gl sl cpl 4SS o o Sle g (WY o AFA e ) (058 00l
iy Gylall b anle adle allly (a1 SUIS) ol Colg o a8 o S 5 s 5 L
Gl s oyl 5 Sl oyl L (S oo 3L ol 3 oo opl 4ST B (VA o lea) (Lae
N sl psdaie Lo sl e ond ol Sl o3l @3l 5o s o LB 4 Lo Sals sl S o8
aedle aS Hlen (WY o OFAY (gil) (sl JolS pludl las gas ad 50 0 5YL 3 s o jle
S Sy Lo e I o 3l S i plal 5 liBlAS ) oS A e )il (T 4 LB LD
5 00F o WAL GLLLL) (el a bl |y 5L o s Ad g (dulils |y 355 (GHles  unn
(LS e (pairi daeza) Tls g il "oy (obiass) oyl 4 45 ol Sl ol ST plod cadlal
Al e e (Ol Al ) e 1 4SSl 5 (70 e A L)
1l s she 5 ol A s Al el 4 okl BB Slal S5O0 ey olicde il
oA Ao L 3 0 G A 35 595 e )
) (S dle (e s o eI (e il O
(Y NEo) ol fe ilaa)
5 Lasaly ool dy JoalS ol cuoinmall Bl sl Ul a8 52 e &l 51 6L b b 0T 31 o 5
S o3 Sya by addal ol 955100 O sy aS Wl o ST JLE 5 Al o dais
el 5L 55 1 2l &S o ol B 2 S 0T JU oS
Jims gl S S S s oo as sl of Ju

(\¥S :olaa)

sliude o 9 o2, (ol JI5 31 a¥gll o35
Olime a8 o) alls [ (BL) & AT 5 (all) Lis JeS ol o8 Sl ool ¥ o5
3 A A - Gige B o (s e LYy 1 5l s & B 5 ile sl S
Sl ol el asﬁTM(aLb BEYGIENA| e B Y LT A 5 uS
2248 (i an o) ey B dames D e Sy g Lo Olos 33 3l 0 5 88 e 535 ) S
B e 5l 3 oy 5 OAT o Tl 2 B i o) (AS ol oS o33 ol il o3y

)‘ (AT .o lan) ((-CML:‘)\ rjb-j FA U _aen C&L’?} wLﬂ a9 U‘«" )‘ ﬁkf"'ﬁ“; ‘o) 45.).5‘50



¥y Ggike 33 528 ool (R oS 9 (3l il Sl | Y

e 5 0l 0l e dasl el 55 LT den S e s Ldl (G Slod gl allas o e ol oS
S (g S 4 3T 3 el 3bgs 534S Sl 35258 1 5550 48 Sl (Ghoes S (T B
Q_Et;i}-))\)Qij)jTu_nQb):év_ﬁJgLf)JMé_l}j\455"’}9)5‘5‘Mr.m.Jj&@
3 e 3l e Oladl ) 5 uS o bome i ety Clias plasd o 5Ky el o (adess
u.pudt_gﬂlv;uru&ﬁ;\j@lam@;uﬁfjﬁywﬁwtxﬁﬁ@ru@w
2500 oV g plen) (pl ool ma JIS ol 3 g ep o0l ) el W S e 5 LS e (Sl
39S o 54b 48 g ge el (gl add |y gl 1 S e (Silge S Vs @S b 53 s L
Ao hlador Lo s dae 51 15 Lo ol 5 Ak g 5 5o 51 Lo S bl o BB e 55 2540
Oy ) 5l S Sy adds T B ils S o SYsb 1y 5, o dighiss Gy G Ko diled Lis s
e Ly sl ol paio 03l ol 5o 5 (sl Sl o e 0 o i 5 A1 J g
(FYA XYV IS8 o ¥ 2 lon) (ol JT (o (gl Al g il o ol JT
ot a iy 55SUsS HUT 5 Vs o)yl s Sl 350y sdlites el )T ko UG 5 558505
Trae s BB e e ol 8y 51 s (s & 5 6 50 48 o ool 51 (S L
e 1y aills cﬁvjvsudjﬁ%j@@wﬁgdw\é\ML‘@MLZT@M!»;
PR e i ctale illae S 5L L Ll 5 s oo 55890 (g 5 2 Il oy
UL&\QTA{@J&&\ASg..)chlL;JJ.»Li&fw\gfbuibddwodererﬂi-jbjww
453 2 50 Sl (Ran 45 35 Sl 53 Lo¥s a5 45 l 4 (e 53 5 RS 8 (B (el S
LS o e 5 AL 3 gm0 w3l (Sl 45 0 5

4S 53 e ol cJ_B\JL;AHMQY}&)M@QY}H&\)WASJ)}?deﬁd‘
S 8 5 e e 3l Gl el den aS il e el Sly g gae o> cémqﬁ’ﬂjrﬂ}»
(OVF o F g6 i o) (1 50 O oS 3 s Caal 31 s alll s o 5 a5 el sle

G0 n U o8 ol 3 s ssb 45550 a 50 Lo Y| (S50 5o slile il
(03 gmad el ay pomn Lo o 53 |y oael Cdad el ) (e el e O)le

(88 N colids alia)

0P S s Dl O 0 b b5 <22 (2 ) (2o 5 AR o ¢ GLEET ] IV s (Sl o g (6 o ie 100 1S )

VA=A



ToF [ VFeFFA ol Y oyleid TV 6y98 0,5 logle sole Aoliliadgs

:M)w M\)\j S (:L: M‘WM)KJJJMJ\
o gl iS4 S ool

wﬂlwdjujQTu?&_w

plal T35y s oS> o
Al S ol 5 ol e
(FOY :lan)
gt gn 0dd 35 4 o) (6 s BB St 51 e S5 s LYl gls sl
Al s 53 ol jilae (b O ;8348 CNs WS Ol s o0 cpl bdide 4 0)lil 5l
Cﬂjajuwwddﬁjwszpl)%ﬁ)ﬁ((wdwlg)&md\»
a1y 01,8 o ol (il e SIsST L A Jade 5 e e (5 | ol 4S ¢ Jiad)) o
CoNan 515 1y 5l b 5 s oz 31 ol dam oS 58 ol (Sls 4l il 5 ol e 5355 0
o) SR ) gy 5 oo o A dalgE S54S Sl (b 3 S o (e (Sheses
G @ijm@a)w\ Sl €58 4 oS anils fuad

FAJQHJ\(JJ\MH r“"dj—’;}‘('—.’,)“:'—""f’t—’»

75l ol

H‘Jﬁ jl (:\J._:‘ )\ "‘i_"‘)i = 35 )‘ ~ o

() ol—ogo o.,\_’al.a)J_ﬂMC« ol ol ) d‘)—> sz.l_wju_p
(VF4-VFA s lea)
B cu.al..:'-)}_bi_g ‘;PMSJL“)@U\JNLQLA@JUM@Ebv.a)de)le

o S Jlslaaa ol
St o ol Sl 3l 53
ol s i e aan
Sl pdm o L3 il 5
bl e S S S
sl sl il
23 ez e 53 0

oSS ey Ceamy g b

J—s Ol 535, S 51 d> 3D
Gt o Ol sl 3l e
P PN YGRS S PO Y
Sl gz 35 o 2l 3 )
L..a.lalé"_.ia;&_&\ Slao, b
S— s ol Jab S el
e 5 a3 ()

J_QSJ_:C,&LQ_&J_LJOJJJ_:



PR ETPNT INEIT RN RS- JOICEPRN IR, I WELY I DY)

g osS s e B s 5 sl i O e SIS sl a s

(LS Commy pals WIls 55 Olld s Jiab o 51 S A S5
(10+-VF4 2 jlea)
Colg as (e, @ plie 4 a5 (QLAS Sy pal> VJLch., ) AT S £33 ¢l e 53
55 woliide e (O 51 Gas 2358 e 0dd enlyls Ly (b 5 by & AT 5 Lo Wl 5 Jles
ol Jl 534S S o S5 3lne 5T o 4 O15S) o e () oy SULod AT s

s (G 55 Lo

L olide jdlae o5 b o plos] pude o5 o8 Colia L o)l s ol Jos Sl 4 a5 L
dol 53 ol el il ) e sls iy L LT 1 348 Lo o G wax g
L g a8y pys Jtl 5 S oS3 (] pgp SILod & s 551y 3lae 5 Tke imy ol
O 3T (e des (G5 A0l cpl 53 4Gl @ a5 b 3 e 06 T Ol 4 el aladls Lo
o) el Gl Jeslo s oo jdlae (ol IS i sl B 5 IS e sl e 45 S i 0L SO

Zk;wv\ oﬁ_ﬁjw)).b

S 3] ss 5 (5o SRl
Lo Il 5 550 G5y S
Il AL s ey
st (s eyl i
eI oo S ot S e
55 0bas yidse,dad 1S4 S
sl 5Tl ol
o5 3 33 0l 31 s 33
Jds—3l 55 2 ) s aslia by

gk 65 0 b s el el

(183-18V :lan)

sl Il oy e 1ST
Sa s o ol il s, s
R BV P JE PO DU g
s el ol J—erl Lo
=B S e o 3l e
35 Ol & iz sl e
g Sl Sl e 53 1 OIS
el Ol SV sl
a5l s odal oo o

G5 Sl 39 ple

(sl 3 o ysno 4 el 3T 51 e oliide il a8 -l es &0l )3 39356 0l



Tor | VFFOPA Gl c¥ oylod TV 0490 )5 lougle cole Roliladgs

e
Tore sd ( 3 Jo sd
e

o A bl 5 uS e (B me (3T Lopls cnl She «Dll cpl 3 elinle i

FONE g 4 o)Ll (4 smwse b)) 53 ol (_}.A‘L: J6 v§>J\ Pgab 53 0% g alises ST 5o
&Lﬂ\)ﬁj&é\éﬂ‘&&é)) ZL\)@f&Sﬁbeé)ﬁjdf}&f@ (-2
O b G T35 i it S5 e s e all Lo alll Jgy 5 055 oo a5

A pabien 3l o Lol PAY o APML e ) (@i (3 @I B L ol l o Wli (2 5

55 Cal il 1y (s Do g din 458 oo 0l b el l (3T 200 5o 058 0
33 5 dtS o b 3l Ja B aS 3l 1) (Sl o 5VL ¢ JolS oLl g 3T Ll 5l 3l
L el aS gl Sl o 51 o Sl Jads cplie ol a0 onny 5 S Iy s T 0 il 5 o
el o 0Vl ol Slime 4 T &5 o5 ool S5 5 plis ¢ o ol i 518 oo 5y slasl g
Ol 48 (gt Sl gomgo dad (Bl ol (e i3 50 (5 ol 5 (0 5 JolS oS ol
Ol 5215 53 by et &350 025 ol 45 Sl (5 0l S5 250 03T 45 55 b 55 e
(u\M&ﬁ 053 dda) ples ol S8 a5 53 5 ol (S 5 ) @3l cpl el e
(B o ole o (S p3aS esl .ol gl ) VJ';)" Ol o3 ss ol ke 5 ol
Aol 58 ) ol 5525 820 3550 48 Cnngl 5 S 3 5 5l (0 (S5 5 Sl gl o)l 50
e b e Cod Bls Glime o0 ol Ll sy 3 (Sog sl 5 le B 513
(WVF o AVAY CoSail) (o] (ot 4y O 10 I8 chnds b 0
Cmrgh) Sl Il a4 3T .ol 0ol Jaoms |y (Lo 5 5550 1y T e oliile Salas
395 4 e oS amelm Aol AalS oyl 5 (sl @315 8L s g g0 gl on 5 51 sl Ll
Al e C‘L? T slide jibae 1y (gdul 5 (il gladl cpl 08V o ATAS . s o) (sl )
O 31 s 3 Bl go 1) 5l sls s (SLa 2oy 534S Lol o = oo eed 1 €l o Sy
O3 @lazul o) 53 pldl e G aludl 5 eSS L (s SUI 5 dons SUI & s s
doe S 45 oo cpl dSle olinde pibae . Lils o o) 31 e sl 5 peal o o g damen |y 5>

o}k:f-j‘jlu\.ﬂ..:Guj‘)b\))jSQg" S obﬁj‘j\J.;%Q\jwl.“ggjagblaQ))»ﬁ@é\su\.'»b&j‘)j}b



¥y Ggike 33 528 ool (R oS g (3l Sl o | Yy

1 g oo Sl LT (93525 5 5l 5 axails S

Ol do i Jghl 3 0l de SU g Ll
e G D A0 A &:*-:—W;’J‘—r"}‘-ﬂ—i\(v—’.'y
(()),’SM\PJ&‘)@'LAA.LE} >j)n\j.>faflﬁj\@lal.w‘

(WFAVS AE olide il
Ol ol 51 oy 4l 5 () |y S pla ) el gl 153 55 SLol S3L s 5
S psr pb el Lol 5l Colanud a5 4wl plel S5l e oBan e
elas b oo yatid Wl ds gz L S B
35 sle 5 3ol oa (gl aalS 59 s 0z Olgz bl plel Qg

(NF :olen)

¥ 1520 53 ars ylgl .0
b O3 LS oo e |y o 500 51 (6,503 s OVl omy o glate UL o G 55 el o
)\J)_AS)JS.USLSA th.a b OL;JP} UL“'.{‘j f))w\ )}.@L W&‘ ))}‘ 'J"é';LSA rb ((W)‘j.}‘))

Dad oo3ls LS )

M)‘,D‘
ot oololy oo P Ol
I II 1 1 1 ! 1
S0 o3
pe il £ N [ IS [ S AW Pl
§hes =Lgl) (i) 8 . o
Jgém) ok ) ) ils e
(ol [ (bl || (ls) | | (oiliaged
(e (bl
L 1
5 ¥ Y
Coo pladl | | Com pladl | ]| Cooes pladl
ele polhe] [ple polad| [pls e
el s ool g ool g




TeA [ VFFFA ol eY oyloi FY 6y98 0,5 longle sole Aoliliags

39890 3945 F
M.Ulyw;u@db)munﬂbdﬂﬁpj@bl cQ}quﬂ %%MQJJ&LS\J{)\

s sl YL ol Sps 31 ey oV el s dm e 51 o e pl e 5L
OT s a5 A8 ot o 5Le 5 (s ol @0 55 5 5l sl oIl (G oo (ol 5
8 oile Jalae olSus sl e s IS 5 lesl IS c_adhsl IS oy sl ol ol oS
ol 53088 31 sl e w33 w5 Jodows 4 3L (Al 3 5 (S A 51 el cpl Gl
amy bogy o O el Sy 5 ol iy o 5 (6,50 a3l 45T e oknny Ol 4 0

s ool Ao 50050

S 25 4o
4S ey s 4 Gl ¥l (65 5o ollidejdlie oal (e Lokl e s Ol ey
)l 5865 Sk ¢ ool Al a5 b aneds S 5 0,0 55055 ¢ oand ol l)
Olge i @ e gblyser 55 Co¥y Ogaian 5 plol s g plulids s O iy St 4z s Lol
ande SLb e 5 slale 5 ogi ancd OB i (g e 050 ) Gl el SV oo 0 5L
At ezl 5 disle e o g 51 058 31 (08l Qe il iy 4SS L sl 35k
Sype by ) i (T a8 Slaalia il 3l Lol cCusls anmads (slade 8,03 50 1) 5l ol ed BB
el g Sl b e s ldes o) 3l Sle Selide jalae .l am s B 33 Kl esls I 3w
o) 3 el 03,8 b5 s (5520 B 3 |y e AS500 g 5l (§3 55 5 ALy L
3 gt Sl milinlilr 58 Je 35S Slacws 53 oYy Jool 4 a5 < a5l 0) 50 SO s
P Y [ RS ICIN IS LR LA VNS I UCED YUY U I W - YO
S5 8l 0y 5 S5 3oL Sl s ) (Cosl] 5 ST 5 LS @ZQBM\ 51 eslizul Lf)(ﬁj.ﬁlﬂ
bl bl oS ol 15 51 ol iy SO ol (00 ol iSa Jlsls S o5l el LS
Rl 0392 G 03l )3 (p Sine iy Sl 5l RS G0 5 AS 0 oS NS 80 (5 e Ol
(2SS a8y e il 45 558 g0 Lty (e 5 Sl 5l N S ) e <08

513 UL 5 ) S8 ke

AAY=VE0 2 2o SVl as gas ¢S (5 5le (el jiom ds SBT3 Coasel (I Alis 1S )

VY=2 2 a 10),503 5 LASI o3 Lo Yl ey (6520 23 et 5 e e 5 Jlo s 1S Y



RO EPNT NP RN RS JONC EPRRTIge. I WEL Y I T}

&b

s 015

D ga g eSS QM\ 2 el e o) ((AYYQ) ol 5y pdeses ( plaaY1 jsgamdl ol ol
(O o831 Sl Sl sz 5 3]l adeadd 5 CaaSm g5t (S5 e o] (S Ol
RSERIN]

".5 :\:A,LGEJF U,:M:)J.A WL> cll..\.:>-5ﬂ\)) c(d \YQ/\) (d}.Lp @:) M gj" «_;LPJ J.A.?‘ cwé M«yb u.;‘

.Q)J:.g 4))[..,9 )‘) ‘LSJJ".' ¥ ‘((A:&J\ C)\?}fd\ ) ‘(Ls J) (u‘."\'” 6>uo) L;LF«UJM ‘(s u.:\

m.ab)lf c((J}-}.ﬁ dowo Jo-}c Jl.ou\.wu J:Jodj @ojﬂ «((VSQJ\ u.pj,..a})) c(“”/\@) uiJJ‘ R S U“
J}‘G:Q\]@S

u‘;@.’i c«j!).a c&fb& Joeo w;j C:ag..pj ‘«VSQJ\ uprnb)) c(\“AQ) U'ﬁ'U‘ 2 U”\

dj‘ ch‘;@.}' c&.b\;@.a ch)‘.J 41.3:)}“ Sdgs j\.,orjs ‘(lb\n')j S99 ‘u:;ij';\)) c(\\‘/\\‘)%ﬂj ‘j""‘:ﬁﬁ‘

(B O ) LI s $5 5 b 500 OVF ) Sed s csuds 3!
3 deole 85

Ol'..""“..'“‘j‘ g..;knﬁ Lo io.>)3 ‘u.,JS 6ju @.>;.A'; c(()\jl\.l\ C...A 9 )\J,.-N\ c\g—)) ¢(\\~/\\) ode> e ‘qu.AT
ub@.’:’ cg):}Ln) c‘_;l.d.l’

\O-YY Y EJLQ.:: ‘)Lé-i ‘Q\Jl\ o\sf c((éwb} c)L’léb.) 4SJA QL‘.S;ﬁ )L:v)) ‘(\\’V‘\) ('..:A‘J:‘ Joeo ‘(.s}i)L.f. JL’L«@LY

ylaadl 5l sl oV T e Dl By (i 3 ) A 0Ll s Bsead) (\Y£4) el (Ssob

«((Qg.\j)jéf\gobfjﬁja QW\JM cv.]a..»} o}}):w&%"} sz.}m CJL;})) c(\Y‘/\V) f‘d'é'& cvs}")\i.
TV G oS - ands g fagh anldae

Clr s L) e o B0 B s 28 2 ) o) OTVO) s 6,0l
Ol oKl

O oDl sl 5 Kb Ol SN jogad 25 53 eaghdesnd ((VFVA) o (el 8313y
Jsl ol

R E G Uy e T S Y- &S 5 Sy ) Jeon «(V74Y) LS 5 e ol 241 el
TV bl ol s

‘Q»jd‘\}\:}\.’s\hﬁ ‘((4;;:,3)_3 6;JL¢ OL.’.J"'J}L"°J‘:'."\§ O)""J:i J:.'.Aj};)) ‘(\Y‘/\O) doeo Lo c‘_gj,,'a)

.r).} ch‘;@b‘ sj:]al.m‘ s((é,}o\w\ U:;ﬁ» c(\qu) U;ﬁ)") cd@u



e [ VFFPA ol eY oyleid TY 6y98 0,5 logle sole Aoliliadgs

C)LG).JG.A m.)b' o> JJL& i.o}}}' c((kgﬁjl\ 43\..») Cfljw} ‘Q\bf‘ &)o)) c(“‘/\“) W“"M ‘J_LLLL
('.; cu;ﬁb

('.3 J)M 0 C‘LSJ.@.]M u...aSJA L:';)JL-’:} YR ‘((M\S)Ulj)jwdy\)) (G LS’) MM ‘&Lbuo

.Qj;:.g ‘g;-’)"” ;.th\)b d(;ﬁ.ﬂ\ @L& s'-\:;-\)) ¢(U kf’) Ja>eo .J~.AL>-ﬁ‘ cv.”};

“_;%JLi r‘)@..: )h;ﬂ) ‘&}xhw U’-‘a‘ oo &.ij.JJj ‘_s)jTCa} AN\ a8 g ) ‘(\\‘/\f) ng;u ‘LJ"JS
JJ‘G“)‘J@S cd.:&?

%«"\be cLsJJ}}TM) &)u.é J..S‘ g;& L}Z}r.ﬁ «((;}\SA\)) c(\\c'\/) dbwl U” ujj;gi UJ Joeo 45'?[5
sl I axdall ()l can DNl

€)L@,>7- G.‘O‘Jé ;rLf- :7‘5 I} Lgu J..l;- ((9;&\:\3@))) (QO\YVY) JLPM ‘LSJ'.’.J‘: u,a)Jw

d}‘ chb@; ‘U"hﬂ QLA\J ‘L,wl (JL> L.:AA.LL&AJ@M' ‘(()\r;\l\ﬁ.g)) ‘(\\‘~\)623.xw ‘JLA;JLEA

LDJAW w;j s_d.«JU (C)\\?u é&w) (Sgp2s yp 3 CnS Jj.,d:'} G..i.:n c(\\‘VO) o> e c;ﬁ.}
O S (S

SN\ a8 gaen ‘OJBM )JU Lo 3.@';’ (sl ul&:—) delu\;'- quﬂy k._a-l\-;)) ‘(\‘“‘\Y‘) Oy Lo cj..z”

JL..» ‘th.:b ‘J.p\...u;.AS&«iJ:» ‘“;;.’J“Q'.")g;‘.:‘:‘a‘).)} 4.:\%.,\3“) 4(\‘“‘\?) e ‘gﬁ")ﬁj &)Lﬁ 4;5&5}
Y u:: ‘v.«i\«il

S e 5 D) 23S Wors ¢ glon QBT Sidew 3y (ks 2550 «OVFO) il I ¢ olon

i Sad E)Lo.:u



___SOPHIA PERENNIS

Year 22, Issue 2, Autumn & winter 2025, Serial Number 48

The Reciprocity of ‘Influence’ and the Five Presences: Jamr’s

Golden Chain and Ibn al-‘Arab1’s Bezels of Wisdom

Kavianifar, Farinaz

PhD candidate in Religion and Thought Systems (Religions et systémes de pensée), Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris.
Laboratoire d’études sur les monothéismes, LEM - UMR 8584. (farinaz.kavianifar@etu.ephe.psl.eu)

ABSTRACT

This article investigates how ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami (d. 898/1492), conceptualizes the principles of
influence (ta'thir) and receptivity (ta’aththur) in Silsilat al-Dhahab through the lens of Ibn al-
‘Arabl’s (d.638/1240) Fusas al-Hikam and the doctrine of the Five Presences. Through an

intertextual, ontological, and phenomenological approach, the study argues that Jami’s reception of

Akbarian thought is not limited to doctrinal transmission, but constitutes a sustained reflection on
the ways in which beings act upon, receive from, and are transformed by one another across the
spiritual, imaginal, and corporeal realms. By examining Jamr’s poetic treatment alongside Ibn al-

‘Arabl’s metaphysical exposition, the article demonstrates that influence functions not merely as an
ontological principle, but also as an ethical and spiritual framework for the cultivation and
refinement of the soul.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Central Inquiry

This article examines the reciprocal logic of “influence” (ta’thir) and “influenced”
(ta’aththur) in ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami’s (d. 898/1492), Silsilat al-Dhahab, the opening
mathnawt of the Haft Awrang, in light of Tbn al-‘ArabT’s (d.638/1240) Fustis al-Hikam
and the later Akbarian doctrine of the Five Presences (al-hadarat al-khams). While
modern scholarship has frequently emphasized the general impact of Ibn al-
‘Arabl upon JamT's metaphysics, poetry, and defense of wahdat al-wujid in the
Timurid milieu, this study focuses more narrowly on the operative structure of
influence as an ontological, anthropological, and ethical principle. It argues that
JamT’s reception of Akbarian thought is not limited to doctrinal transmission or
poetic praise of al-Shaykh al-Akbar but involves a sustained meditation on the
ways in which beings act upon, receive from, and become transformed by one
another across the visible and invisible orders of existence.

Methodological Framework

Methodologically, the article is grounded in intertextual analysis, insofar as it
reads JamT's poetic elaboration of influence alongside Ibn al-‘Arabi’s doctrinal
exposition in the Fusiis al-Hikam. This intertextual approach is further
supplemented by phenomenological and ontological modes of inquiry:
phenomenological, in its attention to the lived and experiential dimensions of
receptivity, perception, companionship, and spiritual transformation; and
ontological, in its concern with the metaphysical status of influence across the
hierarchies of being. By bringing these approaches together, the article seeks to
identify not only conceptual continuities between Ibn al-‘Arabi and Jami, but also
the interpretive transformations through which Jami renders Akbarian
metaphysics into a poetic anthropology of the soul.

Jamr’s Akbarian Context and the Five Presences

The article first situates Jami within the intellectual and spiritual environment of
fifteenth-century Herat, where Nagshbandi sobriety, Timurid courtly patronage,
and debates over the unity of being shaped the reception of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
teachings. Jami emerges as a decisive mediator of Akbarian doctrine, defending
Ibn al-‘ArabT’s legacy in prose commentaries such as Naqd al-Nusts fi Sharh Nagsh
al-Fusiis and his commentary on the Fusis al-Hikam, while also rendering Akbarian
teachings into Persian poetic form. Against this background, the study turns to
the Five Presences as a conceptual framework through which the hierarchy of
influence may be understood. In the Second Entification, or wahidiyyah, the
Divine Names exercise influence upon the immutable entities (al-a'yan al-
thabitah), which receive their determinations from the Names. This polarity of
active and receptive, giver and receiver, is then reflected throughout the
subsequent realms: the intelligible, imaginal, and material orders. Yet the article
emphasizes that such relations possess only relative efficacy, since, according to
the Akbarian vision, God alone is the ultimate source of influence. This claim
allows Jami to preserve both ontological hierarchy and divine unity without
collapsing the created order into autonomous causality.

Imaginal Mediation and the Receptivity of the Soul
A central portion of the study concerns the Imaginal Realm (‘alam al-mithal) as the
intermediary between the spiritual and corporeal domains. Drawing upon Jamt’s
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verses in Silsilat al-Dhahab, the article shows how imagination functions as a
faculty of reception: it receives forms descending from the intelligible world
while also preserving impressions rising from the sensory and material world.
This reciprocal movement gives the soul a critical role in mediating between
unseen realities and embodied experience. The human being, as microcosm and
vicegerent, contains all presences within himself and is therefore uniquely
capable of both receiving divine effusion and exerting influence upon the created
order. In Jamt’s poetic anthropology, the Perfect Man (al-insan al-kamil) is the
consummate locus of this reciprocity. Having actualized the Divine Names and
Attributes within himself, he becomes, by divine permission, an efficacious
presence in the cosmos and the final cause of creation. The study thus reads
JamT’s account of human perfection as inseparable from cosmological mediation,
spiritual receptivity, and ethical responsibility.

Corporeal Constitution, Spiritual Receptivity, and the Ethical and Social Dimensions of
Influence

The article then extends this ontological account into the domain of
anthropology and spiritual discipline. Through Ibn al-‘Arabt’s discussion of the
conception of Jesus in the fifteenth chapter of the Fusiis al-Hikam, together with
JamT’s interpretive comments, the study examines how spiritual realities affect
corporeal constitution (mizaj), and how the recipient’s preparedness determines
the form and degree of reception. Mary’s psychic state, Gabriel’s imaginal
mediation, and Jesus’s exceptional constitution demonstrate the intimate
relation between body, soul, temperament, and spiritual receptivity. Jami further
develops this principle socially and ethically by warning that companionship,
environment, sensory intake, and collective worship all impress themselves upon
the soul. Righteous companions and the presence of the Perfect Man may elevate
a community, whereas corrupted souls may transmit deficiency. In this respect,
ta’thir becomes a bridge between metaphysics and moral practice, linking cosmic
order to the everyday regulation of perception, association, and conduct.

Conclusion: Influence as a Principle of Spiritual Vigilance

By reading Silsilat al-Dhahab alongside Ibn al-‘Arabi’s Fusiis al-Hikam and the
Akbarian doctrine of the Five Presences, this article argues that “influence” is not
merely a metaphysical abstraction, but a practical principle for the cultivation
and protection of the soul. Jami presents the soul as a receptive field whose
growth or corruption depends upon what is allowed to enter it, whether through
imagination, companionship, environment, or embodied perception. The study
therefore concludes that Jamt's Akbarian anthropology offers a model for
rethinking spiritual vigilance in the modern world, where the Sacred is
increasingly obscured by material dispersion and sensory excess. From this
perspective, the body and soul are not separate or competing entities, but an
integrated unity whose refinement is essential to the pursuit of human felicity
and perfection.
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Introduction

An eminent commentator on Ibn al-‘Arabi’s works is the fifteenth-century Persian polymath
Niur ad-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami (d. 898/1492), who emerges as a pivotal figure within the
intellectual and mystical landscape of his time. Recognized as a defender of the Akbarian
doctrine within scholarly debates in Iraq and in his residence of Herat, Jami’s reverence for lbn
al-*Arabi is palpable in both his poetry and prose. Jami commenced his educational pursuits at a
young age in his hometown of Jam in Khurasan. His exceptional aptitude for the religious
sciences prompted his father, Nizam al-Din Ahmad, to relocate the family to the cultural capital
of the period, Herat, in order to accelerate Jami’s studies. Within only a few years, Jami was
recognized as an erudite scholar and successfully completed his training under acclaimed
teachers in both Samargand and Herat. He mastered a wide range of disciplines, including
Islamic theology, Qur’anic exegesis, hadith, Arabic grammar and literature, astronomy,
mathematics, and music.

Jam1’s early exposure to the mystical tradition likewise occurred at a young age, when he
received the blessing of a major Sufi shaykh, Khwaja Muhammad Parsa (d. 822/1420). His formal
initiation took place in the middle period of his life, when he joined the Nagshbandiyyah order.
The sufism prevalent in this period was characterized by its close alignment with theology and
religious creed, as exemplified in the preaching method of Jami’s master, ‘Ubayd-allah Ahrar (d.
895/1490).> In contrast to certain strands of Khurdsani Sufism that emphasized ecstatic
intoxication, the sufism of Jam1’s time leaned toward sobriety and a sustained focus on religious
doctrine. Within Timurid scholarly circles, moreover, a polemical current developed around the
doctrine of the unity of being. While followers of Zayn al-Din Khwafi (d. 838/1435) rejected it,
those aligned with the school of Sayyid Qasim Anwar (d. 837/1434) embraced it During the
apex of the Timurid dynasty—years that coincide with the most consequential period of Jami’s
life—an intellectual shift occurred toward broader acceptance of Ibn al-‘Arabi’s teachings.
Alongside his Nagshbandi companions, Jami played a vital role in transmitting Akbarian
teachings across diverse sectors of society, to such an extent that its widespread
acknowledgment even entered the Timurid courts.®

JamT’s significant contribution to the reception of Ibn al-*Arabi in the Herat Timurid court is
especially evident in his poetic compositions, which praise Shaykh al-Akbar # and elucidate his
doctrines—most notably those pertaining to the Unity of Being (wahdat al-wujid), the Perfect
Man (insan al-kamil), and the Five Presences (hadarat al-khams). As a devoted follower, Jami’s
commitment to Ibn al- ‘4rabi’s teachings was so profound that he actively engaged in public
debates, forcefully challenging misconceptions and steadfastly reaffirming Ibn al-‘Arabi’s
rightful position. Jami’s most noteworthy works aligned with the Akbarian school include his
Asha‘at al-Lama‘at (a commentary on ‘Iragi’s Divine Flashes), his commentary on Ibn al-
Farid’s Ta’iyyah, Lawa’ih, Sharh al-Fusis al-Hikam, Naqd al-Nusis fi sharh Nagsh al-Fusiis,
and his heptad mathnawr entitled Haft Awrang.

A considerable body of scholarship has addressed the influence of Akbarian doctrine on
Jami’s writings; however, for the purposes of this study, | undertake a focused examination of
the principles of “influence” (¢a thir) and “influenced” (fa’athur) in Jami’s work in light of
Shaykh al-Akbar’s teachings. Due to the limitations of the present study, only the first book of

1. Najib Mayil Haravi, Jami (Tarh-i Naw, 1999), 22.

2. Mayil Harawvi, Jami, 29.

3. lbid, 30.

4o s 9 iS e ;')l:éT (ol omen C":” 4> ,»» Nir ad-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad Jami, Mathnawi-i Haft
Awrang, vol. 1, ed. Asghar Janfida et al., with A‘la Khan Afsahzad (Markaz-i Mutala‘at-i IranT: Daftar-i Nashr-i

Mirath-i Maktab, 1997), Bk 2: Line 4485.
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Jami’s Haft Awrang, entitled Silsilat al-Dhahab, will be analyzed, in addition to selected
sections of his commentaries on both the Nagsh al-Fusis and the Fusis al-Hikam. 1 will
examine the multifaceted relationship between “influence” and “influenced” through
ontological, anthropological, and societal lenses. The definition of “influence” varies in each
mode of existence, or as Ibn al- ‘Arabr puts it, across the different ‘presences’. Nevertheless,
what may be stated in universal terms is that at each level of existence or presence, there is an
actor (the influencer) and a receiver (the influenced). Within this relation, one role is active
(construed in traditional symbolic terms as masculine), whereas the other is receptive (construed
as feminine). This ever-occurrent cycle of ‘cause’ and ‘effect’ is not only vital for understanding
Ibn al-‘Arabi’s mystical ontological vision, but also essential for grasping the reciprocal
relationship between man, the world, and God. The concept of ‘influence’ is particularly
necessary in the context of the modern world, in which the Sacred has been substantially
marginalized. In order to fulfill the created role of the man—described as existing “in His
Image”* —Shaykh al-Akbar and his followers, including Jam, argue that we must safeguard our
spiritual and material intakes so as to remain receptive to the Divine. Thus, by considering the
notion of spiritual and material ‘influence’, Jami follows Ibn al-*Arabi’s vision in portraying the
aforementioned principle’s pertinence to the assertion of man’s lofty stature on earth.

Ontology: The Five Presences

The Five Presences constitute a well-established concept in Akbarian ontology. It should be
noted, however, that it was not until al-Qunawi (d. 673/1274) and al-Faraghani (d. 699/1300) that
this doctrine was systematically classified into individual presences.? The Five Presences, as
conventionally formulated, comprise: 1) the First and Second Entification; 2) the Realm of the
Intellect; 3)the Realm of the Imaginal; 4) the Realm of the Material; and 5) the Perfect Man.?
The notion of ‘influence’ is witnessed with particular clarity in the Second Entification, or
wahidiyah. Jami notes in his Naqd al-Nusis that at this level of existence, there are “influential
acts,” which are also referred to as divinity (ulihiyah).* He elaborates that the Second
Entification is the origin and source of both the very nature of influence and the condition of
being influenced. Al-wahidiyah is understood as a gradation of existence that encompasses the
Divine Names (asma’) and the immutable entities (a ‘yan al-thabitah). As the Names exercise
their power of influence, the immutable entities function as their recipients; the Names are
active, whereas the entities are passive. A similar pattern may be observed across the subsequent
realms or gradations of existence. For instance, the immutable entities exert influence over the
Realm of the Intellect, while the Realm of the Intellect is, in turn, influential with respect to the
Imaginal Realm. Where one acts, the other receives. In essence, every atom is a participant in
this ongoing affair of giving and receiving. Yet, this is merely through a relative lens.
Ultimately, God alone is the true influencer, as it is said that “no being is influential other than
God.” In this view, and one consonant with Ibn al-‘Arabi’s unity of being, the Divine is the
source of all causality and influence, and the sole truly active agent. Jamf illustrates this unity in
his poetry:

1. (5350 Jo e3 A

Muhammad ibn Isma‘l al-Bukhari, Sahih Al-Bukhari, Kitab al-Istidhan, Bab Bad’i al-Salam, no.6227, and
Muhammad Bin Ali Ibn Babawayh, Al-Tawhid Sadig (Jama’ah al-Mudarisin Fi al-Hawza al-‘limiyyah Bi Qum, 152.
2. William Chittick, “The Five Divine Presences: From A-Qunawi to Al-Qaysari,” The Muslim World 72 (1982): 107.
3. For further reading, refer to Jam1’s introduction in his Naqd al-Nusds Fi Sharh Nagsh Al-Fusds.

4. Nir ad-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad JamT, Naqgd Al-Nusis Fi Sharh Nagsh Al-Fusis, ed. Jalal al-Din Ashtiyani
and William Chittick (Mu’asisah Pajuhishi Hikmat wa Falsafah Iran, 2003), 39.

5. Y sl 5y Y

(Pazhthishgah-i ‘Ulam-i Insant va Mutala‘at-i Farhangi, 2001).
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“From the mentioned truths?,

the inner abodes were manifested.

Though concealed within the Essence,
Like a mirror, it was revealed.

The interior forms appeared as exterior,
Contingency’s guise veiled Necessity.®
The interior images of the Necessary,

were adorned in each contingent’s color.
Appearing numerous to the observing gaze,
Yet one in Essence, myriad in display.”

Elsewhere Jami1 alludes to the hadith of the “Hidden Treasure” * and writes,
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1. Nar al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, in Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, ed. Murtaza Mudarris Gilani (KitabfurGsht Sa‘di,
1972), 70.

2. In its preceding verses, Jam1 references the second entification, which in this case are the “mentioned truths”.
3. Jami employs philosophical terminology in this poem, invoking necessity (wajib) or the Necessary
Being (wajib al-wujid) and contingency (imkan) or contingent being (mumkin al-wujad). In Islamic
philosophy, the Divine is understood as the ultimate Necessity, whose existence depends on nothing
beyond itself. All other beings, by contrast, are regarded as contingent, insofar as their existence is
dependent upon another.

4. (G el S a3l s G e o cob Lisea 1335 <0 "'l was @ Hidden Treasure and loved to be known.

Therefore, | created the Creation that I might be known."
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“What is that treasure? The treasure of God’s own Essence.
And those jewels? The jewels of the Names.

The Names lay hidden in the Essence,

then shone forth in the manifestation of creation.

The Names possessed a secret Beauty,

yet through the ranks of contingency,

that hidden Beauty, in a single gleam,

appeared in the mirrors of possibility.

Every blessed beauty, every radiant perfection
scattered throughout the world—

know it as a ray of that Beauty and Perfection,
unfolded in detail from the gathered whole.?

Behold, for example, the attribute of Knowledge,
Manifested in Manifested in the display of the savant.
It is the Knowledge of the Real made manifest,

yet clothed in degrees of limitation.”

In explicating the Unity of Being, JamT offers the Divine Attribute of “knowledge” (ilm) as
an illustrative example. Referring to a Qur’anic verse, he states that the human slate is, in reality,
unwritten, and that it is the Divine who inscribes upon it any and all forms of knowledge. He
further maintains that the knowledge granted to scholars is, in essence, nothing other than Divine
Knowledge, albeit delimited within the conditions of the material world. This illustration may be
extended to any of the Divine Names or Attributes, and thus serves as corroboration for the
earlier claim that God alone is the exclusive exerciser of influence.

In Qur’anic vocabulary, the world is comprised of the ‘seen’ (shahadah) and the ‘unseen’
(ghayb). Within the framework of the Five Presences, the unseen may be identified with the first
two entifications, whereas the seen encompasses the remaining subsequent realms. In different
terminology, the two initial entifications—constituting the first presence—are characterized as
‘real’ or ‘divine’ (hagqi), whereas the remaining realms are regarded as ‘created’ (khalgi). It is
crucial to recognize, however, that influence may emanate from any mode of existence to
another. Accordingly, there are circumstances in which individuals are influenced by the unseen,
while in other instances influence originates in the seen. The principal intermediary between
man and the unseen is the Third Presence, or the Imaginal Realm. Within this realm, the soul
(nafs) not only receives from the divine realms but also absorbs imprints from the material
world. It therefore becomes imperative for the soul to remain attentive to its daily sensory inputs,
while simultaneously engaging in purification (tazkiyah), so as to render itself receptive to the
inflow from the wellsprings of the Divine. Jami explains,

1. Nar al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, ed. Murtaza Mudarris Gilant (Kitabfurdsht Sa‘d1,
1972), 69.

2. Referring to the first entification that does not hold any type of differentiation.
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“What lies beyond the reach of the senses

is wholly clear to the folk of unveiling.

Its dwelling is the imaginal realm,

and imagination is the ear by which it is heard.
That meaning is grasped through inward hearing;
the outward ear is deprived of it.”

The poem’s opening line maintains a direct connection to the preceding discussion of the
seen and the unseen. Jami explains that although what is deemed unseen to the outward senses
remains imperceptible externally, it is nonetheless manifest to those endowed with inner vision.
He further notes that the faculty corresponding to the imaginal realm (mundus imaginalis) is the
imagination. In this state, the ear becomes an active conduit for the soul’s imaginative activity,
thereby underscoring the importance of vigilant attention to one’s sensory intake. It is also
essential to recognize that the contiguous imagination (khayal muttasil) enables reception from
the material domain—for example, through audition—whereas the discontiguous imagination
(khayal munfasil) is implicated in receiving from the intelligible realm. Jami elaborates,

Oles o 3 sl JB ol Hlessb Al a2
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“All that descends from the spirit’s domain,
Bears a mold in its respective terrain.

That which ascends from the earthy clay,
Adopts a form in the realm it displays.”

It should be noted that Ibn al-‘Arabi refers to the imaginal realm as the heart (qalb)?, a
designation that reflects its isthmus-like (barzakhi) character. It is through the very existence of
the imaginal that the material order is able to sustain a relation with the spiritual. Whatever
descends to the soul possesses both form and origin in the realm, or ‘presence’, that precedes it,
while whatever occurs in the lower world likewise impresses a corresponding form upon the
imaginal. The importance of the human being within this reciprocal cycle of influence derives
from his status as the “vicegerent on earth” (khalifatallah)®. Created in the image of the Divine,
man encompasses within himself all presences or modes of existence. It is through this inherent
affinity (sinkh) between the material and the spiritual that man possesses the capacity both to
exert influence and to be influenced across diverse planes. Jami explains,

1. Jam1, Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, 56-57.

2. Ibid.

3. Muhyt al-Din Ibn al-‘Arabi, Al-Futihat al-Makkiyyah (Dar Sadir, 1968), 313.

4. Qur’an 6:165.

“He is the One Who has placed you as successors on earth and elevated some of you in rank over others, so He
may test you with what He has given you. Surely your Lord is swift in punishment, but He is certainly All-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.”



320 | Bi-quarterly scientific journal Sophia Perennis, Vol. 22, No.2, 2025

Sl 5 5 5 Gl Do cpalr (B 5 S 02D
e Slio 5 3> Db ¢ osenan § Conl fooms asend
SoSe i Jatho «Dop o B b Jrate

G Jbe e I S ol (B8 Doy Jaes 5 b

Iy 35 ) I3 55 5 a8 das Oldes ) s S

2B 5 e oA e 5 e 0 5 Sl e o
&M}\)Q)ﬁ&ﬁwgvjb&u}}‘w

5 Olam 5 D L O el S QS Al 5 SO oal
3 03 s 35 5 523 D e 5] 3 ALl L 5 SO D50
Spmea hedp Al gy e ol o Sy DTS
Sbaz o g ekl ST Sh & pam Jlor oS 55

Obs 2503 13- (55 3 35 Olg 55 LS 8 3 e

2l e gl s s 5eb 551y Gl

(1) b ,e JWS ehae Sl 5 oy o o 54 3,0 4315

“What is man? An all-embracing isthmus,

where creation and the Real are both made present.
A comprehensive book—and its inner meaning:
God’s Essence and His inimitable Attributes.
Joined to the subtleties of the Realm of Power 2,
containing the realities of the Angelic Dominion.
Inwardly drowned in the ocean of Unity,
outwardly parched on the shore of separation.

Not one Attribute of God exists,

that doesn’t show its trace in him.

He mirrors the Knower, the Hearer, and the Seer—
the Speaker, the Willer, the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful.
And likewise, the realities of the world,

all of them are enfolded in him.

From celestial spheres to elements,

from mineral and plant to every living creature.
The script of good and ill is written in him,

1. Jam1, Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, 68.

2. In sufi cosmology there are five realms named respectively: nasat, malakat, jabardt, lahdt, hahdt.



The Reciprocity of ‘Influence’ and the Five Presences: JamT's Golden Chain and Ibn al-‘Arabi’s... | 321

the temper of demon and beast is kneaded into him.
If he were not the mirror of the Abiding Face,

why would the angels bow in prostration?*

He is the reflection of the Pure Presence’s beauty,
if Iblis did not grasp it, what matter?

Whatever lay hidden in “I was a Hidden Treasure”,
God made manifest in him, unveiled to sight.

In creation’s coming-into-appearance,

his very being is the final cause.

for gnosis is the reason for that unveiling,

and he is the locus where gnosis reaches perfection.”

As noted above, the sole influencer is the Divine; nevertheless, the Perfect Man—having
actualized all that has been bestowed upon him—assumes an analogous role in this context,
albeit only by God’s permission (idhn-Aliah). The Perfect Man bears the totality of the Divine
Names and Attributes, and thus the universe falls under his possession and influence.? Jami
illustrates this claim by emphasizing that man was the ultimate purpose of creation, and that the
entirety of the cosmos was manifested for his sake alone.
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“Through him the circle closes, whole,

the last point meets the first.

A scripture holding all the signs?,

his being the end toward which all ends aspire.”

As the imaginal plane serves as a bridge between the material and the spiritual, the Perfect
Man functions as the intermediary between Divine Reality and creation. Through the Perfect
Man, the operation of the ‘acting agent’, or the efficacious ‘influence of the Names’, is
actualized. It is therefore unsurprising that Jami likens one who has attained such a lofty station
to the philosopher’s stone or the simurgh®, —both rare realities, concealed from the public eye.
He states,

1. Qur’an 2:34. “And 'remember’ when We said to the angels, “Prostrate before Adam,”1 so they all did—but
not Iblis,2 who refused and acted arrogantly,3 becoming unfaithful.”

2. Qur’dn, 45:13. “And He has subjected to you whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth - all from
Him. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give thought.”

3. Jami, Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, 70-71.

4. One must note that mushaf also is a reference often made to the Qur’an. In this case, a beautiful imagery is
provided of the Qur’dn and its dydt, or verse. This can also imply the allusion that the Perfect Man is one who is a
‘walking Qur'an’.

5. A legendary bird in Persian mythology which can also be translated as phoenix.
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“Likewise, whoever—though sprung from earth and given wings,
has not lifted his head to the summit of perfection.

Lies like a plant fallen flat upon the dust:

“man” is his name, yet not by right of understanding?.
Unless, by the sun-heat of knowledge and the water of deeds,
all his states are wholly transformed.

Till every mark of deficiency is lost in him,

as a wild green stalk is changed into wheat.

Then he abides in God unceasingly,

as food is effaced within the one who eats.

He rises above his own kind?,

the one who is truly worthy of this name.

But if you go in search of such a human,

whose acts and inward way are truly so.

You’ll find him under the wheeling dome of heaven,

as rare as the Stmurgh, as scarce as alchemy’s elixir.”

On the one hand, Jami repeatedly emphasizes the necessity of recognizing the human
being’s worth and significance; on the other, he draws attention to the metaphor he employs for
the soul’s spiritual growth and ascent. He maintains that it is through the integration of
knowledge ( i/m) and action (‘amal) that one may truly attain the lofty station of perfection. As
the human being refines the soul through knowledge, he thereby actualizes the latent divine
characteristics within his own nature. One who has thus actualized his constitution both receives
from the Divine and acts for the Divine. Accordingly, building upon the preceding discussion of
the Five Presences and their interrelationship in terms of influence, at the Fifth Presence, the

1. Jam1, Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, 74-75.

2. In this hemistich, Jami writes that when one falls to the ground like an unhealthy plant, one is not recognized
or named for one’s cognitive abilities. In Islamic philosophy, man is defined as hayawan al-ndatiq, an animal
endowed with speech. That which distinguishes man from other creatures is one’s cognition and ultimately one’s
encompassment of knowledge, and particularly those relating to the religious sciences.

3. Bani Adam, or the children of Adam is a widespread term in the Qur’an in reference to the logical definition

(now') of man.
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Perfect Man becomes—hby divine leave—the influencer of the entire created world (khalg).

Anthropology: Man and his Environment

Achieving the station of viceregency entails a practical prescription grounded in an
understanding of one’s constitution or temperament (mizaj). As noted in the section on
imagination, the faculties serve as points of entry to the soul. In ancient medicine, the subtle
body—composed of the four elements—gives rise to four constitutionst, each of which shapes
the manner in which the soul receives, responds, and acts. One of the aims of the religious law is
to establish and preserve a stable, balanced temperament and harmony of humors. Since every
action leaves an effect, it is held that with each unlawful or sinful act the soul becomes tarnished.
Yet the roots of the humors are traced back to one’s conception. The question of spiritual
influence upon the material plane becomes especially evident in the fifteenth chapter of the
Fusis al-Hikam, where Ibn al-*Arabi discusses the nature of Jesus’s conception. Ibn al-‘Arabi
states that Jesus was conceived through the “water” of Mary and the “moisture” of the imagined
breath of Gabriel.> Gabriel’s imaginal mediation thus contributed to Jesus’s spiritual
constitution, endowing him with the capacity to restore life to the deceased. Jami comments on
this chapter by cautioning that one must not misconstrue the aptitude and purity of the Holy
Spirit, for it is timeless and placeless. Accordingly, the spirit’s influence upon a given entity
corresponds to that entity’s temperament: it is the recipient’s constitution that determines its
disposition toward receiving the formless®  Commentators on the Fusiis al-Hikam thus
emphasize that if there is deficiency, the fault lies not in the spirit’s endowment, but in the latent
condition of the recipient. For instance, “Had he blown [his spirit] into her at that moment, Jesus
would have turned out too surely for any to bear, because of his mother’s state. When he said to
her, I am only a messenger of your Lord, come to give you a pure boy, her anxiety subsided and
she relaxed. It was at that moment that he blew Jesus into her.” # In this case, Mary’s distress
would have influenced, and been transmitted to, her child, thereby depicting the reciprocal
relationship between body, psyche, and soul. Jami explicitly notes that the mother’s state, and
that of the parents more generally, has a direct impact upon the child’s psyche and physique.

Jami proceeds to examine the reciprocal influences of souls and the ways in which such
influences may cultivate or corrupt one’s temperament, and thereby affect one’s state and
capacity to receive divine succor. In numerous poems, he reiterates the importance of choosing
righteous companions, likening a deceitful friend to a snake, in close resonance with the
Qur’anic image, “the day the wrongdoer will bite his hands.” ® Jami counsels his audience to be
attentive to their environment and companionship, for each soul, relative to its latent potential
for viceregency, possesses the ability to influence another. In one poem, he addresses
participants in congregational prayer, asserting that if even one person among those present in

1. The four constitutions are hot, cold, moist, and dry. The equilibrium of the individual’s elemental combination
results in that individual’s constitution or temperament. As elemental balance maintains an individual’s health,
temperament can also result in the suffering or beneficence of an individual. In Avicennian medicine, the
temperament composes the humors (akhlat) which characterizes an individual’s physical, mental, and social
state. The humors are named: blood, phlegm, yellow bile, and black bile. However, it should be noted that mizaj
is usually in reference to the humors in such discourse.

2. Nar al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, Sharh Al-Jami ‘ala Fusas Al- Hikam (Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyah, 2004), 329.
3.Jami, Naqd Al-Nusdis Fi Sharh Nagsh Al-Fusdas, 216.

4. Ibn al-‘Arabt and R. W. J. Austin, The Bezels of Wisdom, The Classics of Western Spirituality (Paulist Press,
1980), 175.

5. Qur’an, 25:27.
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the mosque is a Perfect Man, he will affect every soul in attendance. Indeed, Jami argues that
this is precisely the significance of communal prayer. He says,
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“From all, one prayer is rendered whole,

and on religion’s balance deemed most perfect. 2
Though others fall short of fullness, without doubt,
it is that one® whose grace overflows them all.
His influence reaches every soul,

as spirit’s streaming bounty quickens flesh.

By that same grace they find new life,

and taste the courtesies of servanthood.

Through heart-concord and shared endeavor,
each one’s savor passes into the next.

And to clear-eyed hearts of noble nature,

the contagion of states is bright and evident.”

Although influence may be fruitful and constructive, it can also assume negative and
deleterious forms. For instance, ‘Ubayd-allah Ahrar remarks in one of his letters that even a
single individual in a spiritually deprived state can affect the collective condition of those around
him, even while seated afar.* Ahrar therefore counsels his disciples to avoid such individuals—a
principle that Jami likewise follows. Elsewhere, in the Silsilat al-Dhahab, Jami narrates a story
from Sa‘d al-Din Kashghari (d. 860/1456), his primary initiator into the Nagshbandiyyah order,
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1. Jam1, Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, 163.
2. There are numerous narrations and prophetic sayings on the importance and superiority of communal prayer.
3. The Perfect Man.

4. ‘Ubayd-allah Ahrar, Ahwal Wa Sukhanan Khwaja ‘Ubayd-Allah Ahrar (Markaz Nashr Danishgahi, 2001), 276.
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“The transmitter said: “This long discourse,

cast in me a contrary turn.

Zayd’s temperament turns awry,

when he is marked with ‘Amr’s fever.

A vapor strikes Bakr’s brain,

when Khalid’s headache comes to rest.

I had a baker for a friend,

in solitude and in the crowd, we were of one accord.
At dawn he fed the oven fire,

its flame rose up from within my own chest.

When the mouth of his oven was all flame,

from my own mouth a bright tongue leapt out, delighted.
When his fire thus flared through me,

the Elder’s saying became clear.

that one man’s state can work an effect,

and leave its trace—within another.”

Jamt’s incorporation of such tales highlights the significance he accords to this theme. In the
final verse, he reminds his audience that what ought to be retained above all is the recognition
that every being possesses the capacity to influence another.

Conclusion

In view of the Five Presences, the ever-present principle of ‘influence’ and ‘influenced” may
be depicted in a multilayered fashion. Yet what is most important for the contemporary
individual is to recognize the necessity of observing one’s intakes—whether spiritual or
material—in order to maintain a fertile ground for growth and ascension. Jami portrays the soul
as a garden and advises that one must attend carefully to the seeds that are planted within it. If
the soul is tarnished through one’s environment, companions, and sensual intakes, one
ultimately impedes the manifold effusions of divinity.

Thus, at an ontological level, one must grasp the power and influence of the Divine Names
across the modes of existence. One must also remain attentive to the descent of Divine
Beneficence and cultivate receptivity to its bestowal. At an anthropological level, one must
recognize the vital role of the Perfect Man on earth. In order to benefit from such viceregency,
one must engage in constant reflection upon one’s environment and interactions so as to ensure
that the soul remains aligned with its destined state. On a societal level, it is vital to sustain
relationships with companions who uplift the spirit, and to remain seekers in the quest to
discover one’s true worth and purpose.

In summary, the profound influence of Ibn al-‘Arabi on ‘Abd al-Rahman Jami emerges as a
rich tapestry woven from intellectual, spiritual, and poetic threads. Jam1’s steadfast commitment
to defending and disseminating Akbarian doctrine—particularly within the Herat Timurid
court—underscores the enduring impact of lbn al-‘Arabi’s teachings on Jami’s intellectual

1. Jam1, Mathnawi-i Haft Awrang, 163-64.
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pursuits. Through both poetry and prose, Jami not only extols Shaykh al-Akbar’s virtues but also
engages the intricacies of his doctrines, especially the principle of ‘influence’ and ‘being
influenced’. The close analysis of this relationship, as reflected in Jami’s Silsilat al-Dhahab and
Naqd al-Nusiis, yields a nuanced account of the interconnectedness between the two figures. 1bn
al-*Arabi’s legacy, vividly refracted through Jami’s writings, extends beyond the confines of
their respective eras, leaving an indelible mark on Islamic mysticism and intellectual discourse.
As Jami navigates the domains of ontology and anthropology, the enduring echo of Ibn al-
‘Arab1’s influence continues to resonate, emphasizing the lasting relevance of their spiritual
dialogue and its impact on the trajectory of Islamic thought. Additionally, the timeless and vital
lessons embedded in such works merit careful consideration. The question of influence is not an
archaic topic devoid of value in contemporary times; rather, it may be even more urgent and
crucial as an object of sustained contemplation.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the relationship between beauty, mercy, covering (satr), and
adornment (al-zina) in the thought of Ibn ‘Arabl. The central argument of the
study is that beauty is not merely an aesthetic category but an ontological
principle that makes possible the relationship between the Real and the human
being. In this context, beauty is considered both as an attribute from the
perspective of the Real and as a relation (nisba) from the perspective of the
servant. From the aspect of the Real, beauty appears as an ontological reality
related to the manifestations of the divine names; from the aspect of the servant,
it emerges as the possibility of establishing a relationship with the Real.

The article first focuses on the distinction between Essence (al-dhat) and divinity
(al-ulihiyya). While the Essence is understood as the domain of absolute
transcendence beyond all relations, divinity becomes knowable through the
divine names. For this reason, the divine names are treated as the ontological
ground of the relationship between the Real and the human being. Ibn ‘Arabt’s
definition of the divine names as relations and dependencies (al-idafat) makes
possible both the gradation of manifestation and the graded structure of beauty.
The fact that the divine names are gathered under the attributes of majesty (jalal)
and beauty (jamal) demonstrates that beauty does not merely signify harmony or
pleasantness, but is also connected to power, manifestation, and all-
encompassingness.

The second part of the study examines the relationship between beauty and
mercy, particularly through the Qur’anic verse “My mercy encompasses
everything”. (7:156) According to Ibn ‘Arabi, mercy encompasses not only
goodness, beauty, and truth, but also evil, ugliness, error, and disbelief. However,
this all-encompassing character does not imply the legitimization of evil. On the
contrary, mercy constitutes both the ontological ground of creation (jjad) and the
possibility of servitude. At this point, the study emphasizes the essential
connection between beauty, creation, and mercy. Through Ibn ‘Arabl’s
interpretation of the hadith “Allah is beautiful and loves beauty,” the article
argues that the world was created in the image of divine beauty and therefore the
whole of existence should be understood as a manifestation of mercy.
Nevertheless, the article also raises the question of how ugliness, evil, and
deprivation are experienced within human existence. Drawing on Ibn ‘Arabt’s
interpretation of the polytheists” question “What is al-Rahman?”, it argues that
even what appears as deprivation may itself be a concealed form of mercy.

The third part of the article investigates how beauty and mercy are experienced
from the perspective of the servant through the concepts of covering, veiling
(hijab), and adornment. In Ibn ‘Arabt’s thought, covering is not merely something
that conceals reality; rather, it is one of the modes through which reality
becomes manifest. For this reason, there is not an opposition but a dynamic
relationship between covering and manifestation. Particularly in relation to the
divine name al-Ghaffar, covering becomes associated with forgiveness and mercy.
By discussing the relationship between the concepts of hijab, libas, and satr, the
article explores that existence itself possesses a structure that is both covering
and covered. The world is both a veil over its own reality and the locus of divine
manifestation. Thus, the veil is understood not as the opposite of truth, but as the
condition for its manifestation.
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Adornment constitutes one of the central concepts of the article. Through Ibn
‘ArabT’s interpretation of the verse “We have sent down clothing to cover your
nakedness and as adornment”,(7:26) adornment is approached both as the mode
of appearance of beauty and as a form of covering. Adornment is closely related
to the servant’s acts and to the concept of repentance (tawba). Particularly in
relation to the verse “the one whose evil deed has been adorned for him...”,(35:8)
the article argues that evil does not possess an absolute essence but is
experienced within a specific form of covering and appearance. Accordingly,
goodness and evil, beauty and ugliness, are not mutually exclusive absolute
categories, but relational structures that cover and disclose one another. Ibn
‘Arabl’s emphasis on the concept of transformation (tabdil) becomes especially
significant at this point. The transformation of evil into good becomes possible
only through the dynamic relationship between beauty, mercy, and covering.

In conclusion, the study argues that in Ibn ‘ArabT’s thought beauty must be
understood together with mercy and that both become manifest in human
experience through covering and adornment. Beauty and mercy are modes of
manifestation that render the human being powerless and reveal iftigar
(ontological poverty); servitude itself becomes possible precisely through this
condition of poverty. Beauty, therefore, is not merely an aesthetic issue, but an
ontological principle that establishes the relationship between being,
manifestation, mercy, and servitude.
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Introduction

Beauty carries meanings that unify the conceptual network necessary to understand Ibn ‘Arabi’s
thought®. In his thought, beauty is not merely an aesthetic quality but an ontological principle
that governs the manifestation of the Real in the world. Beauty has two dimensions: one as an
attribute (sifa) belonging to the Real (al-Haqq), and the other as a relation (nisba) pertaining to
the servant ("abd). Insofar as beauty expresses the nature of the Real, it appears as an attribute;
insofar as it makes possible the servant’s relation to the beauty of the Real, it appears as a
relation.

The relationship between the Real and the servant takes different forms according to the
manifestations of beauty and mercy. Yet these manifestations do not occur through pure
disclosure alone. In Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought, what is revealed may appear precisely through forms
of covering (satr), veiling (kijab), and adornment (al-zina). Covering is therefore not simply the
opposite of manifestation but may itself become one of its modes. This raises the question: How
is the relationship between beauty and mercy revealed in the realm of human experience?

To answer this question, this study follows a conceptual line that connects beauty, mercy,
covering, and adornment (al-zina). The aim is to illustrate that beauty in its aspect of the Real is
closely tied to mercy and elucidate how this mercy and beauty are revealed in the realm of
human experience.

First, the study argues that the fact that the divine names are relations (al-nisab) and
dependencies (al-idafar) makes possible the gradation of beauty. Since divine names function as
relational determinations, they make possible different levels of manifestation, and therefore
different degrees of beauty. For this reason, the subject is approached from two angles: that of
the Real and that of the servant. Secondly, the study examines the relationship between beauty
and mercy through Ibn ‘Arabi’s interpretation of the verse “My mercy encompasses everything”
(7:156). Finally, it discusses how mercy and beauty from the aspect of the Real become manifest
in human experience through adornment functioning as a form of covering. Adornment, as an
element of beauty, possesses not only a revealing aspect but also a concealing one, especially
when considered in relation to the divine name al-Ghaffar.

This study suggests that mercy and beauty concerning the Real are intrinsically connected to
the concept of covering in human experience. By following the conceptual pattern of beauty,
mercy, manifestation, and covering, the study argues that in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought ugliness (al-
qubh) does not possess an essential reality in itself but emerges in relation to the perspective and
experience of the servant. Accordingly, beauty and ugliness, as well as goodness (al-hasan) and
evil (al-sayyi‘a), are not mutually exclusive opposites. Rather, they exist in a dynamic relation in
which each may become the covering or disclosure of the other.

1. Divine Names and Relationships

Divine names serve a key role in explaining the relationship between the Real and human beings
in Ibn ‘Arabi’s thought, since they relate both to the Real and to human beings. To comprehend
these aspects, it is first necessary to distinguish between the Essence (al-dhat) and divinity (al-
ulithiyya). The Essence is absolutely incomparable and therefore beyond all relations. Therefore,
the Essence cannot be described through relations, whereas divinity becomes knowable through
the network of divine names (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, 1V:312). Divinity consists of relationships and
dependencies that pertain to non-existence. lbn ‘Arabi defines the divine names as relationships
(al-nisab) and dependencies (al-idafar) that return to a single reality and are therefore non-
existent determinations (umir ‘adamiyya) (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, 1:69- 1:249).

1. Two Arabic terms commonly used to denote beauty are jamal and husn. Ghazi Ibn Muhammed mentions,
based on the Holy Quran, that these two words are synonyms, but still, jamal is related to singularity and husn to
plurality (Ibn Talal, 2010, p. 358). Also, it is mentioned that these terms are sometimes synonyms, but in religious

terminology, Jamal has no opposite. It has a correlative relationship with Jalal (Chittick & Murata, 1994, p. 221).



The Unfolding of Beauty: The Concepts of Mercy, Covering, and Adornment in Ibn ‘Arabl | 331

The divine names become manifest through the divine command (amr), expressed in the
word “Be!” (kun) and presupposes a specific relationship between the servant and his Lord. This
relationship makes possible different degrees of manifestation. The divine names make possible
the relationship between the Real and the servant. However, these names are gathered under the
attributes of majesty (jalal) and beauty (jamal). While some of the divine names contain the
qualities of gentleness and grace (luzf) associated with beauty, others contain qualities of
overpoweringness and severity (gahr) associated with majesty (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, I11:198).

Since the divine names belong essentially to the Real but appear in human beings according
to their capacities (isti ‘dad), beauty may be considered from two perspectives: from the aspect
of the Real and from that of the servant. The gradation of manifestation also implies a gradation
in the servant’s modes of relating to beauty. Therefore, although beauty is one and uniform, it
becomes manifest and experienced differently according to the relational capacities of the
servant. We will first examine how beauty is related to mercy from the perspective of the Real.

2. The Aspect of the Real: Beauty and Mercy

As mentioned earlier, divine names have degrees among themselves; that is, the names differ
in hierarchical importance from one another. The names of Allah and al-Rahman have
precedence over other names. The servant cannot realize (tahaqquq) or embody (tahallug) the
name Allah, as it encompasses other divine names and levels (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1998, p.26). The name
al-Rahman belongs to the same category as the name Allah; only the Real can be described with
it, but not the servant (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1998, p.34). Ibn ‘Arabi states that sometimes the name of al-
Rahman comes before the name of Allah, but the mercy in this context is the mercy of creation
(rahmat al-fjad), which means general mercy (al-rahma al-‘@mma). The verse “My mercy
encompasses everything” (7:156) points out the general mercy (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1998, pp.36-37). lbn
‘Arabi says in the “Solomon Chapter” of Fusis al-Hikam that the same verse concerns the
mercy of giving (rahmat al-imtinan). The word “everything” in the verse also includes the
divine names and relationships, accordingly. Ibn ‘Arabi further states that Allah bestows
existence upon these relations through us and that the servant is the result of the mercy of giving
(Ibn ‘Arabi, 1946, pp.152-153)*. Accordingly, mercy has an essential relationship with both
creation (gjad) and the divine names. The fact that creation is based on mercy and that the
servant is the result of mercy also reveals the ontological meaning of beauty.

While explaining the hadith “Allah is beautiful (jamil) and loves beauty (jamal)” in Futithat
al-Makkiyya in the chapter concerning the level of beauty, which is itself the manifestation of
the name al-Jamil, Ibn ‘Arabi uses the words ibda ‘ and zjad, both of which refer to creation. He
states that Allah created (zjad) the world in a unique way (ibda ‘), beautiful and perfect. The
word gad is attributed both to beauty and all-encompassingness. God created the world in the
image of His beauty (sirat jamalihi) and in the image of the All-Merciful (sirat al-Rahman)
(Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, IV:178).

God is beautiful, and the world is also beautiful because it was created in His image. Since
the divine names become manifest in the world, the beauty of God can be perceived in the
beauty of the cosmos (Ibn “Arabi, 1999, VI11:395). Consequently, the world serves as a reflection
of the manifestation of al-Rahman. The divine names that form the basis of the relationship
between God and servant are the most beautiful (al-husna). This reveals a foundation
concerning the Real on which we can establish a direct link between mercy and beauty, both
from the context of creation and the most beautiful nature of the divine names.

The first question to be asked at this point is how the manifestations, which differ based on
mercy and beauty, are subject to human experience. Thus, we pose the question: What are the
implications for human experience when creation and manifestation are rooted in mercy and
beauty? For example, does the beauty of the world manifest itself in the experience of every
human being? One of the interesting points is that Tbn ‘Arabi’ states in his interpretation of the

1. English translation: lbn al-‘Arabi. (1980). The Bezels of Wisdom (R. W. J. Austin, Trans.). Paulist Press, p. 190.



332 | Bi-quarterly scientific journal Sophia Perennis, Vol. 22, No.2, 2025

verses! that unbelievers deny the name of al-Rahman, not the name of Allah. When the
polytheists were told to “worship Allah” they did not ask, “Who is Allah?”. On the contrary,
they claimed that idols “bring them nearer to Allah” as an excuse for worshipping idols. As for
al-Rahman, they asked, “What is al-Rasman?” and denied that name (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1998, pp.34-
35). A question immediately arises here: Why is the name Allah accepted and the name al-
Rahman denied? Ibn ‘Arabi explains this issue in Futihat al-Makkiyya by saying that divinity,
which is the level of the name Allah, has a broader scope because it includes both disease and
well-being. Both exist in the world, and no one can deny them. The name al-Rahman can be
witnessed only by those who are bestowed with faith, while those who lack it are unaware of
their deprivation. The link between cover and beauty becomes visible at this point because what
appears as deprivation may itself be a concealed form of mercy.

The polytheists asked the question “What is al-Rahman?” when they heard it in Bismillah, as
above-mentioned. The reason they ask the question is because they cannot understand how
disease—for example, ugliness or evil—in the world is related to mercy. Indeed, the main
question is: “How does mercy encompass everything? How can those who are shown mercy and
those who are deprived of it be included in the scope of mercy?” We need to pay attention to the
fact that these questions are not only for deniers or polytheists but are valid for everyone,
depending on the addressee and level (martaba) of the servant. Since the grace and
manifestation of al-Rahman occur by the servant’s ability (isti dad), it is essential to explore
how beauty and mercy are revealed in the human experience.

In the next section, we suggest that the relationship between beauty and mercy, in terms of
the servant aspect, could be understood through the concept of cover (satr) within the context of
the name of al-Ghaffar. We move the issue further and ask the following questions: What is the
relation between cover (satr) and beauty, based on mercy, in terms of its servant aspect? We
should seek the answer in the concepts of adornment (al-zina), which are closely related to
beauty, mercy, and cover and which constitute the point where these concepts intersect. Firstly,
we need to clarify the concept of cover.

3. The Aspect of Servant: Beauty, Adorn and Cover

There are two words that can be associated with cover (satr): veil (kijab) and clothing
(libas)?. Tbn ‘Arabi defines satr at one point as “everything that covers (satr) from what enriches
you” (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, III: 196)3. Covering may signify forgiveness and mercy (Ibn ‘Arabi,
1999, 1V: 273), but it may also prevent one from seeing that from which things are manifested,
namely the Real. The latter is expressed by the concept of a veil (hijjab). The veil is “the
covering of that which is sought from your entity” (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, 111:193)*. We can consider
satr as a broader concept than the veil, encompassing “everything” that covers. Clothing, which
is another covering, can have positive or negative meanings depending on the quality of the
clothing being worn. For instance, beautiful clothing signifies adornment with divine attributes,
while heedless clothing conveys the opposite meaning. Therefore, we can examine the issue
through the words of both veil and clothing, both of which serve as coverings and demonstrate
their connection to beauty and adornment.

In Fusiis al-Hikam Ibn ‘Arabi highlights in the opening chapter:
“The cosmos (‘dlam) consists of that which is gross and that which is subtle and is therefore,

1. The verse in question is following: “We only worship them that they may bring us nearer to Allah in position”
(39:3)

2. William Chittick translates satr using terms such as “curtaining” and “concealment.” In this study, however,
the terms “cover” and “concealment” are preferred, since “cover” preserves the dual sense of both veiling and
manifesting. He also translates hijab as “veil” (Chittick, 1989, pp. 65, 105, 176, 313).

3. The Arabic text is as follows: &l:s b e 820 b JS. See also another definition of satr is “clis e & 2w bo 525”7 (Ibn
‘Arabi, 1999, IV:273).
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in both aspects, the veil its [own] true self (Cayn al-kijab “ala nafsihi). For the cosmos does not
perceive the Reality as he perceives himself, nor can it not be veiled, knowing itself to be
distinct from its Creator and dependent on Him” (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1946, pp.54-55).

He stresses that the world itself is its own veil. Ibn ‘Arabi indicates in Futizhat al-Makkiyya
that the servants are veiled from their Lord, that God has seventy veils of darkness and light, and
that God Himself is a veil (‘ayn al-hujib). The veil is hidden; that is, the veil itself is also veiled.
Accordingly, “being behind the veil” has been explained and elaborated in many different
contexts and layers. However, by stating, “We are closer to him than his jugular vein” (50:16), it
is stated that both closeness and distance are also veils (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, IlI: 238, 239, 240).
Therefore, the veil is a form of covering related to the manifestation of Real and reality (hagiga)
and seeing Him. In fact, in Ibn ‘Arabi thought, reality is that which is unveiled by a veil and
concealed by a veil, as in the Sufi tradition (Gemuhluoglu, 2019, p.228). When it comes to the
manifestation of Real and reality, there must be a cover. The name al-Ghaffar which means “the
one who covers (satr) and forgives”, is key understanding this issue.

Ibn ‘Arabi explains the servant’s connection with this name as “you need him to cover you
with a protective veil that preserves you from eternal misery” (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1998, p.59). In
Futiihat al-Makkiyya he mentions that all qualities (umzr) cover one another. He explains the
issue on three levels. The first level is that the divine names serve as covers for one another. For
instance, the name al-Zahir is a cover for al-Bagin. This implies that what is manifest both
outward and inward can be a cover, meaning that the revelation of something can be its cover,
and its cover can be its revelation. The second level is that the heart, which is the locus of the
manifestation of the divine forms, becomes a cover. The third level is for the phonetic names
themselves serve as a covers. Ibn ‘Arabi concludes that even if a cover may be evidence of
something, what we need to understand is that all existence functions as a cover (satr), that
which is covered (mastir) and that which covers (satir). And he continued: “We, on the other
hand, are those imperfections (Cayb) that have been covered” (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, VII:315).
According to Ibn ‘Arabi, since we are the ones covered (mastir), the cover (satr) can only be
seen (mashhizd) by us because the cover is berzakh between the two covered entities Tbn ‘Arabi,
1999, VII: 315),

Indeed, when the Prophet was asked, “Have you ever seen your Lord (al-Rabb)?” he replied,
“He is light; how could I see Him?”. Ibn ‘Arabi says that what is meant here is not the
impossibility of seeing God. He can be seen in another locus where He is not manifested as
light. He continues: “He is both the seen (mur’7) and the one covered (mastir). Therefore, there
must be a covering (satr)” Tbn ‘Arabi, 1999, VII: 316). By this, he is expressing that one of the
essential aspects of human experience is covering. At this point, we need to apply the concept of
adornment, which we will relate to the connection between covering and beauty.

In the preface to the Kashf al-M’ana, Ibn ‘Arabi interprets the verse “We have provided
clothing (/ibas) for you to cover your nakedness and as an adornment (rish)” (7:26). He states
that the word rish in the verse means al-zina and it means to cover (satr) for the servant (lbn
‘Arabi, 1998, pp.20-21). He clarifies the matter in the chapter on repentance (tawba). This
shows that both concepts are related to ‘@mal, which means the practice of the servant. Tawba
means turning (rujii ) and it is closely related to cover (satr). Indeed, covering may turn into
revealing, and revealing may turn into covering. This implies a connection between covering
and revealing, or adornment, and the transformation of good into evil and evil into good.

Ibn ‘Arabi opens the definition of repentance, which includes elements such as “abandoning
the state of wrongdoing in the present moment”, “feeling regret for what has passed” and
“deciding not to return what one has turned away from”. He discusses various perspectives on

1. The covering itself functions as a barzakh, and the witnessing of the cover (mashhiid) is connected to ihsan,
which may be understood as acting beautifully or perceiving beauty. /hsan also implies recognizing that one is
veiled. The one who truly sees becomes aware of the covering itself. On the concept of barzakh and its

philosophical significance (Chittick, 1989, p.14).
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this matter (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, III: 209). The element “feeling regret for what had passed” is
important in relation to adornment, which also carries the meaning of covering. He says that the
perspective of “regretting the past is related to forgetting to ascribe the action to the doer”is a
“great shining light”. Its veil is revealed in this verse: “...one to whom the evil of his deed has
been adorned (zuyyina), so he considers it good” (35:8). The verse contains three elements: evil
deeds, their adornment, and the perception of goodness. The adornment of deeds should
ultimately be ascribed to Allah because the beauty of something implies it is originates from the
actions of Allah. However, this reality appears differently according to the servant’s awareness.
From the perspective of the servant, adornment can be of three types: the adornment of Satan,
the adornment of worldly life, and the adornment granted by God (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, IlI: 210).
At this point, we can ask who is the one who adorns and how this can be determined.

Ibn “Arabi states that the verb “has been adorned” in the verse is in the passive form, and the
servant cannot know who adorns his deeds. However, God says, “Guides whom He wills”
(35:8) and tells the Prophet not to grieve about his ummah. This shows that mercy ultimately
will manifest for everyone. For this reason, ugliness does not constitute the ultimate reality of
the act but appears as a transient form from the perspective of the servant, whereas beauty,
belonging to the Real, is essential and permanent. From the perspective of the servant, goodness
and evil, as well as beauty and ugliness, do not appear as absolute opposites but rather become
visible in intertwined forms.He explains that the relationship between goodness and evil and
transformation (tabdil) are only possible in this way (Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, I1I: 211).

We can also follow the relationship between adornment, cover, and beauty through the
interpretation of the same verse in the chapter of the presence of Jamal in Futithat al-Makkiyya
In the same way, he says that the servant does not see his bad deed as beautiful but rather sees
the adornment that embellishes the deed as something beautiful. When he sees the ugliness of
his deed on the day of judgment, he will ask, “Where is the adornment that once made me love
it?”” Allah answers, “My servant speaks the truth” and transforms the evil deed into a good one
(Ibn ‘Arabi, 1999, VII: 396). Every covering, whether good or bad, ultimately returns to the All-
Merciful. The manifestation of mercy in the experience of the servant is occurs through
covering, and beauty is associated with it. Indeed, the essence of a bad deed lies in its potential
to turn toward the good. Repentance becomes possible only through divine grace, as Allah turns
towards the servant and transforms him (tabdil). If goodness and evil, beauty and ugliness were
conceived as strict opposites, turning and transformation would not be possible. This would be
contrary to mercy. Turning and transformation therefore become possible only through the
relationship between covering, mercy, and beauty.

Conclusion

The distinction between Essence and divinity makes it possible to consider the divine names
as relationships and dependencies, and it is precisely the relational nature of the divine names
that renders the relationship between the Real and the human being possible. From the
perspective of the Real, beauty, as an attribute belonging to the Real, is related to mercy. Mercy
encompasses “everything”: the goodness and evil, beauty and ugliness manifested in the
servant’s acts; moreover, right and wrong, faith and disbelief are also included within it. At this
point, it should be noted that the all-encompassing nature of mercy does not mean justifying or
encouraging the bad, the ugly, the wrong, denial, or, in figh terminology, sin. On the contrary,
servitude, which is the fundamental quality of the human being, becomes possible only through
the manifestation of all-encompassing mercy, because beauty and mercy render the human
being powerless, and powerlessness, or poverty (iftigar), constitutes the essential quality of
servitude.

The aspect of beauty from the perspective of the servant exhibits a certain fluidity that can be
traced through the concept of covering. Indeed, beauty and ugliness, goodness and evil, as they
appear in the deeds of the servant, are revealed in one covering and concealed by another. This
dynamic is directly related to beauty and mercy. Adornment is an element of beauty that
functions as a covering in one sense, and all coverings that are put on and taken off ultimately
return to mercy. Consequently, beauty and ugliness, or goodness and evil, cannot be conceived
as strict opposites; rather, these concepts function as coverings for one another and include one
another.
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